Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 2nd
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Kenneth Smith
by his wife Maryann & children
Sunday, September 3rd
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Antoinette Balducci
by the Macchio family
10:30 AM

Herbert Bilotta
by Rose Ann Addorisio

Monday, September 4th
Labor Day
8:00 AM
Luciano Beltrando
by sister-in-law Simone Marchette
Tuesday, September
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, Religious
7:00 AM
Anthony Cordio
by wife Betty & family

September 3-4, 2017
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world
and forfeit his life?” (MATTHEW 16:26) St. Francis of Assisi
once said, “Remember, you are what you are in the eyes of
God, and nothing else.” We often forget this stewardship
wisdom when we spend all of our time, talent and treasure
to gain more of the world’s riches. We need to set our
priorities based on God’s values and not the values of the
material world.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9
Second Reading Romans 13:8-10
Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

5th

Wednesday, September 6th
7:00 AM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
by their daughter MaryAnn
Thursday, September 7th
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Friday, September 8th
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
NO MASS
Saturday, September 9th
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
John Pacetti, Sr. & son John Pacetti, Jr.
by wife & mother Ann & family
Sunday, September 10th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Geneva Orlando
by the Saccone’s
10:30 AM

Rhea Dantini
by Carol & Wayne

Monday is Labor Day. Mass is celebrated at 8:00 AM and
the office will be closed all day.

Appreciation Luncheon for the Hospitality Committee,
Finance Board & Parish Council members is this Saturday,
September 9th from noon – 2pm at the rectory. Please call
the office by Tuesday if you plan to attend. Thank you.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Fr. Juan would like all
parents of children in grades 1 through 8 to know that we
WILL be having religious education classes for your children
here at the parish beginning in October. Registration forms
are available online or in the back of the church. Please fill
one out and return them ASAP so we may begin to
formulate our new program. First Communion as well as
Confirmation Preparation classes will also be held HERE at
St. Anthony Parish. More information is coming. Again,
please fill out a registration form as soon as possible.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on September 9th from
10 to noon at the Madonna of the Holy Rosary Campus. If
you have not been a part of this ministry but would like to
try it out, you are welcome! You may also be a part of this
ministry from your home. Please contact Barbara Leger at
342-1546 for any questions you may have.
Why do the online collection figures vary so much from
week to week? It is important to know that most
parishioners who contribute through our WeShare Online
Giving do so monthly and can choose which day that is.
Others contribute weekly. The figures presented each week
are the totals that have been deposited into our bank
account that week. If you would like to know more about
online giving, please contact the office or go to our website
and click on the “Donate” button to be directed to the setup page. It’s fast and easy, try it!

WEEKLY COLLECTION AUGUST 26-27, 2017
St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
For Special Intentions of L.M.

Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$2,869
$1,151
$4,020

Dear Friends,
Jesus said, "Whoever wants to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me."
We all say we want to follow Jesus! It’s a process in which we are making progress, but we certainly
have a long way to go.
However, to follow Jesus, what about this taking-up-a-cross thing? Since this involves suffering, the
idea hasn't been getting any more appealing for us. But, I've been around long enough to also know that
taking up a cross is inevitable.
Jesus is the example of why we have to suffer. If Jesus -- who was both God and human -- had to suffer
to leave this world, why would we -- who are only human -- expect to not suffer? In other words, if Jesus
went to heaven second class, why would we expect to travel first class?
So, what does this command to carry our cross and follow Jesus really mean?
- It means that sometimes doing the will of God is hard, and involves suffering.
- It means that sometimes following the example and teaching of Jesus is a real challenge.
- It means that loving God and neighbor sometimes demands sacrifice.
Many of us are already carrying our crosses. We do not have to go looking for them. They find us. For
example,
- We have denied ourselves a thousand times over and have done the will of God by raising a family
and all of the personal sacrifice that goes with it. We have gone without, so that our kids could have
advantages that we did not have.
- We have endured the hardships of supporting that family member or friend in his or her struggle
with an addiction. Or we're dealing with that addiction ourselves and digging in and trying to walk the
straight line.
- We have devoted what seems to be our life to caring for our physically or mentally challenged child,
or our infirm, elderly parent, or our sick spouse because it is simply the right thing to do and we do it out of
love.
- We have lost a child or our spouse and not a day goes by that we do not think of that person we
have lost. But we find the strength to stand up and carry on and continue being a giving person when we feel
that everything in life has been taken from us.
And there are many other examples.
One, if not more, of these taking-up-our cross examples become part of our lives whether we want
them or not. Each example presents us with a decision of how well we are going to take up the cross: are we
going to lift it up and carry it or are we going to just grudgingly drag it along behind us?
Blessings,
Fr. Juan S. Ramirez

Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “I grow weary holding it
in, I cannot endure it.” Learn how to more easily express
love to your spouse by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are
September 16-17 in Medway, MA and October 21-22 in
Contoocook, NH. For more information, visit us at
https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary
at 800-710-9963.

“The Patch Gala” – Everyone is welcome to join us at the
Fitchburg Senior Center on Saturday, October 7th from 410 PM for an afternoon and evening featuring a cocktail
hour from 4-5:30 with Italian music, full Italian dinner at
6 PM and dancing from 7-10 PM. Tickets are $40 per
person. For information please contact Patty Vacca Martin
978-790-9427 or Elena Morizzo Valeri at 978-413-2137.
Tickets are going fast, don’t delay!

Notre Dame Preparatory School in Fitchburg is holding an
open house on Sunday, October 22nd from 2-4pm for new
students in grades 5-8. If you are interested in the Open
House or spending an academic day at NDA please
contact the Office of Admissions at 508-757-6200.
Tuition is $2,000. per year. For more information please
visit their website at www.nda-worc.org.

Altar Servers, Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers
Please be sure to turn in your Scheduling Form by
Monday, September 4th so work may begin on the
schedule for October, November, December & January.
Thank you.

ST. ANTHONY’S OCTOBER FEAST
October 21, 2017 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
We are planning a feast and need your help! As we pull together as a community let’s
make this day a success … we are already on our way.
What can you do? Below are several ways you can help and be a part of our 1st Annual St.
Anthony October Feast. We need helpers, sponsors and donations for our raffle.
Helpers and Workers are needed for set-up and break-down as well as booths. This only
requires a few hours of your day and you will have time to enjoy the festivities as well!
Please fill out and return to the Church Office OR drop in collection basket. Pat DiConza will contact
you for scheduling OR call Pat directly at 508-826-4858.

I would like to sign up as a Helper:
NAME: _________________________________________ TELEPHONE: ______________________________

Donations for Raffles: We are looking for donations of Sports Tickets, Theater or
Concert Tickets – OR– Liquor for our Wheelbarrow of Booze. Bottles of liquor, gin,
vodka, whiskey, scotch, wine, etc. … can be dropped off at the Church Office for this prize
winning raffle!
Booth Sponsors: We are looking for Gold, Silver and Bronze … $200 Gold Booth
Sponsor, $100 Silver Booth Sponsor, $25 Bronze Food Sponsor … to be recognized at the
Feast!
I would like to be a
NAME:
ADDRESS:

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

$200 … Silver $100 … Bronze $25 … Sponsor: (circle)
TELEPHONE: ______________________________
Please drop at office OR drop in collection basket
OR mail to: St. Anthony Parish, 84 Salem St.
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Make checks payable to: St. Anthony Parish

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR COMMITTEE:
Finance/Donations: Deb Mercadante (978) 618-1684—Food: Cindy Merrill (978) 424-5061—Pastry: Patty Martin
(978) 790-9427—Raffle/Helpers: Pat DiConza (508) 826-4858—Kid’s Activities: Therese Garner (978) 868-6813—
Grounds and Logistics: Mark Tocci (508) 932-9036 and Guy Arsenault (978) 343-7836—Marketing: Fr. Juan
Ramirez (978) 342-2491 and Angela Saball (978) 866-8332.
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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