Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Abbreviated
Office Hours:
Thursday 9-3
Monday – Wednesday
9-1(closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 19th
Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Vincenzo Salamone Family
by Grace Salamone
Mary Celona
by her sister Grace & brother Frank
Sunday, September 20th
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Mary Babineau
by Louis & Ann Amico
10:30 AM
Louis J. Perla
by his family
George & Sally Fava
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, September 21st
St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
7:00 PM
Holy Hour for Vocations
Tuesday, September 22nd
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, September 23rd
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, September 24th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, September 25th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, September 26th
Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
James Badagliacca
by his family
Melanie Leger
by Marina & Brian Therrien
Sunday, September 27th
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
Louise Pagnotto (6th Anniversary)
by her daughters
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne

September 19 - 20, 2020
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"So the last will be first and the first last.” (Matthew 20:16) You’ve heard
the saying “It’s not where you start, but how you finish.” This certainly
applies to this Bible passage. We have a responsibility not only for our
own lives, but for the lives of others as well. We are called to generously
share our gifts with others, not hoard them for our own use. Our sincere
gratitude and cheerful generosity will help us live “God-centered” lives
and not “self-centered” lives.
READ AND PREPARE
This week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 18:25-28
Second Reading Philippians 2:1-11
Gospel Matthew 21:28-32

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Holy Hour for Vocations – Please join Fr. Donato Infante for a Holy
Hour for lay people to pray for vocations to the priesthood and
religious life. On Monday evening, September 21st at 7:00 here
at St. Anthony Parish in the church. All are welcome to attend.
Masks are required for all.
Religious Education Collection – This weekend, September 1920th we had our annual collection for Religious Education. This
collection helps to offset cost associated with materials needed
to conduct our CCD classes. Please consider a small gift.
CCD CLASSES – Many parents have called to ask about our
Religious Education Program that typically begins the first week
of October. To date it has not been determined as to how the
classes will be conducted.
We remind all parents to please call the office to leave your
child’s name & grade along with your phone number. Also, please
fill out the Registration Form found online. It has questions
pertaining to your comfort level and the way classes will be held.
Please return them ASAP. Thank you for your patience.
Attention: Effective immediately, the office hours will change to
Monday through Wednesday from 9:00 – 3:00. As always, you
may leave a message during other times/days and your call will
be returned. You may also email the office at
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekend Mass continues to be livestreamed on Facebook at 4
pm on Saturday as well as broadcast on FATV each Sunday at 2
pm on Comcast Ch. 8 & Verizon Ch. 35
Honoring Married Couples on their Wedding Anniversary
Due to the restrictions of the coronavirus pandemic, a public
celebration of the annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass
will not be held this year. Congratulatory certificates from Bishop
McManus to couples celebrating significant wedding
anniversaries in 2020 will be issued by postal mail. Couples
wishing to receive certificates should complete the registration
form at worcesterdiocese.org/wedding-anniversary-mass by
October 15 or contact the Office of Marriage and Family at 508929-4311 to request that a copy of the registration form be sent
to you.

Dear Friends,
Work is a divine attribute. The God whom we know is a working God. God worked in the creation of the
universe. God, through his Son, came into the world, he became man, was crucified, he died, and rose so that human
beings would be saved. God, through the Holy Spirit, continuously sanctifies us and the world. What could be the
effects of God’s work in our lives?
First, God calls us to work. The world is a vast vineyard, and he hires workers to work in it. In today’s gospel
parable, we heard of a landowner who hired workers in different hours of the day. Like the landowner, God does not
want us to stand idle all day. If we are God’s creatures, if we are created in his “image and likeness”, then we must be
working human beings. People who hate to work are people who have a wrong understanding of themselves. There is
a beauty of work. When we work, we participate in the work of God. While saying this, we have to take note that there
are people who, because of some awful economic conditions, have failed to work. Our sympathy is for them. We need
to support them because “unemployment” is evil.
Second, God also asks us to work for our salvation. The parable we heard in the gospel is a history of our
salvation. The first people hired by the landowners were the Jews. It is a privilege for the Jews to be first invited and to
have a share in the blessings of salvation. The rest of the people hired by the landowner were the Gentiles. Although
we are already saved by Christ who died on the cross, it is nevertheless necessary for us to “appropriate” this
salvation. We need to labor hard for it so that in the end we can say to ourselves that “I earned it!” or “I own it!” This is
the essence of Christian teaching. It teaches us that although we are saved by the grace of Christ, a “human
cooperation” is still necessary. Christ’s saving us would be useless if it does not make us a new person, a new being,
and a new creation.
Third, God is generous and gracious. At first blush, we may agree with those people who complained to the
landowner because he can be unjust to the first hired workers. We could think that what the landowner had done was
not right. It is against the law of justice and equity. But the parable is not a story which deals with equal rights for all.
It does not deal with an honest day’s work with an honest day’s pay. Rather, it deals with God who is generous and
gracious. It simply demonstrates the generosity of God who welcomes and opens the door of the kingdom to the
Gentiles who became his true believers. The Gentiles only came in later, but they instantly became true believers of
God. Thus, they deserve the salvation promised by God.
This is the irony! While we are asked to labor hard in order for this salvation be attained by us, at the end of
the day, it is the generosity of God which matters more. While we labor hard for our salvation, in the end we will
realize that we are saved because God is generous and gracious. In the end, we will realize that we are saved by the
grace and graciousness of God, and not because of our own individual efforts.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that
you continue to contribute to the good works
of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic
Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries Pantry.
Our Parish will continue to support these ongoing collections.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations are
picked up/delivered once a week or as needed. Many
individuals and families rely on your donations. Please help
those in immediate need right in our own community.
BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES ARE NEEDED
– Catholic Charities has reached out to ask
if our St. Anthony community could help
with just a few items needed for students.
Folders, Notebooks, Crayons & Pencils are being requested.
If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
next weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the
hands of the young students who are in need. Thank you for
your continued generosity to our neighbors!

Virtual Trivia and Theology for High School Youth - All high
school youth are invited to join us for a new monthly virtual
youth ministry series called Trivia & Theology! Join us on
the first Sunday of the month beginning on October 4 from 7-8
pm as we discuss various difficult questions and issues related
to our Catholic faith and how the Church answers those
questions. To sign up or for more information, go to
neworcester.org/trivia-and-theology.
Virtual Bible Study for Middle School Youth - All middle school
youth in 6-8th grade are invited to participate in the Diocesan
Middle School Bible Study! Join us for an 8-part study as we
take a closer look at Scripture, what it means, and why it is
important for our lives. If you are interested in learning more
about the Bible and how it all fits together, then this is the
perfect opportunity for you! Our study will be broken up into 8
sessions that will be roughly 45 minutes each. These sessions
will take place on the third Sunday of the month beginning on
October 18 at 6 pm. Over the course of the 8 sessions, we will
discuss how to read and approach the Bible, the basic story
from beginning to end, and how the Bible connects to our lives.
To sign up or for more information, go to
neworcester.org/middle-school-bible-study

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts
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“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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