Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 3rd
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Antoinette & Guilo Balducci
by the Macchio Family
Ken & MaryAnn Smith
by their children
Sunday, September 4th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, September 5th
Labor Day
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, September 6th
8:00 AM
Hubert Borg
by Ruth Couture
Wednesday, September 7th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, September 8th
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, September 9th
St. Peter Claver, Priest
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, September 10th
Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Lena Gallant (1st Anniversary)
by Mary Flemming & Family
Carmello Lemmo
by his wife Louise
Sunday, September 11th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Teresa Hernandez
by Irene Rojas
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

September 3 - 4, 2022
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be
my disciple.” (Luke 14:33) When we first hear this statement, it seems
that Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon us. How can we
renounce all of our possessions? We need them to live. However, what
we must renounce is the belief that they belong to us. Everything that
we have belongs to God alone. All of our resources are entrusted to us
not only for our own use, but also so that we can help others. Once we
renounce the idea that we possess or are entitled to anything, it is much
easier to share the many gifts that God has given us. Then we truly are
His Disciples.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 32:11, 13-14
Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel Luke 15:1-32

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The Church Office reopens on Tuesday, September 6th.
Religious Education – We are gearing up for a great start to our
Religious Education program this fall. If you are a parent with
children between 6-16 years of age, you should have received a
letter and a registration form in the mail. If your child is not
attending a Catholic school, please consider enrolling them in our
program. If this is a sacramental year (2nd, 9th & 10th grade) for
all students regardless of where they attend school, please
register your child now.
More information is enclosed with your letter. If you did not
receive a letter, please let Fr. Juan know as soon as possible as
the registration forms are due back on Monday, September 6th
Forms are also available at the entrance of the church.
St. Bernard's High School 3rd Annual Golf Tournament
Join us on Monday, September 26th at Northern Spy Golf Course,
Townsend for the 3rd Annual STB Golf Tournament. Entry fee is
$130/per golfer and includes raffle prizes, use of driving range,
mulligans, all day buffet, STB swag, skins pool, hospitality holes
and cash prizes. Two shot guns available: 7:30am or 1pm Scramble format. Register at stbernardshighschool.org Proceeds
benefit the athletics program at St. Bernard's High School.
These are our August
Birthdays in order of eldest to
youngest!
90+
John Curran, Pauline
Sala, Tee Cummings, Anne
Femino
80+
Norma Brasili, Ellen
DiGeronimo, Don Richards, Charlotte, Ruberti, Ray Pindell, James
O’Leary, Jane O’Leary
70+
Richard Bussiere, Ann Parisi, John Russo, Donna Lucci,
Linda Roy, Gail Clarke.
We pray they have a year filled with joy and peace and thank God
for the lives they touch!

Dear Friends,
In chapter 14 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus is speaking to people gathered at the table about the difficulties of
following him. This group of people is suspicious about Jesus, looking to catch him doing something wrong. Jesus
speaks to them in parables, emphasizing that although there is a right way to be a disciple and enter into the kingdom
of his Father, it is a difficult path to follow. Many, even some of the guests at the table, reject the invitation. So Jesus
turns to the crowds and speaks to them of discipleship. Jesus explains that when it comes to making a choice for the
Kingdom of God, nothing can get in the way. When Jesus describes “hating” one's father and mother, he is not talking
about feelings. Rather, he is emphasizing very strongly that choosing to be a disciple means that everything else—
family, money, your own life must come second. In Matthew's version of this story (Matthew 10:37), Jesus refers not
to “hating” their father or mother but to loving them more than Jesus. Jesus makes it very clear that being a disciple is
NOT easy. It means to bear our own cross. These difficult sayings of Jesus are followed by two brief parables (a person
constructing a tower and a king marching into battle) that make an obvious point- don't start what you can not finish.
Discipleship is difficult, and it is something we can commit to only if we are prepared to put the Kingdom of God
before everything else.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is ongoing. Please bring
any nonperishable items when you can. If this is something that
you have never done before, please strongly consider it. Even
one or two items a month makes a huge difference to the
people the pantry serves. The collection bin is located at the
entrance of the church. The St Francis Food Pantry is open
every week to the public so there is always much needed.
Vocation Reflection: - “None of you can become My disciple if
you do not give up all your possessions.” Are you being called
to discipleship as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated
life? Contact the Vocation Office at (508)630-4473or email:
donato.infante@gmail.com.
North American Martyrs Parish - Crafters Wanted!
Calling all crafters! North American Martyrs Parish, Auburn will
host its first Countdown to Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday,
Nov. 5 from 9 am- 3:30 pm in the Parish Hall. The rental fee for
one table space is $35 plus one item for raffle (retail value of
at least $25). For two adjacent table spaces, the fee is $50 plus
one item for raffle (retail value of at least $35). Applications and
guidelines for vendors can be found at namartyrsauburn.org.
Spaces are filled on a first come, first serve basis. For more
information, email Liz Rossi at erossi@namartyrsauburn.org
Our Lady of the Lake 46th (Almost) Annual Bazaar - All are
welcome to the Our Lady of the Lake Bazaar on Friday,
September. 9 from 5 - 10 pm and Saturday, September. 10
from Noon - 10pm. Features: Live entertainment nightly, Kids
Alley, homemade pie and ice cream, games and prizes, raffles,
fresh food booths, White Elephant booth and so much more!
Located at 1400 Main Street (Rt 13) North Leominster.

Amplify - Mark your calendars for the first Amplify night of the
school year which will take place on Saturday, Sept. 17 at Our
Lady of the Lake in Leominster! All high school youth are invited
to join us for some food, outdoor lawn games, followed by some
time of Eucharistic Adoration and confession! We will begin
around 6 pm following the parish's 5 pm vigil Mass and
conclude at 9 pm. There is NO COST to attend. However, to give
us an estimated headcount for food, Please sign up by Sept.
14.using the following link: neworcester.org/amplify.
Fall Festival in Westminster - Fall Festival at St. Edward the
Confessor Church will be held on Saturday, Sept. 17 from 10
am-4 pm at 10 Church St., Westminster. Join us for a day of
bargains in attic treasures, jewelry/gems room, 10-15
craft/boutique vendors, grocery wheel, Eddie’s Auction &
Theme Baskets, raffles, and games. Chicken BBQ at noon. Free
parking. Attic Treasures (early bird entry at 9:30am - $5.) Visit
www.stedwardconf.org for details.
Oktoberfest in Lunenburg - Our Oktoberfest returns this year at
Saint Boniface Church, 817 Massachusetts Ave., Lunenburg on
Saturday, Sept. 17 from 10 am-6 pm. Join us for food and
drinks, craft/boutique vendors, Chinese auction, huge theme
baskets, games, and more. Listen to our live, authentic German
"oom-pah" band. Look for treasures at our white elephant sale.
Take a chance on our scratch ticket raffle -- one lucky winner -fifty $30 scratch tickets! Free entry.
Youth Minister - St Luke’s Parish in Westborough is seeking a
Youth Minister. This person would work with students in grades
7 – 12, as well as young adults. Looking for someone who
desires to foster in young people a deeper relationship with
Jesus within their Catholic faith. Flexibility, warm disposition,
energetic, strong leadership and organizational skills
required. Responsibilities include implementing curriculum,
supporting catechists, confirmation prep, retreats, social and
service projects.
Please send your resume to office@stlukes-parish.org

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape
www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121

davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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