Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Summer Hours:
June – September (Labor day week)
Monday – Thursday 9-1 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

LORD’S DAY MASSES
WEEKDAY MASSES

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00 (suspended during

the Summer months)

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION
BAPTISM OF INFANTS

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.
All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 1st
Vigil: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased Members of the
Francesco & Anna Celona Family
by their family
Sunday, September 2nd
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Antoinette Balducci
by the Macchio family
10:30 AM
Vincenzo (Jimmy) Salamone
by MaryAnn Michaelian
Monday, September 3rd
St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church
Labor Day
8:00 AM
For all Laborers
Tuesday, September 4th
7:00 AM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
by their daughter MaryAnn
Wednesday, September 5th
St. Teresa of Calcutta, Religious
7:00 AM
Peter J. Celona
by his family
Thursday, September 6th
7:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Anthony Parish
Friday, September 7th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, September 8th
Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
John Pacetti Sr, & John Pacetti Jr.
by Ann & family
Sunday, September 9th
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Mario Scaficchia
by his family
10:30 AM
Dick Romano
by his wife Betsy & family

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Vincenzo (Jimmy) Salamone

September 1-2, 2018
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” (JAMES 1:22) It’s easy to
understand the definition of stewardship. The hard part is living it! What
do you do to live God’s word? Do you share your time in prayer with God?
Do you use your talent to help those in need? Are you generous with your
financial resources? If not, what are you waiting for?
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15
Second Reading Ephesians 4:17, 20-14
Gospel John 6:24-35

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Monday is Labor Day – Mass will be celebrated at 8:00 AM. The
office will be closed all week. We will resume regular office hours
of 9:00 - 3:00 beginning on Monday, September 10th.
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on Thursday, September 6th from 10
– noon at Ann Parisi’s house. All those who crochet and knit are
welcome! You may also be a part of this ministry from your home.
Call Ann at 978-342-9498 or Barbara Ledger at (978) 342-1546
for any questions you may have.
Calling all voices! The St. Antony Choir needs you! We are looking
for additional choir members to help us provide
joy, comfort, inspiration and musical prayer for
our liturgies and various parish celebrations. Our
choir is only possible with the generous sharing
of time and talent of diverse and committed
members. If you can carry a tune and want to
learn, come sing with us! Call Judy at 978-5349191 or see her after the 10:30 Mass.
REGISTRATION FORMS FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ARE
AVAILABLE! - Fr. Juan and the Religious Ed. teachers are gearing
up for the beginning of CCD for the parish. Please help them by
returning a Religious Education Form (located at the entrances
of the church) for each of your children that will be enrolling.
There is no cost. We will notify you of the start date and class
times in the coming weeks.
Below is a list of the St. Anthony Christmas Fair Committee Chair
People. All duties and booths have some people signed up
already, but, some have no “heads” or chairs. If you see an empty
spot and think you would like to chair it, please contact Fr. Juan
immediately. We could use many more people in all areas but
particularly in the following: Children’s Activities, Decorations,
Raffles, Set-up/break down. Please add your names to the lists
at the front of the church, speak to a committee chair, or let Fr.
Juan know. With everyone’s help we can make this first Parish
Christmas Fair a huge success.
Christmas Fair Committee Chairs:
Advertising: Linda Allaire
Children’s Activities: Angela Saball
Craft Booth: _______________
Craft Tables for Rent: Annie Saball
Decorations: _______________
Food: Tony Mercadante & Martha LaLancette
Pastries: Pat Vacca-Martin
Raffles: Lorna Brooks & Gina Giacomozzi-Hanley
Set-Up/Break Down: _______________

Dear Friends,
In today’s gospel, Jesus confronted the Pharisees because of their hypocrisy. This is because, they never
observed the laws they have multiplied for the people. This is a dangerous way of life which we must be careful
about. We must not live a hypocritical life or even make life unnecessarily difficult for others. Christ also teaches
us today that, unlike the Pharisees, we must not pay much attention to the physical, while we are spiritually sick.
So, by saying that: “What comes out of a man is what defiles him,” Christ is telling us today to look inward and
examine ourselves properly.
The intentions we have in our hearts, the malice, hatred, pride, and the evil thoughts that we have for others
are really what make us who we are. If any of these has a room in our hearts, we must evict it as quickly as
possible. They are the real enemies that we have and must fight. Our heart and mind are like a big box filled up
with many different things. There is a saying that: “The greatest enemy that one has is and, lives with oneself.” It
is also the most difficult enemy to fight, because it comes with denial and pride.
The quality of our life is measured by the qualities of what we have in our hearts. So, the most important thing that
God needs from us is a pure heart.
The best way we can show that we are faithful to the commandment of God is only when our hearts are
transformed by it; when it motivates us to pursue goodness, to love others, to avoid evil; when we are moved to
repent and to forgive others and; when we make effort to live a just, merciful and, honest life. So, as Paul tells us
today in our second reading, we must put into practice the word of God which are his commandments of love. The
best way to do this is to let our Christianity find expressions in the way we love and treat others. As the psalmist
tells us today: The just shall live in the presence of God. Living in the presence of God means obeying his
commands and having a pure heart.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

TV Worth Watching – A Conversation with Bishop McManus on
protecting our youth will air on Fitchburg FATV on Comcast CH
8 and Verizon CH 35 on Thursday, September 6th at 9:30 AM &
5:30 PM and on Friday at 9:30 AM.

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This collection supports the St.
Vincent de Paul at St. Francis of Assisi Church.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you
could add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of our church. They are collected every
Monday morning.
Young Adult Theology on Tap - Join us for the next Theology on
Tap on Tuesday, Sept. 11 at Compass Tavern in Worcester! Our
speaker will be Dr. Marc Tumeinski and the topic will be "Sowing
Good Seeds: The Church as the Creative Minority". Compass
Tavern in located at 90 Harding St. in Worcester. Doors open
for food and drinks at 6:30. The speaker will begin around 7:15.
Open to all young adults ages 18-39.
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible - Fr. Steve Lundrigan will be
presenting a series to help you understand the “Big Picture” of
the Bible, how the Old and New testament relate to each other,
and how Scripture is essential to our Catholic faith. The series
will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 11th, and meet every other Tuesday
(9/11 & 25, 10/9 & 23, 11/6 & 20) at 6:30 pm in the church
hall at Holy Rosary, 135 Nichols St., Gardner.

International Food Festival will be held on Saturday, September
15th from 11 – 8 PM on the grounds of Holy Family of Nazareth
Parish, 750 Union Street, Leominster. All are welcome!
Mental Illness Help for Families – Family-to-Family, a FREE 12session course, starts Wednesday, September 12th in
Leominster. This is for family members/caregivers of
individuals over 17 with mental illness. The course if free but
pre-registration is required. Course runs for 14 consecutive
Wednesday’s through December 5th from 7-9:30 PM. For
information please check out the full details on the bulletin
boards or call Paul at 978-514-2942, pbois56@gmail.com .
Course sponsored by the National Alliance on Mental Illness.
St. Thomas More Law School Scholarship - Each year the St.
Thomas More Society of our Diocese awards a scholarship of
not less than $3000 to a law student attending an accredited
law school. Applicants or parents must be registered and active
members of a parish in the Diocese of Worcester. Applicants
may be in any year of law school studies. Applications may be
obtained
by
visiting
the
diocesan
website,
www.worcesterdiocese.org/st-thomas-more-society, by mailing
requests to: St. Thomas More Society, Chancery Office, 49 Elm
Street, Worcester, MA 01609 or by calling Sara Smillie at 508929-4345. Applications are due on or before September 21,
2018. Should anyone wish to contribute to the scholarship
fund, donations will be greatly appreciated, and you can make
contact at the above address or phone number.

