Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, October 24th
Vigil: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family
Salvatore Salamone (3rd Anniversary) & Family
by his mother Grace
Sunday, October 25th
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Repose of the Souls of Life Care Residents
by Christian & Joycelyn Nogueira
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
The Emmanual & Erminia Morizzo Family
by Mary Morizzo
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, October 26th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, October 27th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, October 28th
Sts. Simon & Jude, Apostles
8:00 AM
Francis “Fran” LeClair
by a friend
Lynne (Romano) Martignetti
by her brother Doug & family
Thursday, October 29th
8:00 AM
Jeremy Bolio
by his father
Friday, October 30th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, October 31st
Vigil: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
All Deceased Parishioners
by the Parish
Sunday, November 1st
ALL SAINTS
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
M/M Nicholas Pandiscio & son Nicholas
by the Macchio family
Beverly Jerszyk
by her family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Jeremy Bolio
by his father

October 24 - 25, 2020
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
" You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul
and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37) Do you put other “gods” before
God? Is your love of money, power, status, comfort or some personal
possession greater than your love for God? Do you really recognize that
everything you have and that everything you are is a gift from God? The
good news – it’s not too late to put God first in all things in your life.
READ AND PREPARE
This week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14
Second Reading 1 John 3:1-3
Gospel Matthew 5:1-12a

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Drive-up Communion to be held this Sunday, October 25th from
11:30 to noon and every LAST Sunday of each month until further
notice. If you or someone you know has not felt comfortable
attending Mass and you would like to receive, please “drive-by”
the church parking lot next to the Rectory on Sunday!
In case you missed it last week…
Parish Facility Update: I want to keep everyone informed of the
maintenance issues we have addressed and ones that are in the
planning stages.
• Our handicap ramp has been structurally repaired.
• Routine maintenance has been done to the heating
systems for both the church and rectory to ready for the
fall & winter. Minor replacement parts were needed.
• Church ceiling & lighting replacement is currently in
progress in the Ell. The old ceiling tiles and supports are
down and new wiring is being installed for the lighting
before the new tiles can go up. While this in progress,
that section of the church is not in use.
• There is a portion of the church slate roof – in the rear
of the building – that needs replacement. Rockwell
Roofing has been selected for the project. We are
waiting on approval from the Diocesan Building
Commission before we move forward. They meet the first
week of November.
• There is a city water pipe that enters the rectory in need
of repair from the rectory to the street. The contractor &
the water department have been in contact and plan to
address this before the cold weather sets in.
If anyone has any questions or concerns on the above, please
don’t hesitate to contact me. With continued guidance from your
Finance Board, I will remain a good steward of the parish funds
and try to keep the buildings in good condition for our future.
BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Our monthly
Building & Maintenance collection will be taken
up at all Masses next weekend. If you are not
physically attending Mass and have not been
contributing to this collection by mail, we ask you
to please consider giving what you can.

Dear Friends,
This week’s Gospel follows close behind last weekends. It is the last of three questions put to Jesus by
Jewish religious leaders who are trying to trick him into saying something that might get him arrested. This
reminds us that the context for today’s reading is the mounting tension between Jesus and the religious
leaders in Jerusalem.
The Herodians and the Pharisees asked the first question, which was about taxes. The Sadducees asked
the second question, which was about the Resurrection. The third question, considered in today’s Gospel, is
asked by a Pharisee who asks Jesus about the greatest of the commandments.
The question requires Jesus to interpret the Law of Moses. The Mosaic Law consists of the Ten
Commandments and many additional rules, numbering over six hundred. Adherence to the Mosaic Law, for a
devout Jew, is an expression of faithfulness to God’s covenant with Israel. The ranking of the Commandments
was regularly debated among the teachers of the Law.
Jesus answers the Pharisees’ question with a two-fold summary. Jesus says that all of the
commandments can be summarized in two commandments: love God and love your neighbor. Both of these
were central elements of the religious tradition Jesus learned from his Jewish community. Indeed, these
continue to be central aspects of contemporary Jewish religious understanding. Jesus’ response to his
questioners proposed an integral connection between these two aspects of the Jewish Law. Love of God finds
its expression in our love for our neighbor.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
These donations are picked
up/delivered once a week or as needed. Many individuals and
families rely on your donations. Please help those in immediate
need right in our own community.

The Mass Intention Book will open on Wednesday, November
4th at 10am for the months of January – June 2021. Phone
requests can be done (after that date) anytime during regular
office hours. Only four (4) weekend Masses are allowed for the
entire year in order that everyone has equal opportunity to
schedule a Saturday or Sunday Mass. There are plenty of
weekday 8:00 am Masses available. Important: It is not
necessary for you to come to the office but if you are planning
to do so, only 1 person at a time will be permitted to enter the
building. Remember to wear a mask, you will not be allowed to
enter without one. The office is not open on Thursday or Friday.
Virtual Trivia and Theology for High School Youth
All high school youth are invited to join in for the next Trivia &
Theology night! Join us on the Sunday, Nov. 1 from 7-8pm via
Zoom. We will start with some miscellaneous trivia (top score
gets a $20 Dunkin gift card!). We’ll then continue with the next

part of our apologetics series which will be a discussion on the
topic “Why be a Christian?” We will explore the differences
between Christianity and other world religions and discuss who
Jesus really is and why it makes sense to follow Him. Our guest
speaker will be Derek Mobilio, one of our seminarians. To sign
up to receive the Zoom link or for more information, go to
neworcester.org/trivia....
Watch Virtual Celebrate Priesthood Online - On Monday,
October 26 from 6 to 6:45 pm, we will host the VIRTUAL
Celebrate Priesthood on worcesterdiocese.org. Watch live from
a computer, tablet, or smartphone, or check it out later to watch
the recorded event.
Post tribute to your favorite priest on Facebook! Visit
facebook.com/celebrate... and post your favorite memory or a
tribute to your favorite priest. and check out the many postings
that people have already contributed.
Attention all Men: A Weekly Rosary Group is beginning at St.
Cecilia's in Leominster. Join us in the Church each Wednesday
evening at 7pm, for a half hour, while we come together to pray
the Rosary. Bring your sons, brothers, nephews, uncles, dad, or
grandsons and bring your intentions. It is a time for the men to
prayerfully join together and pray the Holy Rosary of the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary. We will provide a rosary for you, if needed
and a copy of the prayers. We hope to see you there!
Prayer for the Election Year of a President
God of mercy, our nation is in a time of great transition. With all
of the injustice and fear in our world today, we ask you to inspire
us and guide us as we participate in the upcoming presidential
elections. We seek a government that upholds and protects
human rights and justice for all its citizens, regardless of race,
class, gender, or religion. Move and inspire us by your presence
among us in the most vulnerable in our society. For their tears
are your tears, their pain is your pain, their suffering is your
suffering. In gratitude for the right to vote, we pray.
- Anna Misleh-

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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