Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 27th
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Blair Babineau
by his daughters
David Papa (4 Month)
by his mother & family
Sunday, November 28th
First Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Robert Saccone
by his mother Florence & sister Lori
10:30 AM
Thomas & Rita Buckley
by their family
Bob Babeau
by his friend Elena
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, November 29th
8:00 AM
Ralph DiGeronimo (2nd Anniversary)
by his daughter Sarah
Tuesday, November 30th
St. Andrew, Apostle
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, December 1st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, December 2nd
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, December 3rd
St. Francis Xavier, Priest
NO MASS
Saturday, December 4th
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Francesco Penetti
by his wife Connie & children
Joseph (Dick) Madonia (6 Month)
by his Susan & family
Sunday, December 5th
First Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Mario & Grace Zarrella
by their daughter Angela
10:30 AM
Good Health of Mind & Body
for the Berube Family
by Rene Berube
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy

November 27 - 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent
"But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your
heads because your redemption is at hand.” (Luke 21:28) We celebrate
Advent each year in preparation for the birth of Jesus, His first coming,
as we await His second coming. What will you do differently this Advent
season to grow in friendship and love with Jesus? How will you inspire
others to do the same? Start by sharing your God story with others,
especially those closest to you. Invite and accompany them on their
faith journey this Advent.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Baruch 5”1-9
Second Reading Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
Gospel Luke 3:1-6

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Building & Maintenance Collection will be taken up at all Masses
NEXT weekend, December 4 & 5th. Thank you in advance.
Thank You! – Your generosity is heartwarming. The parish was
able to purchase and pay for the requested 30 turkeys and the
remaining $948 was sent off to Catholic Charities for them to
round out the food for their Thanksgiving meals. God bless you
for your charity to others. Special thanks to Angela & Al Saball
for ordering & picking up the turkeys and delivering them to
Catholic Charities on our behalf.
Volunteers Needed! - Our Father’s Table Feeding Ministry located
at Faith Christian Church, 40 Boutelle St. in Fitchburg, is looking
for some volunteer help for picking up food items at grocery
stores in Fitchburg and bringing them back to Our Father’s Table.
This would on your time schedule for approximately 1 and 1/2
hours on Tuesday and/or Thursday from 7:30 AM to 9 AM. We
have one person who goes on both days, but they need some
help from one other person to lift some of the heavier food boxes.
We are also looking for a backup person to go to Worcester
County Food Bank in Shrewsbury on Thursday afternoon between
1 to 4 PM to pick up food only when needed. We have a volunteer
with a pickup truck who goes on Thursdays to Shrewsbury, and
they need another person to help. Please call 978-345-6950
and leave your contact info or send an email to:
david.sciabarrasi@comcast.net.
Thank you for your
consideration.
These are our November Birthdays
in order of eldest to youngest!
Sorry for the belated notice.
90+ Elena
Lanzilotti,
Lucille
DiPace, Phyllis DiConza, Theresa
Cote
80+
Kenneth Bujold, Louis LeBlanc, Ruth Cushing, Nancy
Howe, Joanne DiPrima, Jane Austin, Linda Burke
70+
George Baho, Gail Ide, George Carpenter, Patricia
Carpenter, Ronald Gabriele, Peter Allaire, Mary Aho, Nancy
Bizzotto, Edmund Daniels, Kathryn Catalfamo
We pray that their year will be filled with joy and peace and thank
God for the lives they touch!

Dear Friends,
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sunday of the new liturgical year. The Advent season
includes the four Sundays that precede Christmas. Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of the Lord. In this
season, we recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord in glory and the incarnation of the Lord
in the birth of Jesus. The key themes of the Advent season are watchful waiting, preparation, and justice.
Today's Gospel is taken from the last chapter before the passion narrative in which Jesus is teaching in the
Temple. We hear Jesus speak to his disciples about the need for vigilance and prayer as they wait for the coming of the
Son of Man in glory. This passage marks the conclusion of a lengthy dialogue in which Jesus predicts the destruction of
the Temple in Jerusalem, warns about the persecution and tribulations to follow and identifies the signs that will signal
the coming of the Son of Man in glory.
The community for whom Luke wrote his Gospel may have believed that they were already experiencing some
of the events Jesus described. Most scholars believe that Luke's Gospel was written after the destruction of Jerusalem
by the Romans in 70 A.D. At the time, many Christians interpreted this event as an indication that Jesus' second coming
was near.
Though Jesus predicts a time of destruction and fear, Jesus indicates that others will be frightened; Jesus'
disciples are not to fear but are to stand tall. Yet Jesus does not promise deliverance from anxiety or tribulations. He
encourages his disciples to pray for strength. The early Christian communities did not find consolation in the promise
of a utopia, nor should we. Instead, we find in our Christian faith the means by which we witness God's unfailing love
for us in all circumstances.
Jesus' predictions about the end times may sound dire, but in the next paragraph, Luke tells us that people woke
early to listen to Jesus' teaching in the Temple area. In his person and in his message, those who heard Jesus found
strength and consolation. Like the first Christians, we may encounter events and circumstances that could lead us to
despair. Through prayer, however, we find strength and consolation in Jesus' words and in his continuing presence with
us to endure all things and to witness to the action of God in our world.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW MORE THAN EVER
As we enter into the cold of Fall & Winter the
need grows even more for food, as families
struggle to keep their homes warm. If you do not
contribute, or do not do so regularly, please
consider bringing one or two items at least once a month. It’s
not much of a sacrifice for most of us but it helps families out
more than you can imagine! Please help St. Francis Food Pantry
as well as Catholic Charities Women’s Personal Hygiene &
Toiletry Pantry to continue their efforts to feed and shelter the
less fortunate.
Christmas Meat Raffle - The Joseph P. Keating Knights of
Columbus will be hosting a Christmas Meat Raffle on Friday,
December 3rd at 7:00 PM. All proceeds benefit the Knights of
Columbus charitable programs.
The St Vincent De Paul Clothing & Shoe Bin
Is Here! The bin is for Gently Used Clothing
& Shoes and is in our School Parking Lot
(just to the right of the main entrance).
Please help by placing your donations in
the bin! NO Books Please!
Funds raised from bins go to essential
needs like fuel, rent, gas, food, repairs, and to hopefully sustain
a future store. St. Vincent de Paul is dedicated to helping
individuals and families in our community in need. For more
information contact the SVDP Worcester Diocesan Council at
508-556-0559 or go to www.svdpworcester.org. Thank you!

Our Giving Tree has returned! This year
we have been asked to conduct our gift
giving
for
Catholic
Charities
(approximately 75 children) and ASNCM
(formerly Montachusett Home Health
Care (approximately 30 elders) as well as
26 Seminarians. The Seminarian gift cards should be mailed
back directly through the envelope provided.
If you are not comfortable going to the store you can make a
monetary donation for a child or elder and drop it off at Mass.
Please include the “tag” with your gift/donation. If you can help,
we ask you to return your gifts for both agencies to the church
or directly to the agencies no later than Wednesday, December
15th. Please call them if you want to drop off directly.
Catholic Charities: Catholic Charities of Worcester County, 196
Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978-840-0696).
**ASNCM, 680 Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978466-1508).
**Montachusett Home Care has changed their name to Aging
Services of North Central Mass or ASNCM. They provide quality
services to 60+ and individuals with disabilities. They are
requesting only gift cards be purchased. If possible, from places
like Walmart or Target where the recipients can purchase
groceries or other goods in one place. Of course, any gift cards
are appreciated, like Market Basket & Hannaford. They are not
providing names this year.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

CAULEY’S

(978) 342-3029

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

“Do Unto Others…”

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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