Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, October 14th
Vigil: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Lawrence Badagliacca (9th Anniversary)
and his mother Nancy
by their family
Sunday, October 15th
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Bruno DiPace
by his wife Lucille & family
10:30 AM

Emmanuel & Erminia Morizzo Family
by their family

12:30 PM

African Community Mass

Monday, October 16th
St. Hedwig, Religious
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, October 17th
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop & Martyr
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Wednesday, October 18th
St. Luke, Evangelist
7:00 AM
Special Intentions
by Nogueria family
6:30 PM
Spanish Community Mass
Thursday, October 19th
7:00 AM
Carol Morin
by Elena Lanzilotti
Friday, October 20th
NO MASS
Saturday, October 21st
Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Rose Bisol
by the Members of the Serra Club
Sunday, 0ctober 22nd
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Rose Champa
by her family
10:30 AM

Dominic (Mike) Dantini (25th Anniversary)
by his family

October 14-15, 2017
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“My God will supply whatever you need…” (PHILIPPIANS
4:19) God really does provide for those who are grateful
and generous. This is very difficult for people that don’t live
a stewardship lifestyle to believe. People are skeptical and
say it’s just coincidence. If you are skeptical, try living a
stewardship lifestyle for just one month – be generous with
your gifts of time, talent and treasure and see how God
provides for your needs.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
Second Reading Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Gospel Matthew 22:15-21

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Spanish Mass – Fr. Juan would like you to know that he has
begun a Mass here at St. Anthony’s for the Spanish
speaking community. The Mass is held on Wednesday
evenings at 6:30 and is preached in Spanish. All are
welcome to attend!
The Altar Society will meet on Saturday, October 28th in the
church at 10:00 AM. We are inviting new members to help
with the decorating and maintenance of the Altar area. If
there is a funeral that morning, we will meet at 11:30
AM. Please call Sandy Champa at 978-855-1644 if you are
interested or would like more information.
The Mass Intention Book will be open on Wednesday,
November 1st at 10:00 AM. This is for the months of
January – June only. Please remember that there is a limit
of FOUR weekend Masses. We ask you to please be
courteous to others when booking your weekend and
weekday evening Masses. Thank you.
UPDATE ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION There will be an
important mandatory meeting for all parents/guardians of
religious education students on Wednesday, November 1st
at 7 PM in the Venerini Building. Religious Education begins
with a Mass on Sunday, November 5th at 10:30. We
encourage all students and their families to attend. Classes
begin on Wednesday, November 8th from 4-5PM in the
Venerini Building. If you did not receive a phone call and/or
email from Fr. Juan this past week, please call the office.

WEEKLY COLLECTION OCTOBER 7-8, 2017
Sunday Offerings
Online Giving

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
for the health of Dario D.
by his family

TOTAL

$3,237
$99
$3,336

Dear Friends,
“What is appropriate to wear to church?” is the wrong question. Not only does it completely miss the
point, but when you try to narrow down exactly what styles/cuts/fits/lengths are and are not appropriate,
you’re pretty much guaranteed to wind up in a legalistic mess. Plus, it doesn’t take into account various
circumstances and situations. For example:
- The divorced man who is finally ready to attend church for the first time in years, but the nicest
thing he owns is a pair of ripped up jeans and a wrinkly old t-shirt. Should he not come?
- The party girl who is fed up with her current lifestyle and ready to make a change, but the nicest
thing in her closet is still pretty risqué. Should she not come?
- The tired mom who barely made it out of the house, who didn’t have the energy for yet another
clothing battle this morning. Should she not come?
- The family who is desperately struggling to make ends meet, but who has chosen to contribute to
their Church faithfully even if it means they go without nice clothes. Should they not come?
The truth is, wearing nice clothes doesn’t make you a better Christian, or more holy. How sad to
think that people miss out on church every Sunday simply because they don’t have the “right” clothes to
wear!
BUT, the truth is, there is a big difference between someone who comes to church in clothes that
aren’t as nice because they don’t have the time, energy or money and someone who comes to church in
clothes that aren’t as nice because they are lazy. And honestly, don’t most of us fall into that second category
more often than we’d like to admit? We don’t think about preparing for Sunday until it gets here, and so
when church time rolls around, we pretty much grab whatever we can find that’s reasonably clean and head
out the door. We dress up for date nights with our husbands. We dress up for back to school night to meet
our children’s teachers. We dress up to impress our friends when we get a girls’ night out. But it’s too much
to ask to dress up for one hour a week to meet with the King of Kings?
Again, not that dress matters–it doesn’t–but it just shows where our heart is at.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan S. Ramirez

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food pantry.
When you do your shopping perhaps you could add one or
two extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the
entrances of the church. Thank you.
World Mission Sunday Collection – Bishop McManus
writes “I urge all in our diocesan family to share in the
work of evangelization, offering your prayers and
sacrifices for the Church's missionary efforts and in a
special way on this World Mission Sunday on the weekend
of October 22. Your generous support for this collection
will also be a source of blessing for our own Diocese as
we place evangelization at the heart of our Church's life
and mission. This year, we are invited as well into a
special opportunity to engage with Pope Francis and learn
more about his missions. To do so, visit missio.org.”
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “On this mountain he will
destroy the veil that veils all peoples.” Learn how to put
aside the veils and masks that prevent true intimacy with
your spouse by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are

October 21-22 in Contoocook, NH and December 2-3 in
Brewster, MA. For more information, visit us at
https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary
at 800-710-9963.

ST. ANTHONY OCTOBER FEAST!
Please join us on Saturday, October 21st from 11 – 3 PM
We are taking advance orders of Cannoli for pick-up the
day of our Feast, Please fill in the form below if you wish
to order. There will be a “limited” amount on hand the day
of the feast so place your order to insure you have them!
Dutch Kitchen has generously donated all the ingredients
and shells for 400 small size Cannoli which will be filled
on site.
***Due to a low count for pre-ordered poutines, we are
unable to offer them to you. We apologize for any
inconvenience.
Please cut-out below and return to the church office:
I wish to purchase __________ cannoli at $2.50 each.
Name ________________________________________
Phone Number ________________________________
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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