Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 14th
Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Paula Goguen
by her husband Ray
Deceased of Salvatore (38th Anniversary) & Grace
Salamone & Filippo Salamone & Family
by their family
Sunday, September 15th
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM
11:45 PM
12:30 PM

Mary Celona & brother Peter Celona
by their sister Grace & brother Frank & family
BAPTISM: Mila Marie Wright
& Cora Claire Whittle
Parishioners

Monday, September 16th
St. Cornelius, Pope, & Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

7:00 AM

Open Intention

Tuesday, September 17th
St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church

7:00 AM

Open Intention

Wednesday, September 18th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, September

19th

St. Januarius, Bishop & Martyr

7:00 AM

Open Intention

Friday, September 20th
St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest & Companions, Martyrs

7:00 AM

NO MASS

Saturday, September 21st
Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Louise Pagnotto (5th Anniversary)
by her daughters
Gloria Stone
By her friend
Sunday, September 22nd
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Louis J. Perla
by his family
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
John & Florinda Sacino
by his family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

September 14 - 15, 2019
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Everything I have is yours.” (Luke 15:31) Our Heavenly Father gives us
everything, including the chance to share in His eternal kingdom. Yet,
like the Prodigal Son we are often lured away by the materialism of our
society. Do we really want to turn our backs on all that God offers in
exchange for a material wealth that has no lasting value?
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Amos 8:4-7
Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-8
Gospel Luke 16:1-13

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The office resumes regular hours of 9:00 – 3:00 beginning on
Monday, September 16. Reminder: the office is always closed
on Friday.
Attention all Mass Ministers – Scheduling requests for the fall
months have been sent out. All forms were due last week. If you
have requests, please contact Diane immediately. Individuals
who have not returned their forms will be scheduled at will.
Please help us to ensure that Fr. Juan has adequate altar help
for all Masses. Thank you.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: School has begun. Religious
Education Classes for students in Grades 1-8 and high school 911 will begin soon. These classes are for students who are NOT
currently attending a Catholic school. Registration forms are
available online or in the back of the church. Each student needs
a registration form, even if they attended last year. Please fill one
out for each of your children that will be attending and place it in
the collection basket or mail it to the church office. There is no
cost. We will notify you of the start date and class times in the
coming weeks. Your help in registering your child/children this
week is much appreciated. Registration & preparation for First
Holy Communion (2nd grade) and Confirmation (high school) is for
all students regardless of where they attend school. Please speak
to Fr. Juan for questions.
THANK YOU: La Madonna della Cava committee members would
like to express our appreciation and heartfelt “thank you” to all
who helped and/or just came to honor Our Lady and her Son the
day of the festa. We had a lovely day and the weather was perfect
too. Mille Grazie a Tutti! Viva La Madonna della Cava!
Reminder: To those individuals that have scheduled weekend
Masses – If there is another intention sharing your date, it is
always printed in the bulletin ahead of time. When the gifts are
being received and two families come forward to bring gifts, we
ask you to be gracious and leave either the wine or the hosts for
the other family to bring up. If there is more than one family
member, the Prayer Intention Book can be brought up by an
additional person or they are welcome to accompany your family
gift bearer. For questions, kindly speak to Fr. Juan.
To All Parishioners & Visitors – We kindly ask that you do not
leave pamphlets, brochures, flyers, prayer cards, books or other
items at the entrances of the church, or on the bulletin boards
without Fr. Juan’s prior approval. We have limited space and
strive to keep the entrances looking clean. Thank you!

Dear Friends,
Jesus invites us to think about salvation today. We are invited to know our own brokenness, because
only when we truly need a savior can we begin to understand what salvation might be. Today we could
spend just a few moments thinking about what we might want to be saved from.
Some of us might want to be saved from difficult family situations. Others might want to be saved
from financial difficulties. Still others might want to be saved from unhealthy relationships with others.
Perhaps some here want to be saved from anger or lust or impatience or even laziness.
Lots of times, just like the people who lived in the time of Jesus, we only want to be saved when what
we have been doing brings us into a difficult situation. When things are comfortable for us, we rarely want
to be saved.
The Gospel story today speaks about these ordinary human experiences that so many of us have. The
youngest son wants to have his inheritance right now so that he can have a good time in life. If his money
had lasted, would he ever have returned home? Perhaps not!
This youngest son takes his inheritance and then wastes it entirely and then has the nerve (the
grace?) to think about returning home to his father. That says something right away about the earlier
relationship that he must have had with his father. If the father had been mean or tough or bad in any way,
probably this son would not have thought of returning.
There is also the point that even when a father or a mother is really good or when both are really
good, the child can still have problems and rebel and go off on his or her own. Parents have to have
incredible patience. Sometimes the children have to have patience with the parents as well!
The Gospel parable is so filled with lessons today that we cannot even speak of all of them. The love
that the father has when his son returns is one lesson. Another is the joy of giving a party for the lost child
who has returned. Yet another is the reaction of the elder brother, who deeply resents this generosity on the
part of his father.
We are invited to check out our own reactions today. How do we feel about accepting the person who
has harmed us or who has misused our property or possessions? Are we people who can and do forgive
others? Are we willing to be like Moses in the first reading and even argue with God so that our sisters and
brothers can have life?
Today’s readings are so wonderful, and we can again be still for a moment, giving thanks for such
warm and loving teachings of our Lord. May His Holy Spirit draw us deep into these mysteries and form us
into people who truly love.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
Personal Hygiene - “Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and
Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an ongoing collection.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations will be
picked-up once a month, but you may bring your items anytime.
Items Needed: shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap,
body wash, small packs of tissues, deodorant (men &
woman’s), toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand
sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper, diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL
FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis
of Assisi Church. Any non-perishable items you
use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two
extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the entrances
of our church. They are collected every Monday morning.

CATHOLIC BUSINESS BREAKFAST - WHO’S YOUR BOSS?
Wednesday, September 18, 7:30am – 9:00am at Assumption
College (Tsotsis Center), 500 Salisbury St, Worcester.
Catholic business owners and professionals are invited for a
morning of fellowship, networking and charity. You’ll be inspired
by a presentation from Karen Laganelli, CEO at Notre Dame
Healthcare, about what happened when she put God in charge!
Rev. Richard Reidy, Vicar General, Diocese of Worcester, will
lead us in prayer. Tickets: $12.00 in advance or $15.00 at the
door. Represent your business! Reserve seats at (508) 7671230 or email cindy.dorsey@1230radio.com. Online at
www.1230radio.com.

AREA CHURCH FAIRS
St. Denis Annual Fall Bazaar, 85 Main Street, Ashburnham on
Saturday, September 21 from 10 - 6pm. Food, games, craft
items, theme baskets and more!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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