Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Abbreviated
Office Hours:
Thursday 9-3
Monday – Wednesday
9-1(closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 12th
12:30 PM
BAPTISM: Bellamy Rose Bautista Garcia
24th

Vigil:
Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Michelina Burt (Month’s Mind)
by Louie & Anne Amico
Anthony (Duke) Cali
by Marina & Brian Therrien
Sunday, September 13th
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Angela & Mario Scaficchia
by their family
10:30 AM
Fr. Bob Bruso
by Rene Berube & family
Evelyn Aviles
by her husband Eduardo Beltran
12:30 PM
Parishioners

September 12 - 13, 2020
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” (Romans 14:8) This is
the essence of stewardship – everything we have and everything we are
is a gift from God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely
“stewards” of the gifts that God has given us, especially our very own
lives. Pray to God daily and ask Him how He is calling you to live the life
that He intended for you.
READ AND PREPARE
This week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Sirach 27:30-28:7
Second Reading Romans 14:7-9
Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Monday, September 14th
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
8:00 AM
Donald Cormier
by Armand & Jackie LeBlanc
Tuesday, September 15th
Our Lady of Sorrows
8:00 AM
Francis “Fran” LeClair
by a friend
Wednesday, September 16th
St. Cornelius, Pope, & St. Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, September 17th
St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, September 18th
8:00 AM
NO MASS

Attention: Effective immediately, the office hours will change to
Monday through Wednesday from 9:00 – 3:00. As always, you
may leave a message during other times/days and your call will
be returned. You may also email the office at
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Saturday, September 19th
Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Vincenzo Salamone
by Grace Salamone
Mary Celona
by her sister Grace & brother Frank & family

Weekend Mass continues to be livestreamed on Facebook at 4
pm on Saturday as well as broadcast on FATV each Sunday at 2
pm on Comcast Ch. 8 & Verizon Ch. 35

Sunday, September 20th
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Mary Babineau
by Louis & Ann Amico
10:30 AM
Louis J. Perla
by his family
George & Sally Fava
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Fr. Bob Bruso
by a friend

Religious Education Collection – Next weekend, September 1920th will be our annual collection for Religious Education. This
collection helps to offset cost associated with materials needed
to conduct our CCD classes.
CCD Classes – Many parents have called to ask about our
Religious Education Program that typically begins the first week
of October. To date it has not been determined as to how the
classes will be conducted.
We remind all parents to please call the office to leave your
child’s name & grade along with your phone number. Once all the
details have been decided you will receive a call.
Thank you for your patience.

Holy Hour for Lay People to Pray for Vocations – Please join Fr.
Donato Infante for a Holy Hour for lay people to pray for vocations
here, St. Anthony Parish, on Monday evening, September 21st at
7:00 in the church. All are welcome. Please join us for this
important act of service and prayer for our seminarians.
Honoring Married Couples on their Wedding Anniversary
Due to the restrictions of the coronavirus pandemic, a public
celebration of the annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass
will not be held this year. Congratulatory certificates from Bishop
McManus to couples celebrating significant wedding
anniversaries in 2020 will be issued by postal mail. Couples
wishing to receive certificates should complete the registration
form at worcesterdiocese.org/wedding-anniversary-mass by
October 15 or contact the Office of Marriage and Family at 508929-4311 to request that a copy of the registration form be sent
to you.

Dear Friends,
Today's Gospel reading directly follows last weekend’s Gospel in which Jesus taught the disciples how to
handle disputes and conflict within the Christian community. In today's reading, Peter asks Jesus how many times one
ought to extend forgiveness to another. Peter proposes a reasonable number of times, perhaps seven. Jesus replies by
extending Peter's proposal by an enormous amount; not just seven times should one forgive, but 77 times. The
parable of the unforgiving servant is Jesus' elaboration of his initial reply to Peter. Through the parable, we come to
understand the depths of God's mercy toward us and the results of our acceptance of God's forgiveness.
The king in the parable decides to settle accounts with his servants. We are told that one servant in particular,
owes the king an enormous sum of money. Despite the promise of the servant, it is unlikely that he would ever be able
to repay the debt that he owes. The king is moved by the humility of the pleading servant and mercifully forgives the
debt. Rather than displaying gratitude for this forgiveness, the servant confronts a fellow servant who owes him a
small debt—a pittance when compared with the amount that was owed to the king. The unmerciful servant refuses
the pleas of his fellow servant and sends the servant to prison.
A few other servants tell the merciful king about the actions of the unforgiving servant. The king punishes the
servant because he refused to show the kind of mercy he had himself received from the king. Jesus concludes by
indicating that this is how it will be with God and those who refuse to forgive one another.
There is a temptation to quantify forgiveness as Peter tried to do, but Jesus' point is that forgiveness is not
about quantity—the number of times we extend forgiveness to another. In the parable, the king's forgiveness is like
God's forgiveness, and it transforms us, helping us to be as forgiving as God. The lesson is clear: If we hoard God's
mercy while showing no mercy to others, we risk forfeiting the effects of God's mercy in our lives.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that
you continue to contribute to the good works
of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic
Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries Pantry.
Our Parish will continue to support these ongoing collections.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. These donations are
picked up/delivered once a week or as needed. Many
individuals and families rely on your donations. Please help
those in immediate need right in our own community.

BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES
ARE NEEDED – Catholic
Charities has reached out to
ask if our St. Anthony
community could help with
just a few items needed for
students.
Folders, Notebooks, Crayons & Pencils are being requested.
If you would like to contribute, please bring your items to church
NEXT weekend and place in the bin at the entrance. We will get
them to Catholic Charities so that they can put them in the
hands of the young students who are in need. Thank you for
your continued generosity to our neighbors!

Exodus 90: Young Adult Men’s Program - Attention Young Adult
Men! Are you looking to revamp your prayer life, grow in selfdiscipline, and find community with other men striving to grow
in a relationship with Jesus Christ? If so, then we invite you to
join us for Exodus 90, a 90 day spiritual program focused on
prayer, asceticism, and fraternity. If you are interested, we will
have an informational meeting on Tuesday, September 15 at
7:30 pm on Zoom. The program itself will begin on September
26. To get the Zoom link for the meeting and for complete
details on the program, go to neworcester.org/exodus-90.
Virtual Trivia and Theology for High School Youth - All high
school youth are invited to join us for a new monthly virtual
youth ministry series called Trivia & Theology! Join us on
the first Sunday of the month beginning on October 4 from 7-8
pm as we discuss various difficult questions and issues related
to our Catholic faith and how the Church answers those
questions. To sign up or for more information, go to
neworcester.org/trivia-and-theology.
Virtual Bible Study for Middle School Youth - All middle school
youth in 6-8th grade are invited to participate in the Diocesan
Middle School Bible Study! Join us for an 8-part study as we
take a closer look at Scripture, what it means, and why it is
important for our lives. If you are interested in learning more
about the Bible and how it all fits together, then this is the
perfect opportunity for you! Our study will be broken up into 8
sessions that will be roughly 45 minutes each. These sessions
will take place on the third Sunday of the month beginning on
October 18 at 6 pm . Over the course of the 8 sessions, we will
discuss how to read and approach the Bible, the basic story
from beginning to end, how to pray with Scripture through
"lectio divina", and how the Bible connects to our lives. To sign
up or for more information, go to neworcester.org/middleschool-bible-study
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(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
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Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts
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Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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