Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 4th
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Frances Mary Addorisio
by her sister Rose Anne
Sunday, September 5th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
by their daughter MaryAnn Michaelian
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Carli Jay Norton
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, September 6th
Labor Day
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, September 7th
8:00 AM
IMO the Robuccio Family
by their family
Wednesday, September 8th
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM
Simon Bolivar Ruiz
by his brother Juan & sister Rosa
Thursday, September 9th
St. Peter Claver, Priest
8:00 AM
Intentions of Virginia (Gerante) Carter
by Dennis LeBlanc
Dorothy Giadone-Poirier
by Marty & Amy Walsh
Friday, September 10th
NO MASS
Saturday, September 11th
Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Jean Horton
by Susan LeBlanc
Sunday, September 12th
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Anna (Gerante) Valeri
by Dennis LeBlanc
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

September 4 - 5, 2021
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith
and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to those who love
him?” JAMES 2:5 What is more important – being rich in faith or rich in
possessions? Society tells us that possessions are most important. God
teaches a different lesson. When we are rich in faith, we keep God first
and experience true joy and peace. When we put possessions first, we
soon realize we can never have enough and happiness is fleeting. When
we put faith over possessions, we truly realize it is better to give than
receive.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 50:4c-9a
Second Reading James 2:14-18
Gospel Mark 8: 27-35

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The office is closed on Monday in observance of Labor Day.
Office Hours
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.
BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Our monthly
Building & Maintenance collection was
this weekend. If you are not physically
attending Mass and have not been
contributing to this collection by mail, we
ask you to please consider giving what
you can.
Special appreciation to those who have been faithfully mailing in
Weekly and Building & Maintenance offerings. Remember, you
can do this weekly or save a stamp and envelope and send them
in monthly! Also, your contributions can be from one check. No
need to send a separate check for each week/collection. Either
way you choose, please continue, our parish relies on your
support! THANK YOU.
Reminder: please do not tape your giving envelopes closed. It is
very hard to open them without destroying the envelope. Thank
you.
Weekly Offerings - Have you been making
up missed envelopes or weeks absent? We
recognize and appreciate that many of you
do! Did you know that you don’t need to
send in the actual missed envelopes with
your donations? Your cash or check can be
placed in the most recent giving envelope or any envelope and
mailed or turned in at Mass. You do not have to fill separate
envelopes or include the empty ones as part of your “packet” of
giving. Donations are posted to the date you submit them, not the
older ones. In addition, if you have other “extra collections” to
include please be specific with how much you intend for those,
and we will do the rest! We hope that this information will make
it easier for you when you “make-up” a donation through mail or
in person. Thank you for your continued support of our parish!

Dear Friends,
Do we listen? Are our ears open? Do we speak the word of the Lord? These are the questions that can be seen
in the readings today. We are invited to have our ears opened and to learn to speak God’s own words.
The first reading is from the Prophet Isaiah. He tells the fainthearted—those who are uneasy about the word of
God, whose hearts live in fear “Be strong! Fear not!” Most of us who have faith are at least a bit shy about proclaiming
that faith, especially when the world is so against faith right now. Yet the Prophet Isaiah would tell us to have no fear,
just proclaim God and God’s works. Everything will change if we begin to proclaim the Word of God! Our mute lips will
speak, our tongues can speak aloud God’s glory. We will be able to see the glory of the Lord. The eyes of the blind will
be opened. All of these great works are a sign that God is present.
The second reading comes from the Letter of James. “God chose those who are poor in the world to be rich in
faith and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to those who love him.” Again, we have this testimony that God will
work if we just walk with Him. God does not choose the powerful and those who have the means to pay their
way. Instead, God chooses the weak, the poor, those without capacity and through them God proclaims the Kingdom of
His love. We often doubt this reality but once we begin to see everything through faith, we begin to recognize that
power counts for nothing unless it is the power of love. Our level in the society of this life counts for nothing. What
counts is a heart set on God and on doing God’s will.
The Gospel is about Jesus curing the man who had a speech impediment and who could not hear. This echoes
clearly the passage from the Prophet Isaiah. And, of course, once Jesus heals this man, everyone wants to talk about
it. It is no longer a sign from God but is about extraordinary things happening. We humans often prefer the circus to
the hard realities of life.
What about us? Do we help others speak? Do we help others hear? Do we direct others to God? The early
followers of Jesus recognized that Jesus was fulfilling the prophecies. Do we recognize that? Jesus does not go about
saying: “I am God, listen to me.” Rather, Jesus goes about doing the works that proclaim that He is God. Let us listen to
Him and also open the mouths of others and help them see.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Our Lady of the Lake Annual Bazaar - All are welcome to the Our
Lady of the Lake Bazaar on Friday, September. 10 from 5 - 10
pm and Saturday, September. 11 from Noon - 10pm. Features:
Kids Alley, homemade pie and ice cream, games and prizes,
raffles, fresh food booths, White Elephant booth and so much
more! Located at 1400 Main Street (Rt 13) North Leominster.
Preparing for the Final Journey Home - St. Mary, Uxbridge is
offering a three-part series on Monday, September 13, 20 and
27 from 6:30 pm – 8 pm in the Parish Hall. It will help you begin
a discussion with your loved ones regarding your final wishes,
all from a Catholic viewpoint. Each evening will begin and end
with prayer and will include a panel of experts on spiritual care,
medical care and legal care planning. At the end of the evening
there will be an opportunity for questions. We are always
planning special occasions in our lives but avoid planning for
the inevitable passing from this life to the next. As Catholics, we
should consider our passing a celebration of our life on earth
and the joyful passing on to eternal life with the Father. Having
your wishes prepared alleviates much confusion and pain for
your loved ones when the inevitable comes. There is no cost for
the series, but registration is required. St. Mary Church is
located at 77 Mendon Street, Uxbridge. For questions, contact

Diane Moriarty at 508-278-2226 or Mary Ellen Bartlett at 508779-0020. To register or to learn more, visit
www.stmaryuxbridge.org/final-journey-home.
Giant Yard Sale / Flea Market at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and
Our Lady of Loreto Parish, 37 Massasoit Rd.,
Worcester. Saturday, Sept. 18 from 9am-3pm -- set-up at 8:30
am (Rain date Sept. 25). $50 for a space that is 18’ x 18’,
larger spaces available.
You provide your own
table. Parishioners, Non-parishioners, Crafters, Vendors – All
are Welcome! Call the Parish Office at 508-753-5001 for a
registration form.
Physician Assisted Suicide - The Abandonment of Hippocratic
Medicine - Dr. Mark Rollo will be speaking at Annunciation
Parish, on Monday, September 20th at 7 p.m. in the church hall
at Holy Rosary, 135 Nichols St. Gardner. His presentation will
address Physician Assisted Suicide and the most recent
attempts by the Massachusetts Legislature (Bills H2381 &
S1384) to enact legislation that would legalize assisted suicide
under the guise of "An Act Relative to End of Life options".
Please make the time to join us and become informed about
this important life issue.
Beware of email scams! - If you ever receive an email CLAIMING
to be from our parish, our pastor, or pastoral staff asking you to
buy a gift card online or make an online donation for some
noble cause, please STOP and DELETE it. This is not how we
would ask for help. If you are not sure, call the rectory or church
office and speak to us. Too many people in the diocese are
being scammed by these emails and we have no control over
them. Thank you.

