Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, October 30th
Vigil: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Nicholas L. Macchio (14th Anniversary)
by his family
Louie & Helen Marrella
by their daughter Diane
Sunday, October 31st
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Alex Gagnon
by his fiancée Britanie Dwyer
10:30 AM
Angelina Nano
by Gary & Linda Candelet
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, November 1st
ALL SAINTS
8:00 AM
All Souls in Purgatory & the Health of Teresa
Hernandez
by Irene Rojas
Tuesday, November 2nd
ALL SOULS
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Plante Family
by Larry & Pricilla LaBerge
Wednesday, November 3rd
St. Martin de Porres, Religious
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by r
Thursday, November 4th
St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop
8:00 AM
Anna Celona (Anniversary)
by her son Frank & family
Friday, November 5th
NO MASS
Saturday, November 6th
Vigil: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
MASS FOR THE FAITHFULL DEPARTED
Sunday, November 7th
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
M/M Nicholas Pandiscio & son Nicholas
by the Macchio family
Lou Buratti (1st Anniversary)
by Tee Cummings
11:45 PM
BAPTISM: Maive McNamara Wright
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Angelina Nano
by Gary & Linda Candelet

October 30 - 31, 2021
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
"And ‘to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all
your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself’ is worth more than
all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” (Mark 12:33) Of all the gifts that
God gives us, the one He wants the most is our heart. He wants us to
share out of our love for Him, not out of obligation. Using our talent in
parish ministry and contributing money to support our parish mission is
important, but it’s more important to spend time in prayer with God daily
and discern how He is calling us to be generous with all of our gifts. Not
just the visible ones, but the invisible ones like love, mercy and
forgiveness.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Kings 17:10-16
Second Reading Hebrews 9:24-28
Gospel Mark 12:38-44

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Next weekend is our monthly collection for Building &
Maintenance. Your help is appreciated, especially as we head
into the winter months. Thank you!
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Religious Education Classes for
students in Grades 1-8 and high school 9-11 will begin soon. As
of this week, we have received ten registrations. These classes
are for students who are NOT currently attending a Catholic
school. Registration forms are available online or in the back of
the church. Each student needs a registration form. Please fill
one out for each of your children that will be attending and place
it in the collection basket or mail it to the church office ASAP.
There is no cost. We will notify you of the start date and class
times. Your help in registering your child/children this week is
much appreciated.
The Mass Intention Book will open
on Wednesday, November 10th at
10am for the months of January –
June 2021. Phone requests can
be done (after that date) anytime during regular office hours. Only
four (4) weekend Masses are allowed for the entire year. There
are plenty of weekday 8:00 am Masses available. Important: It is
not necessary for you to come to the office but if you are planning
to do so, a face mask will be required. The office is not open on
Thursday or Friday.

Kieran Bridget Blake
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May she, along with her parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Marriage Banns are announced for
Ashley Brooks & Brandon Slaughter
on November 13, 2021

Dear Friends,
As we continue to read from Mark’s Gospel, our Lectionary skips a chapter that helps set the context for today’s
reading. If we were to read the sections skipped chapter 11 and part of chapter 12, we would hear about Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem, his cleansing of the Temple, and the questioning of Jesus’ authority by the chief priests, scribes, and
elders. The context, therefore, for this Gospel is Jesus’ growing exposure before the Jewish authorities. Jesus is being
questioned and tested by the Jewish authorities, yet the scribe who addresses Jesus in today’s Gospel seems to be an
admirer; he is not testing Jesus.
The question posed in today’s Gospel requires Jesus to interpret the Law of Moses. The Mosaic Law consists of
the Ten Commandments and many additional commandments, numbering into the hundreds. For a devout Jew,
adherence to the Mosaic Law is an expression of faithfulness to God’s covenant with Israel. The ranking of these
commandments was regularly debated among the teachers of the Law.
Jesus was not the only Jewish religious teacher to connect these two commandments, love of God and love of
neighbor. Both commandments were central elements of the religious tradition that Jesus learned from his Jewish
community. Indeed, these commandments continue to be central aspects of contemporary Jewish religious
understanding. Jesus’ response to his questioners proposed an integral connection between these two aspects of the
Jewish Law. Love of God finds its expression in our love for our neighbor. Many believe, however, that this connection
was heard in a new and fresh way when spoken by Jesus.
The scribe who questions Jesus in today’s Gospel engages in a positive dialogue with Jesus. He agrees with Jesus’
teaching that the commandments to love God and love neighbor stand above the commandment to offer worship and
sacrifice in the Temple. With this dialogue, Jesus appears to close the debate with the Jewish authorities. Mark reports
that no one dared to question Jesus further.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.

Please pray for the soul of
Joanne Hurley
May God grant her family peace.
Thanksgiving Turkey Collection –In years past, we have taken
up a collection to offset any additional
expenses for the donation of food
baskets & turkeys we have delivered
on behalf of Catholic Charities. This
year Catholic Charities has asked us to
donate only turkeys and they will round out the baskets with
food for the families they serve, as well as deliver them.
To that end, we are taking up a collection for the purchase of
turkeys on the weekend of November 13-14th. 100% of all
donations will go to our purchase of the turkeys and any
remaining, to Catholic Charities to help them in their efforts. We
ask that you please give in relation to the gifts we ourselves are
thankful for. Place your donation in a marked envelope if you
want it to be counted to your charitable giving for the year.
Thank you!

Frank Runyeon Live at Gardner Parish - Annunciation Parish will
welcome Frank Runyeon for a performance of the Sermon on
the Mount and Hollywood vs. Faith on Saturday, November 6th
at 7 pm at Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church, 135 Nichols St.,
Gardner. Admission is free, but free will offerings are gratefully
accepted.
Help Missing Catholics Come Home to Jesus and the Mass
How can we extend concrete, loving, and joyful invitations to our
missing brothers and sisters to return—especially for those who
have been away for years? Includes prayer, reflection,
talks, and small group sharing. Time/Date: 6:45 to 9:00 pm,
Tuesday, November 9, 2021 via Zoom.com
Speaker: Allan F. Wright, MA. Allan is a husband, father, Adjunct
Professor at Seton Hall University, NJ, Catholic Academy
Principal, author of 15 books, TV commentator, and radio host.
Find out more about him at http://www.allanwright.org.
FREE REGISTRATION by Friday, November 5, 2021 (limited
spaces!). To receive the Zoom session link, send your name,
email,
and
phone
number to
Esperanza
Oliveras, prae77group@gmail.com. (Hosted by the Parish Renewal
and Evangelization Committee [PRAE], Diocese of Worcester, MA, USA.)

IT’S BACK! St. Anthony Hospitality Committee is
happy to announce that we are again offering a
selection of boxed homemade pies for purchase
just in time for Thanksgiving! Order one for you, a
neighbor or friend. More information on pie selection, deadline
for order and date to pick-up will be in next week’s bulletin so
start planning your list of people you know who might enjoy a
fresh baked pie!

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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