Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, September 30th
Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Francesco Penetti
by his grandchildren
Sunday, October 1st
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Beverly Laino Obie
by her sisters
10:30 AM

Giuseppina Volpe (17th Anniversary)
by her daughters Florence & Ann

Monday, October 2nd
The Holy Guardian Angels
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
1:00 PM

Mass at the Fitchburg Greens

Tuesday, October
7:00 AM
Joseph Marrone
by his daughters

October 1, 2017
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Do nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly regard
others as more important than yourselves…” (Philippians
2:3) Pride and ego are hard things to control. We see how
others act or dress and think we are superior to them. We
idolize our own self-image. But, if we truly believe
everything is a gift from God, we recognize all the people
that God has put in our lives as gifts! We are grateful for
how they enrich our lives. Pray every day for the people in
your life.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7
Second Reading Philippians 4:6-9
Gospel Matthew 21:33-43

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

3rd

Wednesday, October 4th
St. Francis of Assisi
7:00 AM
Rita Deely
by her brother
Thursday, October 5th
St. Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest
7:00 AM
Sandra Francavilla
by Louise Lemmo
Friday, October 6th
St. Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin
NO MASS
Saturday, October 7th
Vigil: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased Members of Order Sons of Italy
by their fellow members
Sunday, 0ctober 8th
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Louise Pagnotto (3rd Anniversary)
by her daughters
10:30 AM

Kenneth Thibeault
by his godmother Elena

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
K.D.N. –Continued Health Improvement
by his Mom

Blessing of the Pets will be on Saturday, October 7th at
11am outside by the St. Anthony Statue. In case
of inclement weather, it will be held in the church
hall. All pets must be secured in pet carriers or on
leashes please. All pets welcome!
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: If you have a child in
attending school in grade 1 – 10 and have not already
submitted a Religious Education Registration Form, please
fill one out immediately. An announcement will be coming
in the next week to inform you of the start date, place, time,
etc. If you child is attending a Catholic school, they already
receive religious education daily and do not need to attend
these classes. The exception is for Grade 2 (First Holy
Communion) and High School (Confirmation). They will
need to register so that they can attend Sacramental
Preparation classes here at the parish. Information will be
in the bulletin as well as the website as it becomes
available.
Hurricane Irma Collection was taken up at all Masses this
weekend. If you did not come prepared and wish to donate,
please put your donation in an envelope and place in the
collection basket next weekend. Thank you for your
compassion and giving.

Please pray for the soul of
Carol Morin
who died this past week
and may God grant her family peace.

WEEKLY COLLECTION SEPTEMBER 23-24, 2017
Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$2,811
$554
$3,365

Dear Friends,
The Gospels over the next few weeks begin to show the clashes that began to happen between Jesus
and the authorities - conflicts that were to lead eventually to His death. Today, He highlights the difference
between those who pay lip service to God - and those who, having set out on the wrong track, change their
minds and turn back to do as He asks.
The situation that Jesus describes is one that we are all familiar with. We have all met those who say
they will do something - and then find that they have not - and those who start out being against an idea or
refuse a request but who then think better of it and get on with it.
Jesus is making it clear that saying that one loves God and wishes to be a part of the Kingdom is not
enough. The chief priests and the elders honored the Law and taught it - but had become stuck in their
observation of it. The tax collectors and prostitutes had turned their backs on the Law and were, therefore,
seen as outside God’s salvation.
However, they were the ones who saw that God was doing a new thing in Jesus and were changing
their ways - repenting of the sin and setting out on a new life that was to lead them into the Kingdom.
For those who had led lives of great goodness and uprightness, the thought that such people would
enter heaven before them was appalling.
Jesus reminds them of John the Baptist’s example of true righteousness - a man on fire with love and
zeal for God and says that, even having seen that, they are not prepared to believe and change.
It reminds us not to get complacent too. The Gospel is a challenge to change - to grow. It is not to
become comfortable with the idea that we have “arrived” and have all the answers but to be constantly
aware that there are failings in us to overcome. We need constantly to fix our eyes on Christ - and be
prepared to leave behind the things that hold us back - travel lightly and join the tax collectors and
prostitutes on the journey to heaven.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan S. Ramirez
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “Your ways, O LORD,
make known to me; teach me your paths.” Explore the
paths with your spouse by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME
Weekends are October 21-22 in Contoocook, NH and
December 2-3 in Brewster, MA. For more information, visit
us at https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen & Michelle
O'Leary at 800-710-9963.

Broken Rosary Beads? – Did you know that Rose Marie
Thibert, of M.I.A. Rosary Making is on the
premises at St. Anthony and will repair any
broken wire or twine rosary beads? She asks
for nothing in return but to use the beads once
fixed. She also makes rosaries for special occasions. If
you are in need of bead repair please call Rose Marie at
978-345-2602 to schedule a drop off.

"Our Lady in Scripture, Tradition and Catholic Devotion"
A faith-filled look at the role of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
the life of the Church is being offered Thursday, Sept. 28
through Thursday Nov. 16 at 6:30pm in the St. Cecilia
Parish Center, Leominster with Fr. Bob Bruso.

We are taking advance orders of Cannoli & Poutines for
pick-up the day of our October Feast, October 21.
Please fill in the form below if you wish to order.

Sons of Italy #169 invite all members to come to the
Saturday, 4:00 Mass on October 7th in honor and
remembrance of their fellow deceased members on this
Columbus Day Weekend. Please try to sit together as a
group in the front pews of the church.

Dutch Kitchen has generously donated all the ingredients
and shells for 400 small size Cannoli which will be filled
on site. The poutines are made by the “Poutine Ladies”.
Please cut-out below and return to the church office:
I wish to purchase __________ cannoli at $2.50 each.
I wish to purchase __________ poutines at $6 each.
Name ________________________________________
Phone Number ________________________________

ST. ANTHONY of PADUA PARISH
1ST ANNUAL OCTOBER FEAST
Saturday, October 21, 2017
11:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
FOOD … RAFFLES … KIDS ACTIVITIES … MUSIC
BEER & WINE
Join our Community as we celebrate and feast together. Here
are just some of the wonderful foods and spirits:
Aioli – Pasta Fagioli
Ziti & Meatballs – Eggplant Parmesan
Hamburger/Cheeseburger – Sausage, Peppers & Onions
Beans and Rice
Poutines
Cannoli – Baked Goodies
Beer & Wine
Kid’s Activities: Face Painting, Pumpkin Decorating,
Scarecrow Making, Cupcake Decorating, Halloween Crafts and
Costume Parade. All six activities for one price – $5.00!
RAFFLES
Money, Prizes, Sports Tickets
Wheelbarrow of Booze
Pre-orders for Poutines and Cannoli can be placed prior to the
event by calling Patty Martin at (978) 790-9427 OR fill in the
order form found in our St. Anthony Bulletin.

ST. ANTHONY’S OCTOBER FEAST
October 21, 2017 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
What a great start to our Feast! Donations, Booze and Help have been coming in … but,
we can use more. Please pick up a flyer in the back of the Church and let us know what
you can do to help.
ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE KIDS ACTIVITIES
We are having SIX areas of fun for our kids: Face Painting, Pumpkin Decorating,
Scarecrow Making, Cupcake Decorating, Halloween Crafts and a Costume Parade.
We need donations and supplies. A lot of these can be found around your house. If you
can help please drop off any donations of supplies to the Church Office:
Face Paint Kit(s) … 2 are needed
Small make-up sponges and 2 hand held mirrors
Old newspaper or bagged leaves (for stuffing scarecrows)
Sting, yarn, twine and Old hats
Old children’s clothes – jeans and shirts – for scarecrow bodies
White or light colored pillow cases (time to clean out the linen closet) – for scarecrow faces
Fabric markers or Sharpies
Four dozen unfrosted yellow cupcakes; Four dozen unfrosted chocolate cupcakes
Three cans white frosting; Three cans chocolate frosting
Fall colored sprinkles, candy corn, Halloween sprinkles, fall colored M&M’s, gum drops
PASTRIES AND BAKED GOODIES NEED FOR THE FEAST
Pastries and baked goods can be dropped off at the Church Office on Friday, October 20th.
Please contact Patty Martin for more information.
We will be accepting pre-orders for Cannoli’s and Poutines. Look for more information
to come.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT OUR COMMITTEE:
Finance/Donations: Deb Mercadante (978) 618-1684—Food: Cindy Merrill (978) 424-5061—Pastry: Patty Martin
(978) 790-9427—Raffle/Helpers: Pat DiConza (508) 826-4858—Kid’s Activities: Therese Garner (978) 868-6813—
Grounds and Logistics: Mark Tocci (508) 932-9036 and Guy Arsenault (978) 343-7836—Marketing: Fr. Juan
Ramirez (978) 342-2491 and Angela Saball (978) 866-8332.
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

