Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, October 23rd
Vigil: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family
Mary Patient (1st Anniversary)
by her family
Sunday, October 24th
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Bridget Clayton
by Susan LeBlanc
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne & family
Deceased of the Emmanuel Morizzo Family
by their family
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Kieran Bridget Blake
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, October 25th
8:00 AM
Peter Michaelian
by wife MaryAnn
Laura Cali
by her husband & family
Tuesday, October 26th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, October 27th
8:00 AM
James Babineau
by his sister
Thursday, October 28th
Saints Simon & Jude, Apostles
8:00 AM
Lynne Martignetti
by her brother Doug & family
Friday, October 29th
NO MASS
Saturday, October 30th
2:30 PM

BAPTISM: Lucas Allen & Bennett Tyler Wright

Vigil: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Nicholas L. Macchio (14th Anniversary)
by his family
Louie & Helen Marrella
by his daughter Diane
Sunday, October 31st
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Alex Gagnon
by his fiancée Britanie Dwyer
10:30 AM
Angelina Nano
by Gary & Linda Candelet
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

October 23 - 24, 2021
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"And Jesus said to him, ‘Go your way; your faith has made you well.’ And
immediately he received his sight and followed him on the way.” (Mark
10:52) Faith is believing in something even though you may not be able
to physically see it. Many people think that miracles don’t happen
anymore. This is hard but try to focus on the positive and not the
negative things in your life. When you focus on your blessings instead of
your hardships, miracles will seem common. You will see God’s active
presence in your daily life. You will begin to develop an attitude of
gratitude.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Deuteronomy 6:2-6
Second Reading Hebrews 7:23-28
Gospel Mark 12:28b-34

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Today is World Mission Sunday – If you did not bring your
envelope and intend to contribute, please do so next weekend.
**Our diocesan collections are submitted one week after the
actual collection. As is the case for any diocesan donation, if they
are received late, they will be included towards the following
appeal. Please place your envelope in with the regular collection.
Thank you.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: Religious Education Classes for
students in Grades 1-8 and high school 9-11 will begin soon. As
of this week, we have only received three registrations. These
classes are for students who are NOT currently attending a
Catholic school. Registration forms are available online or in the
back of the church. Each student needs a registration form.
Please fill one out for each of your children that will be attending
and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the church office
ASAP. There is no cost. We will notify you of the start date and
class times. Your help in registering your child/children this week
is much appreciated. Registration & preparation for First Holy
Communion (2nd grade) and Confirmation (high school) is for all
students regardless of where they attend school. Please speak
to Fr. Juan for questions.
The Mass Intention Book will open
on Wednesday, November 10th at
10am for the months of January –
June 2021. Phone requests can
be done (after that date) anytime during regular office hours. Only
four (4) weekend Masses are allowed for the entire year. There
are plenty of weekday 8:00 am Masses available. Important: It is
not necessary for you to come to the office but if you are planning
to do so, a face mask will be required. The office is not open on
Thursday or Friday.

Please pray for the souls of
Josephine Brasili
&
Angelina Nano
May God grant their families peace.

Dear Friends,
In the Gospel Reading today we are presented with the encounter between our Lord Jesus Christ and a blind
man called Bartimaeus son of Timaeus.
Bartimaeus knew what he needed not what he wanted! If he would’ve asked for what he wanted he had asked
for money or for a good position in society….
This cry must have touched Jesus in a personal way. Firstly, he was called by his proper title, and secondly, he
was called to do what was prominent in the Manifesto of the Messiah (Luke 4:18); to give sight to the blind! The
productive thing he had to do was to stop his journey and attend to a faith-filled man who needed a divine touch. Our
Lord needed to stop to attend to a would-be disciple of his. He needed to stop to bring light to the darkened world of
Bartimaeus.
Our Lord then asked him to come! Instantly, with the encouragement of those who despised him earlier he
jumped up, and throwing his cloak away he ran to Jesus. We need to examine the story so far! His persistence brought
about the attention of Jesus and consequently, he was invited by him. It is worth noting that those who hushed him
down earlier changed their words. They moved from hushing to helping.
This is very true in our lives, if we refuse to be distracted by criticisms and focus on our goal those who shouted
at us saying: “who are you?” will turn back with a mild voice to ask us:” how are you?” It is also very significant to note
that Bartimaeus threw away his cloak before running to Jesus. The cloak served as his mattress, blanket, and pillow. It
was his comforter. With the call from Jesus, he discarded that material comfort and went to embrace eternal comfort.
On our way to answer the call of Jesus, there is a need for us to discard our material comforts. There is a need for us to
move away from those comfort zones. There is a need for us to move to a new position. We cannot be doing the same
thing over and over again and expect a different result. Bartimaeus had to do things differently in order to get a different
result.
After receiving his sight. We are told that he followed Jesus Christ. That meant that he became a disciple. He did
not run back to reply to his critics, he did not run to his home to make a case against those who may have taken away
his properties. He rather saw clearly the right person to follow (Jesus Christ-the Savior) Bartimaeus could not have
made a better choice than the choice of following Jesus. Turning to ourselves we ask: “what do we do when we receive
favors from God?” Do we turn to him in appreciation and follow him wherever he leads us or do we take a vacation from
him to take care of our material and selfish interests. There is no doubt that many of us are seriously indebted to God
for innumerable favors we have received. There are some of us who have never processed to the Altar for thanksgiving
to God for His blessings in our lives.
From all indications, there is a need for us to have our sights back! We may be physically seeing but morally and
spiritually we may be blind. Our ingratitude to God and to our fellow human beings are borne out of inner blindness.
Our inattention to the word of God is a product of severe spiritual blindness. Like Bartimaeus, some of us are sitting
comfortably by the roadside of life without realizing that we are blind and that we need to get up, get back our spiritual
insights and move ahead with the Lord into the Jerusalem of peace. Some of us are still focusing on the crowd and their
discouragement instead of calling out on the Lord.
Some of us are still covering ourselves with the cloak of material comfort. We have to throw away that cloak
covering our sins and come to God the way we are in order to get to the next level. Some of us have refused to call on
the Lord as he is passing by. There is still time, even today as we encounter him at the Eucharistic table. Let us not allow
him to pass us by without effecting that healing in our lives; without giving us back our sight! O Lord heal us so that we
may see!
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
St. Bernard’s Open House! - You are invited to the St. Bernard’s
High School Fall Open House on Thursday October 28th. There
are two sessions Session 1: 5-6:30pm and Session 2: 6:30-

8pm. To register for this event, visit our website
at www.stbernardshighschool.org. for questions, please call
the Admissions Office at 978-342-3212 x107. Space is
limited, register today!
Count Down to Christmas Craft Fair - The St. Anna Society is
holding a Christmas Craft Fair on Friday, Oct. 29th from 4:00 –
8:00pm and Saturday, Oct. 30th from 9 am – 5:30 pm at St.
Anna’s Parish. Chinese auction, lottery scratch ticket frame,
children and adult Ornament Tree, Crafts, designer baskets,
attic treasures and Nonnie’s Café featuring many food options
& delicious baked goods. Come join us in the Church hall, 194
Lancaster St., Leominster.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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