Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Saint Anthony School
123 Salem Street
978-345-7785
www.stanthonyschool.net
info@stanthonyschool.net
John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 6th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Orazio & Immacolata DePiano
(Anniv.)
by the Penetti family
Sunday, May 7th
Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Jospeh A. DiConza
by his wife Phyllis & family
10:30 AM

Rhea Dantini
by her family

Monday, May 8th
7:00 AM
Tuesday, May 9th
7:00 AM

Chester & Jerry Vaillancourt
by the Pennetti family

Confessions

7:00 PM

Week 4 Novena
Fr. Ron Falco
Finding God through Faith

Wednesday, May 10th
St.. Damien de Veuster, Priest
7:00 AM
Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn
10:30 AM
St. Rosa Venerini Mass
11th

Friday, May 12th
7:00 AM

Micheal DiNardo
by his family

No Mass

Saturday, May 13th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Deceased of Maria & Luigi Brasili Family
by their family
Sunday, May 14th
Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Claire E. Testagrossa
by her children
10:30 AM

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ…” (ACTS 2:38) The word
“repent” means to turn from sin, to change our actions. When
it comes to change, do we take responsibility for change or do
we think that others have to change instead? Change that is
permanent comes from within, we must take control and be
disciplined. Remember though that we are not alone, Jesus is
there to help lighten the load.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 6:1-7
Second Reading 1 Peter 2:4-9
Gospel John 14:1-12

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Lena Pandiscio
by Rose Giammarino & family

5:00-6:30 PM

Thursday, May
7:00 AM

May 6-7, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Wayne Aho (2nd Anniversary)
by his wife Mary & sons

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO Wayne Aho
by his wife Mary

Annual Venerini Day/Sparkling
Senior Celebration: All seniors,
homebound parishioners and their
caregivers are invited to join us for our
annual St. Rosa Venerini Day
Luncheon on Wednesday, May 10th.
This is your last chance to RSVP for the
luncheon. If we do not hear from you by
Monday at noon it will be too late. Please call the school
office at 978-345-7785 to reserve your spot. Come and
celebrate with our Venerini Sisters! Don’t be left out, call
today!
ST ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES - Our theme this year is
“Finding God in…” Our remaining novena preachers are:
May 9
Fr. Ron Falco, Pastor
St. Bernadette, Northborough
May 16
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo, St. Anthony
May 23
Fr. Bob Grattaroti, Pastor
St. Joseph, Charlton
May 30
Msgr. John Doran, Retired
June 6
Fr. Bob Bruso, Pastor,
St. Cecilia, Leominster
June 13
Deacon Mark Carrier, St. Anthony
All novena nights begin at 7pm here at St. Anthony Church
and include novena prayers, homily and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua.
The office will be closed all next week. It will re-open on
Monday, May 15th. If you need assistance sooner please
contact Fr. Leo. If he is not there leave a message and he will
return your call as soon as he is able.
Fr. Leo will be away at the Presbyteral Assembly, held for all
Diocesian priests, from Monday, May 15th – Friday, May 19th.

Weekly Collection April 30, 2017
Sunday Offerings $3,304

JESUS’ MISSION AND OURS
In today’s Gospel Jesus makes it very clear what His mission is:
“I came so that they might have life and have it more
abundantly.” (John 10:10) Contrary to the thief and robber who
come to steal and slaughter and destroy He comes to give His
Life for His sheep. “Having loved His own who were in the world,
He loved them to the end.” (John 13:1) This was His mission.
This was His purpose.
Shepherd is a symbol for both teachers and rulers, people who
have influence in the lives of others. The way they relate to
people shows whether they are true shepherds or thieves and
robbers. Thieves are people who steal by craft and deceit;
robbers are people who steal with violence. They take things
away from people, depriving them of whatever resources they
have. Thieves and robbers always leave people less than when
they found them. True shepherds, however, leave people more
than when they found them. They are capable of this because
they know people by name. This means that they know the
potential of each person and speak to them in a voice that they
can hear. For the voice of the shepherd is not that of a stranger.
It resonates with what is deep inside the sheep. As shepherd he
leads his sheep, bringing them to places where they can truly
nourish their lives. You might say that true shepherds are artists
of human development.
True shepherds come to the sheep through the gate of Jesus.
For Jesus is the one who knows how to spiritually develop
people. Jesus is the one true Shepherd of St. Anthony Parishnot Fr. Leo, not Bishop McManus but Jesus Himself. Both
Bishop McManus and I are by consecration and ordination
called, like the apostles, to follow the Good Shepherd in His
mission among us so that each parishioner may have life in
abundance.
This brings us to consider our mission as a Parish. For without
a mission or without a purpose beyond ourselves, we are
thieves stealing for ourselves the gifts of God that are meant for
others. I firmly believe that an integral part of our mission as a
Parish is the quality Catholic Education of the children God
sends us. Without St. Anthony School, our Parish loses its
mission. St. Anthony School is integral to the life of our Parish,
and integral to our whole Diocesan Church, and indeed to God’s
plan to change the world. This is our mission

- Fr. Leo
Come Celebrate With Us! – We are planning an anniversary
celebration for Deacon Sal as this year marks his 15 th year of
ordination as a Deacon and also his 15th year as OUR Deacon!
Please plan to join us for dinner on Saturday, May 20th
beginning at 5pm. The dinner is free but you must RSVP by
Monday May 15th so we can plan accordingly. Please call
Patricia VaccaMartin at 978-790-9427or Elena Valeri at 978413-2137.

Partners in Charity Annual
Appeal To date we have
collected $32,514 from 126
donnors. Last year we
ended the appeal with
$38,168 from 178 donnors. Please, why not send in your
donation today? Use the envelopes in the back of the church to
either mail directly to the diocese or bring it to church next
weekend. You may also make your gift online at www.partnerscharity.net.

DON’T MISS OUT! – St. Anthony 9th
Annual Golf Tournament will be held at
Townsend Ridge Country Club on Friday,
May 26, 2017. $100 per golfer which
includes hot dog & hamburger lunch on the
course. Mulligans, Las Vegas holes and many other festivities
are planned. Brochures for sign up are available at the
entrances of the church or you can go to our “donate” button
online. This is a great way to kick off your Memorial Day
weekend!

Attention Parishioners – The
Blessed Mother Needs You!
May is the month we celebrate Mary.
No matter how difficult a situation –
there is no problem that cannot be
resolved with the prayer of the Holy
Rosary. Requests are constantly
coming in from the diocese requesting
500 or more rosary beads at a time. We
need Rosary Makers to accommodate
this tremendous need. I am asking for your help – the Blessed
Mother Needs YOU!. I work right out of St. Anthony church office.
Please call me, Rose Marie of M.I.A. Rosary Making Program at
978-345-2602 if interested. Leave a clear message with your
name and phone number and I will return your call as I am able.
Please consider doing this great service for Mary. Thank you.

Visitation House Baby Bottle
Fundraiser Beginning on Mother’s
Day weekend, May 13-14th our
parish is participating in a Baby
Bottle Fundraiser to benefit
Visitation House, a Catholic home
for homeless women facing crisis
pregnancies. Since opening 8 years ago on the feast of the
Visitation, they have cared for 167 mothers and their babies.
While women await the birth of their babies at the home on
Vernon Hill in Worcester, MA, Visitation House feeds, clothes,
educates and nurtures them. After the birth of their baby,
mothers can stay up to six months and during that time the staff
at Visitation House assists them with housing, higher
education, job opportunities and furnishes them with the basic
necessities to start their new lives. Please support Visitation
House by taking a baby bottle, keeping it for a month and filling
it with your spare money. We will be collecting the bottles on
Father’s Day weekend, June 17-18th.

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any
non-perishable items you use regularly in your own home are
always needed for the food pantry. When you do your shopping
perhaps you could add one or two extra items? Items can be
placed in the bins at the entrances of the church. Thank you.
Please pray for the souls of
John Andreucci
&
Sister Janet Badagliacca
who died this past week.
May their souls rest in eternal peace
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
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