Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-1
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 26th
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Pettrica Family
by the DiVito Family
Blair Babineau
by his daughter
Sunday, November 27th
First Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Peter A. Gravelle
by MaryAnn Michaelian
10:30 AM
Bob Babeau (3rd Anniversary)
by his friend Elena
Thomas & Rita Buckley
by their Family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, November 28th
8:00 AM
George & Josephine Carpenter
by George & Patricia Carpenter
Tuesday, November 29th
8:00 AM
Ralph DiGeronimo (3rd Anniversary)
by his daughter Sarah
Wednesday, November 30th
St. Andrew, Apostle
8:00 AM
Barbara Carbone
by the Carbone Family
Thursday, December 1st
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, December 2nd
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, December 3rd
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM
Giuliano & Clementine DiVito
by the DiVito Family
Donald Cormier (3rd Anniversary)
by his wife Lorraine & Family
Sunday, December 4th
Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM
Peter A. Gravelle
by Linda & Gary Candelet & Marie Carbone
10:30 AM
Richard “Dick” Madonia
by his wife Susan
Ronald Bouchard
by his Family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn

November 26 - 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent
“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will
come.” (Matthew 24:42) People who have had health issues or neardeath experiences generally have a greater appreciation for each day
being a gift from God. The rest of us usually take for granted that we will
be around tomorrow. But when you start to look at each day as a gift,
you realize all the little miracles that happen daily and you begin to see
God’s active presence in your life. You grow in gratitude, each day, for all
that we have been given.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 11:1-10
Second Reading Romans 15:4-9
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Once again, we have been asked to
conduct our gift giving for Catholic
Charities (approximately 100 children)
and **ASNCM (formerly Montachusett
Home Health Care (approximately 30
elders) as well as 22 Seminarians. The
Seminarian gift cards should be mailed back directly through the
envelope provided.
If you are not comfortable going to the store you can make a
monetary donation for a child or elder and drop it off at Mass.
Please include the “tag” with your gift/donation. If you can help,
we ask you to return your gifts for both agencies to the church or
directly to the agencies no later than Monday, December 12th.
Please call them if you want to drop off directly.
Catholic Charities: Catholic Charities of Worcester County, 196
Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978-840-0696).
**ASNCM, 680 Mechanic Street, Leominster, MA 01453 (978466-1508).
**Aging Services of North Central Mass or ASNCM. provides
quality services to individuals 60+ and those with disabilities.
They are requesting only gift cards be purchased. If possible, from
places like Walmart or Target where the recipients can purchase
groceries or other goods in one place. Of course, any gift cards
are appreciated, like Market Basket & Hannaford. They are not
providing names this year.
The Montachusett Chorale will present its Holiday Concert,
"Sounds of the Season", on Sunday, December 4th at 2pm in Tata
Auditorium at Leominster City Hall, 25 West St. The concert will
benefit The North Central Massachusetts Faith Based
Community Coalition's Meals Program. Volunteers from 13 local
churches prepare, serve, and deliver well over 2,400 meals per
month throughout the North Central Mass region. Tickets are $12
in advance, $15 at the door and under 18 admitted free. Tickets
are available in the Mayor's Office at Leominster City Hall.
Advent Program - Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 p.m., St. Leo
Church, 128 Main St., Leominster, will host a Service of Advent
Lessons and Carols. Each reading is followed by a carol sung by
the congregation or sacred songs sung by the ‘Fugue’ of the
Montachusett Chorale that reflects the message of the reading.
A free will offering will be taken for the St. Vincent de Paul Food
Pantry at St. Leo. All are welcome.

Dear Friends,
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sunday of a new liturgical year for the Church. The
Advent season includes the four Sundays that precede Christmas. It is a time of preparation for the coming of the Lord.
In this season, we recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord in glory and the incarnation of
the Lord in the birth of Jesus. Key themes of the Advent season are watchful waiting, preparation, and justice.
In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Matthew will be the primary Gospel proclaimed (Lectionary Cycle A).
In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about the need for wakefulness, for watchful waiting, for the coming of the Son
of Man.
Matthew's Gospel is dated by most scholars after 70 A.D. Most believe that Matthew wrote for a primarily Jewish
community, but one that was no longer centered on the Temple in Jerusalem. These were Jewish Christians trying to
come to terms with their relationship to Judaism in a new situation: Judaism after the destruction of the Temple in
Jerusalem. There may have been Christians who believed that the events of the world around them gave evidence of the
imminent return of the Lord in glory.
The passage from Matthew we read today is rather straightforward. No one knows the precise time of the
coming of the Lord in glory, so watchful waiting and vigilance are required. The passage speaks to the uselessness of
looking for signs; there will be none. As a thief sneaks in during the night, so will the Lord's coming in glory be.
The question for us as members of the Christian community, then, is how do we prepare for this? Today's
passage speaks more about the manner of waiting, rather than the details of the preparation. Jesus compares the
vigilance required of Christians to the vigilance of a homeowner who knows the plans of the thief. If one knows that the
thief's action is imminent, one remains watchful. As Christians, we know that our Lord is coming even if we cannot know
the precise timing. Jesus calls us to be watchful and vigilant, like the homeowner. If we become lax in our Christian
living, we may be caught unprepared.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis chapter of
St. Vincent de Paul is ongoing. Please bring any
nonperishable items when you can. If this is
something that you have never done before,
please strongly consider it. Even one or two
items a month makes a huge difference to the
people the pantry serves. The collection bin is
located at the entrance of the church. The Food Pantry is open
every week to the public so there is always much needed.
March for Life Registration Information now available! - Plan
now to attend the 50th annual March for Life in Washington, DC
on Friday, Jan. 20, 2023! Buses will leave from St. Paul’s
Cathedral on Thurs., Jan. 19th and will travel to the Basilica of
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington,
DC in time for Friday morning Mass followed by the March for
Life at noon. Busses will leave for Worcester immediately
following the Mass. Cost is $130 per seat. Registration
deadline is December 15. For more details and registration
forms, contact the Respect Life Office at 508-929-4311 or
aledoux@worcesterdioce.org. Can’t attend this year but want
to help? Consider making a donation that will help defray
expenses for our students who want to attend but might
otherwise find it difficult to do so. Thank you!

Excerpt from Bishop McManus Letter on Advent:
“Advent is a four week season of preparation. More
fundamental than shopping for gifts, planning the dinner or
sending a card, Advent is a time of spiritual preparation for
joyfully commemorating Christ’s first coming and being
prepared
for
his
second.
Jesus Christ, God's Son and our Savior, is the greatest gift we
will ever receive. He is the true reason for joy at Christmas and
throughout life. God with His abundant mercy and peaceful
presence is with us. That presence and our faith strengthen us
with a certain hope that as Christ conquered sin, death and evil,
we can share forever in that joy, not just for a season but
forever.
It takes a lived faith to believe and confidently absorb that
outlook. The challenge of Advent is to prioritize our spiritual
preparation because the pressures of life and secondary
distractions of the season can divert our attention and dampen
our awareness of the deeper and enduring spiritual joys of
Christ’s life and love.
May we include deep spiritual preparation this Advent along
with our other tasks. We can do both. May we search gift
catalogs and study the scriptures, send cards and offer prayers,
decorate the house and prepare our souls, attend concerts and
parties, and go to Mass and Confession.
With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed Advent”

David James Fritscher
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May he, along with his family, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape
www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121

davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish
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www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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