Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 16th
Vigil: Sixth Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
James DiNardo
by his family
Elaine & Anna Celona
by Frank Celona & family
Sunday, May 17th
Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Angelo & Doris Fiore & son Dennis
by Connie & Tony Tessi
10:30 AM
Wayne Aho (5th Anniversary)
by his wife Mary
Gloria Carlberg
by her children & their families
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, May 18th
St. John I, Pope and Martyr
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, May 19th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, May 20th
St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Vigil: Ascension of The Lord
5:30 PM
Deceased of the Duffy & DiGeronimo Families
by the Macchio family
Thursday, May 21st
The Ascension of the Lord
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, May 22nd
St. Rita of Cascia, Religious
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, May 23rd
Vigil: Seventh Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Claudette Richards
by his wife Don & family
Linda LaPlante
by her mother Lena & family
Sunday, May 24th
Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
All Deceased American War Veterans
by the Italian American Veterans
Ellen (DiNardo) Feigenbaum
by her daughter Patty Martin
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO the Geremia & Duval Families
by Sally Duval

May 16 - 17, 2020

Sixth Sunday of Easter
"For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be God’s will, than for
doing evil.” (1 Peter 3:17) The old line says, “if you want to make God
laugh, tell him your plans.” Many of us are diligent in our planning and
making sure things are progressing smoothly. Then disaster strikes, we
don’t get the result that was intended, or an unforeseen problem arises.
Many times, we may respond negatively and ask, “Why me? I did
everything right!” Here’s the thing – adversity humbles us and reminds
us of our dependence on God and not on our own self-reliance. Rest
assured; God has a better plan in store for you.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 1:12-14
Second Reading 1 Peter 4:13-16
Gospel John 17:1-11a

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
***Governor Baker has allowed places of worship to reopen with
mandatory safety standards as of May 24th. All parishes of the
Diocese of Worcester have received the regulations necessary to
start public celebrations. However, we will have to allow
ourselves time to plan seating/logistics for the Masses, purchase
cleaning supplies, and get volunteers to help us sanitize our
Churches. I will meet with the Parish Council before letting you
know when we are READY to return to public Masses and how we
will safely do this***
Concerning Previously Scheduled WEEKDAY Mass Intentions:
Fr. Juan wants you to know that he has been including all your
scheduled morning Mass Intentions in his daily prayer and will
continue to do so until such time that weekday Masses resume.
If you wish, you may reschedule any of your previously scheduled
WEEKDAY Masses when we are given the ok to resume them. We
will keep you posted through Facebook, Fr. Juan’s
“Announcements after Mass” and here in the bulletin online.
Partners in Charity – We did not have the opportunity to do an “In
Pew Collection” for Partners in Charity due to the closing of the
churches. We ask that if you received any correspondence from
Worcester via mail, please carefully consider making a gift or
pledge and send it in directly to the diocese. Make check payable
to Partners in Charity and mail to 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA
01609. Please note that you are from St. Anthony FITCHBURG.
Thank you for your consideration. We have donated $8,000
through direct donations to date.

Please continue to join Fr. Juan for a Livestream of the
Mass weekly at 10:00 on Sunday’s Via Facebook.
Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg
Masses and other church related functions remain suspended
until further notice. The Church Office will be closed.
Please communicate by email and phone as we will monitor both
throughout the day. Please, only use the emergency line if you
have someone that requires sacrament of the sick.
God bless you.

Dear Friends,
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments”
Think for a moment of someone that means a lot to you, someone you really love. It might be your husband or
wife; it might be a very good friend. When you love someone, you will do things that they ask you, because you love
them. They may ask you for a favor which doesn’t really suit you, but you will probably do it anyway because you love
them. Trying to please them is a way of showing them you love them.
Our relationship with the Lord works the same way. We try to follow the way of life that he taught us, because
we love him. We try to keep his commandments because we love him. It is a way of showing God that we love him.
And not just because we love him but also because we believe that what God teaches us gives us life.
However, there is a struggle going on within us. And one of the effects of that is that we don’t always see things
as clearly as we should. We often find it difficult to choose even what we know is right. We are often suspicious of God
and his teachings. We are not always convinced that God is trying to help us. We may see his commandments as a
burden for us instead of a plan that will lead us to the most fruitful way of living. Because God is much wiser than we
are, because He can see the whole picture and journey that is ahead of us, he is going to help us, we just heard Jesus in
the Gospel: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth,
I will not leave you orphans”. But Each of us still has that choice, we need to try and sometimes try very hard.
The Lord knows well how much we struggle to live by his teaching. Everyone who tries to livA common
question among some Christians is What would Jesus do?
Maybe we need to start asking ourselves What would we do?
We find the answer to that question again and again in Pope Francis’ trip last weekend to the Holy Land.
Before leaving Rome, he visited the Basilica of St. Mary Major for a few minutes to do something very simple—but
important. He prayed. After arriving in the Holy Land, while traveling through the West Bank, he asked his motorcade
to stop, and he got out of his car. He walked over to the concrete separation wall, and he placed his hand against the
concrete, and bowed his head. And he prayed.
Visiting the memorial to the victims of the Holocaust and the wailing wall, he prayed. Pope Francis made his
pilgrimage a prayer. And in doing that, he was doing something that reaches back to the very beginning of our faith. As
the scripture reminds us today, in the days between Christ’s Ascension and Pentecost, the disciples went back to
Jerusalem and “devoted themselves with one accord to prayer.”
Do we really get what prayer is?
Sometimes, we look at prayer as a sacred wishing well. We toss in our hopes and desires and wait for God to
give them to us. “God, help me get a raise…help me pass this test…make the lump benign.”
And then we are angry or disappointed when we don’t get what we wanted – thinking that God has not heard
us or not answered us.
He does hear. He does answer. Sometimes, it’s just not the answer we wanted. Sometimes, he gives us desires
that can’t be fulfilled, plans that can’t be carried out, ideas that will never be what we hoped. The raise doesn’t come
through. We fail. The lab tests tell us what we didn’t want to hear.
The most important prayer we can offer, I think, is exactly that: God, help me to accept what you want for me.
Help me to live the life YOU want for me—not the one I want. Take me, dear Lord, and set me in the direction I am to
go.”
I can think of no prayer more plain, or more beautiful, or more universal. It is another way of saying, “Thy will
be done.” Which, I think, was undoubtedly the prayer of the apostles in the days before Pentecost, as they waited in
the Upper Room for something, and someone, they couldn’t really name or explain.
All of us, in one way or another, are in our own Upper Room. All of us are waiting, anxious for a future we
can’t see. We huddle together, wondering what God has planned.
What would Jesus do? What would we do?
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Please pray for the souls of
Mary Curran
&
Jeanette Mancuso
who died recently.
May God grant their family peace.

Fr. Bob Bruso turned 70 on May 17th. St. Cecilia’s Parish
organized a drive by car parade that Sunday. If you would like
to see the turnout for his birthday parade, please go to the St.
Cecelia’s website where video footage is available. Happy
birthday Fr. Bob!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR 40 YEARS !

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

111

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2019
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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