Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 23rd
Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
John & Florinda Sacino
by their family
Sunday, September 24th
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Louis J. Perla
by his family
10:30 AM

James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family

Monday, September 25th
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, September 26th
Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs
7:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, September 27th
St. Vincent de Paul, Priest
7:00 AM
Fortunata Belli
by Jo Belli
Thursday, September 28th
Sts Wencelaus & Lawrence Ruiz, Martyrs
7:00 AM
Victoria Elcevich
by her daughters & family
Friday, September 29th
St. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels
NO MASS
Saturday, September 30th
Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Francesco Penetti
by his grandchildren
Sunday, 0ctober 1st
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Beverly Laino Obie
by her sisters
10:30 AM

Giuseppina Volpe (17th Anniversary)
by her daughters Florence & Ann

September 23-24, 2017
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“So the last will be first and the first last” (MATTHEW 20:16)
You’ve heard the saying “it’s not where you start, but how
you finish.” This certainly applies to this Bible passage. We
have a responsibility not only for our own lives, but for the
lives of others as well. We are called to generously share
our gifts with others, not hoard them for our own use. Our
gratitude and generosity helps us live “God-centered” lives
and not “self-centered” lives.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel: 18:25-28
Second Reading Philippians 2:1-11
Gospel Matthew 21:28-32

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Preparation is underway to
kick off the Religious Education Program here at St.
Anthony Parish. If you are in the 9-10th grades and have
not filled out a registration form yet, what are you waiting
for? We cannot plan if we don’t know how many students
to prepare for. If you are to make your First Holy
Communion or your Confirmation this year, please fill out a
form immediately. They are available online or in the back
of the church. Please return them ASAP. All classes for
Religious Education as well as Sacramental Preparation
will be held HERE St. Anthony Parish. Exact start dates and
location will be announced soon.
Did you know? We have prayer shawls & lap blankets
available to those who might be in need of some comfort,
warmth & extra “love”. These have been made by our
Prayer Shawl Ministry members. If you know of someone
who would benefit from one, please see Fr. Juan after
Mass.
“The Patch Gala” – Everyone is welcome to join us at the
Fitchburg Senior Center on Saturday, October 7th from 4-10
pm for an afternoon and evening featuring a cocktail hour
from 4-5:30 with Italian music, full Italian dinner at 6 PM
and dancing from 7-10 PM. Tickets are $40 per person and
are going fast! For information please contact Patty Vacca
Martin 978-790-9427 or Elena Morizzo Valeri at 978-4132137. Tickets are going fast, don’t delay!
Hurricane Harvey Collection totaled $1,794. Thank you for
your generosity. Hurricane Irma collection will take place
the weekend of September 30 & October 1.

WEEKLY COLLECTION SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2017
St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Joe Revolti
by his wife Lucille & daughters

Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$2,678
$475
$3,153

Dear Friends,
I want to express my gratitude and love for the welcoming reception we had after each Mass last
weekend. It is a blessing and a privilege to be with you as I begin my mission as a pastor. It seems like God
always has something to tell us every weekend in the readings. As we plan to have our Saint Anthony’s
October Feast the Lord invites us to work together. WORK is a divine attribute. The God whom we know is a
working God. God worked in the creation of the universe. God, through his Son, came into the world, he
became man, was crucified, he died, and rose so that human beings would be saved. God, through the Holy
Spirit, continuously sanctifies us and the world. What could be the effects of God’s work in our lives?
First, God calls us to work. The world is a vast vineyard, and he hires workers to work in it. In today’s
gospel parable, we heard of a landowner who hired workers in different hours of the day. Like the
landowner, God does not want us to stand idle all day. If we are God’s creatures, if we are created in his
“image and likeness”, then we must be working human beings. People who hate to work are people who
have a wrong understanding of themselves. There is a beauty of work. When we work, we participate in the
work of God.
Second, God is generous and gracious. At first blush, we may agree with those people who
complained to the landowner because he can be unjust to the first hired workers. We could think that what
the landowner had done was not right. It is against the law of justice and equity. But the parable is not a
story which deals with equal rights for all. It does not deal with an honest day’s work with an honest day’s
pay. Rather, it deals with God who is generous and gracious. It simply demonstrates the generosity of God
who welcomes and opens the door of the kingdom to the Gentiles who became his true believers. The
Gentiles only came in later, but they instantly became true believers of God. Thus, they deserve the salvation
promised by God.
This is the irony! While we are asked to labor hard in order for this salvation to be attained by us, at
the end of the day, it is the generosity of God which matters more. While we labor hard for our salvation, in
the end we will realize that we are saved because God is generous and gracious. In the end, we will realize
that we are saved by the grace and graciousness of God, and not because of our own individual efforts.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan S. Ramirez
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “Seek the LORD while he
may be found, call him while he is near.” Encourage those
moments by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are October 21-22
in Contoocook, NH and December 2-3 in Brewster, MA.
For more information, visit us at https://wwmema.org/ or
call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963.
Blessing of the Pets will be on Saturday, October 7th at
11am outside by the St. Anthony Statue. In case
of inclement weather, it will be held in the
church hall. All pets must be secured in pet
carriers or on leashes please. All pets welcome!
Bulletin Deadline – All notices for the bulletin must be
submitted by 12 noon on Monday. If possible send two
weeks before you would like the item to appear. Parish
news takes priority but if room permits we will make every
effort to include other community items. Please email
your request to church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net or
send them to 84 Salem Street, Fitchburg, MA. Thank you.

"Our Lady in Scripture, Tradition and Catholic Devotion"
A faith-filled look at the role of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
the life of the Church is being offered Thursday, Sept. 28
through Thursday Nov. 16 at 6:30pm in the St. Cecilia
Parish Center, Leominster with Fr. Bob Bruso.
St. Bernard’s High School Class of 1972 will hold its 45th
class reunion at the Apple Hill Farm, Leominster, on
Saturday, November 11, at 6 pm. For more details, please
contact; Joyce at Gulliverj@yahoo.com or Karen at
karentrevino1953@gmail.com
Broken Rosary Beads? – Did you know that Rose Marie
Thibert, of M.I.A. Rosary Making is on the
premises at St. Anthony and will repair any
broken wire or twine rosary beads? She asks
for nothing in return but to use the beads once
fixed. She also makes rosaries for special occasions. If
you are in need of bead repair please call Rose Marie at
978-345-2602 to schedule a drop off.

ST. ANTHONY of PADUA PARISH
1ST ANNUAL OCTOBER FEAST
Saturday, October 21, 2017
11:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
FOOD … RAFFLES … KIDS ACTIVITIES … MUSIC
BEER & WINE
Join our Community as we celebrate and feast together. Here
are just some of the wonderful foods and spirits:
Aioli – Pasta Fagioli
Ziti & Meatballs – Eggplant Parmesan
Hamburger/Cheeseburger – Sausage, Peppers & Onions
Beans and Rice
Poutines
Cannoli – Baked Goodies
Beer & Wine
Kid’s Activities: Face Painting, Pumpkin Decorating,
Scarecrow Making, Cupcake Decorating, Halloween Crafts and
Costume Parade. All six activities for one price – $5.00!
RAFFLES
Money, Prizes, Sports Tickets
Wheelbarrow of Booze
Pre-orders for Poutines and Cannoli can be placed prior to the
event by calling Patty Martin at (978) 790-9427 OR fill in the
order form found in our St. Anthony Bulletin.

ST. ANTHONY’S OCTOBER FEAST
October 21, 2017 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
What a great start to our Feast! Donations, Booze and Help have been coming in … but,
we can use more. Please pick up a flyer in the back of the Church and let us know what
you can do to help.
ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE KIDS ACTIVITIES
We are having SIX areas of fun for our kids: Face Painting, Pumpkin Decorating,
Scarecrow Making, Cupcake Decorating, Halloween Crafts and a Costume Parade.
We need donations and supplies. A lot of these can be found around your house. If you
can help please drop off any donations of supplies to the Church Office:
Face Paint Kit(s) … 2 are needed
Small make-up sponges and 2 hand held mirrors
Old newspaper or bagged leaves (for stuffing scarecrows)
Sting, yarn, twine and Old hats
Old children’s clothes – jeans and shirts – for scarecrow bodies
White or light colored pillow cases (time to clean out the linen closet) – for scarecrow faces
Fabric markers or Sharpies
Four dozen unfrosted yellow cupcakes; Four dozen unfrosted chocolate cupcakes
Three cans white frosting; Three cans chocolate frosting
Fall colored sprinkles, candy corn, Halloween sprinkles, fall colored M&M’s, gum drops
PASTRIES AND BAKED GOODIES NEED FOR THE FEAST
Pastries and baked goods can be dropped off at the Church Office on Friday, October 20th.
Please contact Patty Martin for more information.
We will be accepting pre-orders for Cannoli’s and Poutines. Look for more information
to come.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR COMMITTEE:
Finance/Donations: Deb Mercadante (978) 618-1684—Food: Cindy Merrill (978) 424-5061—Pastry: Patty Martin
(978) 790-9427—Raffle/Helpers: Pat DiConza (508) 826-4858—Kid’s Activities: Therese Garner (978) 868-6813—
Grounds and Logistics: Mark Tocci (508) 932-9036 and Guy Arsenault (978) 343-7836—Marketing: Fr. Juan
Ramirez (978) 342-2491 and Angela Saball (978) 866-8332.
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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