Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 18th
Vigil: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Generoso & Giusepina Pagliarulo (Anniv.)
by their granddaughter & family
Sunday, November 19th
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
David Brogna (4th Anniversary)
by his family
10:30 AM

Mike & Mary Dantini
by their family

12:30

African Community Mass

Monday, November 20th
7:00 AM
Margaret Marrone
by her daughters
Tuesday, November
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 AM
Deceased of the Zarrella & Celona Families
by Mario & Grace Zarrella

November 18-19, 2017
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you have
been faithful in small matters, I will give you great
responsibilities.” (MATTHEW 25:21) God expects us to
nurture and develop the gifts He has given us and then
generously return a portion with increase. He doesn’t want
us to waste or hoard the gifts He has given us; He expects
us to grow our gifts, use them wisely and be generous with
them. Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in
proportion to all that God has given us.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Gospel Matthew 25:31-46

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

21st

Wednesday, November 22nd
St. Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
6:30 PM

Spanish Community Mass

Thursday, November 23rd
Thanksgiving Day – St. Clement I, Pope & Martyr
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
Friday, November 24th
St. Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest & Companion Martyrs
NO MASS
Saturday, November 25th
Vigil: Feast of Christ the King
4:00 PM
Nancy Badagliacca-Ray
by her mother & siblings
Sunday, November 26th
Feast of Christ the King
8:00 AM
Mike & Mary Dantini
by their family
10:30 AM

Help Needed: We are looking for individuals to help us with
decorating and preparing the Church for Advent. If you can
spare 45 minutes to an hour on Saturday, December 2nd,
beginning at l0:00 am, please call Sandy Champa at 978855-1644. This is the time when we set up our Giving Tree
as well. Please help us beautify the Church for this most
Holy Season. Thank you.
Thanksgiving Food Collection – If you signed up to
drive/deliver Thanksgiving Baskets, please come to the
church hall any time between 10:30 and noon THIS
Sunday, November 19th. The food items will be boxed and
ready for delivery along with the individuals addresses. If
you did not sign up but would like to help, just arrive to the
church hall as close to 10:30 as you are able, so we can
get everyone packed up and ready to go as soon as
possible. This year we have 20 families to deliver to.
Holiday Breakfast Buffet Planned – St. Anthony’s along with
the Hospitality Committee is holding a December Breakfast
complete with Santa Claus! The breakfast will be on
Sunday, December 10th from 8:30 to 12:30 in the church
hall. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased in advance. This
event is open to the public, so we are looking for volunteers
to help with an hour or two the morning of the event. If
interested, please contact Patty Vacca Martin at 978-7909427. More information will follow.
Correction: We apologize to family & friends for the error.

Rita & Thomas Buckley
by their family
St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO James G. DiConza
by his wife Marianne

Please pray for the soul of
Rose Pelote
who died recently.
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
We're getting close to the end of this Church Year!
There are just two weeks left before another Advent begins - and what an exciting time this will be,
with changes in the wording of our Mass for both priest and people! But we have some housekeeping to do
before then and before God calls us to the final judgment - and our own particular judgment as well. How
should we prepare? We find a good key word in today's second reading from St. Paul's first letter to the
Thessalonians when he speaks of the "Day of the Lord." The image is a bit frightening, because we don't
know when that day will come, or what it will really be like. We do know that it will call us to an accounting
for how we've lived out our promises, promises made in Confirmation, to love the Lord our God and our
neighbor.
Will it be like that dream vision of St. John that was read to us on All Saints' Day? Now that was really
exciting, with everyone washing their garments in the blood of the lamb, receiving the Seal of Salvation on
their foreheads, and singing praises to the Lord of Lords! Will you and I be with those saints that come
marching in?
As we read this, it's with a sense of relief that we still have time to set things in order! We still have
time to alter our final accounting! No matter how young or how old we may be, the message is clear. Today
is the first day of the rest of our lives, and every day from now on is meant to be active and productive - no
slouching around. No resting on our laurels!
The focus for all our tomorrows is found in the Parable of the Talents in today's Gospel. While we
may not know for certain whether we should identify with the person to whom the Master gave five talents,
or two talents, or one talent, we probably can make a good guess. It really doesn't matter, because the
master's expectations for each of his servants were the same: make the best use of whatever talents I have
given you. Just don't bury them! By thinking and praying and asking for advice, we'll come up with some
good ideas on how to invest them. Every day is a day to labor for the truth, to give loving service to the poor,
and to praise the Lord - through the Mass, through private prayer and private reflection, or perhaps with a
friend.
Today may be the only day left for me to reconcile with someone whom I have offended, or who has
offended me, to atone for some wrong, to go visit an elderly cousin, to play with my grandchildren. How
precious are my talents and the time given me to use them! If I consider this day as perhaps my last day,
then my talents will be used, and the benefits for me and others multiplied beyond belief. And it's all
because I have developed the habit of taking each day as precious. This is the day the Lord has made. Let us
rejoice and be glad in it. With joy in the opportunities of today, we need never fear the final Day of the Lord.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
call (508) 767-1230. Emmanuel Radio hopes to see you
there for a night of music, food, faith and fun!
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food pantry.
When you do your shopping perhaps you could add one or
two extra items? Items can be placed in the bins at the
entrances of the church. Thank you.
2017 Angels Auction – Come enjoy a spaghetti dinner
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, and hosted by by
1230AM and 970AM Emmanuel Radio. Bid on religious
items, holiday gifts, store gift cards and more! Join
Emmanuel Radio at the Cenacle, Cathedral of St. Paul, 38
High St., Worcester on November 30 from 6-8pm. Tickets
are a $25 donation for the live event and bids open online
November 15 at 1230radio.com. For more information

Women of Faith Morning of Prayer, “The Sights, Sounds,
and Colors of Advent” with Sister Nancy Sheridan, will be
held 9:30 - 1 pm, Saturday, Dec. 9, St. Anne’s Convent,
720 Boston Post Road East, Marlborough. The gathering
will include a talk, input, community prayer and ritual,
conversation, and contemplation. The presenter, Sister
Nancy is a Sister of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin.
The gathering will begin with “coffee and.” A registration
fee of $10 is paid at the door. Pre-registration is required
by Nov. 29. Phone Ann Williams at 508-481-8176 or
Sister Yvette Bellerose at 774-239-3372. Or email
womenoffaithssa@gmail.com. You may also pre-register
online at WomenOfFaithSSA.org.
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

