Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Deacon Mark Carrier

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 5th
Vigil: Sixth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Immacolata & Orazio DePiano (Anniversary)
by the Penetti family
Jean Walters
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Sunday, May 6th
Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Mike & Rose Champa
by their family
10:30 AM
First Holy Communion & CCD Mass
Joe “Nonno” Marabello (3rd Anniversary)
by Emily & Abigail McKinnon
Anna Celona (Anniversary)
by her daughter Grace & Mario Zarrella
Monday, May 7th
7:00 AM
Deceased of the Duffy & DiGeronimo Families
by the Macchio family
1:00 PM
Mass at the Fitchburg Greens
Tuesday, May 8th
7:00 AM
Tootsie Aiesi
by Josie Cormier
7:00 PM
Novena Week 4
Fr. Mateus Souza
Wednesday, May 9th
7:00 AM
Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn
6:00 PM
Spanish Mass
Thursday, May 10th
St. Damien de Veuster, Priest
7:00 AM
Chester & Gerri Vaillancourt
by the Penetti family
Friday, May 11th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, May 12th
Vigil: The Ascension of the Lord
4:00 PM
Immacolata DePiano
by the DiVito family
M/M Emile & Elizabeth Goguen
by their son Ray
Sunday, May 13th
The Ascension of the Lord
8:00 AM
Claire Roux
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
10:30 AM
Robert Duval (Anniversary)
by his wife Sally & family
Beth Ann DiPrima
by Sarah DiGeronimo
Candle Intention:
IMO Mary Polis
by her family

May 5-6, 2018
Sixth Sunday of Easter
“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (JOHN
15:12-13) Do you love Jesus? Do you consider Him your friend? Jesus
says that if we love Him we would be willing to offer whatever we have
to Him, not because we want praise and glory, but simply because we
love Him. Does your giving seem mechanical out of obligation or do you
share freely out of love?
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 1:1-11
Second Reading Ephesians 1:17-23
Gospel Mark 16:15-20

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Father Juan will be away from Thursday, May 10th after the 7am
Mass through Sunday, May 13th. In Father’s absence Fr. Dario
Acevedo will celebrate the 4pm Mass on Saturday and Fr. Hugo
Cano will celebrate the 8 & 10:30 Mass on Sunday.
Hospitality Committee will hold a meeting on Monday, May 7th
beginning at 6:00 PM in the church hall. All are welcome.
Saint Rosa Venerini Celebration! Join us for a celebration as
we remember the Foundress of the Venerini Sisters and we
acknowledge with gratitude, the 99 years of service from the
Venerini Sisters given to our St. Anthony community as well as
many surrounding areas of the Worcester diocese. The first
Venerini Sisters arrived here in Fitchburg from Italy in 1919 and
immediately opened a day care. The subsequent years provide
an amazing history from remarkable women!
Mass will be celebrated on May 20th at 10:30. There will be a
luncheon immediately following the Mass in the church hall.
Even if you are not attending the Mass, please stop by to
personally thank the Sisters and join us for the luncheon
beginning at 11:30.
ST. ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES TUESDAY, MAY 8
All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St.
Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. If you haven’t
attended any nights yet, it’s not too late. Come and bring a friend.
Remaining list of preachers:
May 8 Fr. Mateus Souza, Associate
St. Mary of the Assumption, Milford
May 15

Fr. Jonathan Slavinskas
Diocesan Vocations Recruiter & Pastor
Our Lady of Providence, Worcester

May 22

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg

May 29

Deacon Mark Carrier
St. Anthony Parish, Fitchburg

June 5

Fr. Juan Escudero, Associate
St. Mary Parish, Shrewsbury

June 12

Solemn Mass

Dear Friends,
Some shocking events have been happening to the first Christians in the book of the Acts of the Apostles.
Just when the Jewish community was settling in to the idea of Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah sent to redeem Israel,
the Holy Spirit of God hits them with a new teaching. Peter has a noonday trance that disturbs him. A heavenly agent
forbids him to call any food unclean that God has made clean! Cornelius, a pagan, is likewise visited by an angel who
commands him to summon Peter. Through the resulting encounter, Peter is convinced that the message of salvation
he thought applied only to Jews, is meant also for non-Jews. This does not go over well with many Jews back in
Jerusalem. Salvation was no longer exclusive for the Chosen People. Now, all are chosen! The community peace is
shattered!
What saves the new Church? - the command that Jesus gave in his Farewell Address to His apostles that they are to
love one another "as I have loved you." Love is the power unleashed by the Holy Spirit after Jesus' resurrection from
the dead. Love! Just think what a transformation there would be in our world society if all Christians really loved one
another! When the Holy Spirit asks us if we like the idea of love, we respond enthusiastically. But even though the
Lord has actually commanded us to love, we balk, make all kinds of excuses and compromises. Yet, the meaning is
clear. Love one another and listen to one another! God listens to us a lot! We get in trouble when we fail to listen to
God. God loves us unconditionally, and we will never measure up to Jesus' command until we are able to love in the
same manner.
Peace,
Fr. Juan

Propagation of the Faith Speaker is Scheduled
Each year the diocese sends to us a preacher for their Annual
Propagation of the Faith Mission. This individual bears witness to a
particular service or ministry they provide within the diocese and/or
beyond, explaining what they do and why funds are needed. At the end
of their talk, a collection is taken up that goes directly to their cause.
This year is the second year that the diocese has selected the Venerini
Sisters to return to St. Anthony’s where there was a long history of
selfless service provided to our school and parish. On the weekend of
May 19-20th, the same weekend WE honor the Venerini Sisters,
Catherine Judge will be here to share reflections on the ongoing work
the Sisters are doing. This is SEPARATE from the collection our parish
takes up each May – it just happens to fall at the same time this year.
Please listen attentively to Catherine and come prepared to donate to
the Propagation of the Faith (Mission) Collection. Thank you.
Summer Ministry Scheduling Request Forms – Thank you to those of
you who have submitted your summer request forms! The summer
ministry schedule is particularly challenging to prepare and requires a
bit more time. If you did not send in a form and have dates that you
will not be available, please call or email Diane Macchio ASAP as she
has already begun to prepare the new ministry schedule. As we have
done in the past, she will prepare the schedule under the assumption
that if you did not submit a form, you do not plan on being away. Thank
you.
Three Weeks Away! – St. Anthony 10th Annual
Golf Tournament will be held at Townsend Ridge
Country Club on Friday, May 25, 2018. 1:00 PM
Shotgun start, scramble format. $100 per golfer
or $400 for a foursome. Includes on course
lunch and dinner following. Not a golfer? Sponsor a hole sign for $100.
Want to join us for dinner only? $25 Plan to arrive around 6:00 PM.
Dinner by advance reservation/payment only. Make checks payable
to St. Anthony Golf Tournament. Brochures are available at the
entrances of the church. Please pick one up on your way in/out. This
is a great way to kick off your Memorial Day weekend! Register online
by going to our website at www.stanthonyfitchburg.net or
http://tinyurl.com/StA-golf2018

Please pray for the soul of
Frances Lory
who died this past week.
May God grant her family peace.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter – “This I command you: love one
another.” Learn how to love your spouse as Christ asks by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekends
are on May 19-20 in Warner, NH and June 9-10, 2018 in Medway, MA.
For more information, visit us at https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen
& Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963.

Do you do online banking? Why not consider adding
St. Anthony to your weekly or monthly bill pay
service? Don’t already pay bills online? You could
give our “WeShare” online donation program a try.
It’s simple, it’s flexible, it’s secure, and you are in
control. Just go to the St. Anthony website,
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net, and click on the “Donate” button on the
bottom right, then follow the easy instructions. Once it’s set up you
don’t have to think of it each week! Although electronic giving may not
appeal to all of you, some of you may appreciate having an alternative
to frequent check writing, trying to remember your envelope each
week, or playing catch up with missed weeks. The ability to add your
parish donations as weekly or monthly automatic donations may be
right for you. Please go to www.stanthonyfitchburg.net to check out the
donation options or contact your local bank for their bill pay options or
you could even use a PayPal account to make weekly or monthly
donations to St. Anthony’s. Electronic banking is easy, offers many
options and helps us greatly with financial planning. Of course, you can
continue to use the weekly envelopes as well, the choice is yours!

