Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, May 15th
Vigil: Seventh Sunday of Easter
4:00 PM
Mary L. Curran (1st Anniversary)
by her husband John & family
Michael DiNardo
by his family
Sunday, May 16th
Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Juliette Victoria Zarrella
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, May 17th
8:00 AM
Father Bob Bruso
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Tuesday, May 18th
St. John I, Pope & Martyr
8:00 AM
James DiNardo
by his family
Novena 7PM Fr. Diego Buritica, Associate
St. Paul Cathedral, Worcester
Wednesday, May 19th
8:00 AM
Sister Janet Badagliacca, MPV
by a friend
Thursday, May 20th
St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, May 21st
St. Christopher Magallanes, Priest & Companions, Martyrs
NO MASS
Saturday, May 22nd
1:00 PM
BAPTISM: Natalie Grace Dwyer
Vigil: Pentecost Sunday
4:00 PM
Claudette Richards (28th Anniversary)
by her husband Don & family
Patrick Papa
by his wife Anna & children
Sunday, May 23rd
Pentecost Sunday
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM
Lou Morizzo (Anniversary)
by his wife Mary & family
Wayne Aho (6th Anniversary)
by his wife Mary
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Reminder:
This candle will not be lit
If there has not been a request.

May 15 - 16, 2021
Seventh Sunday of Easter
"Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him,
and he in God.” (1 JOHN 4:15) How strong is your faith? When you have
an opportunity to either defend or clarify a question about our Catholic
faith, do you do it? Or, do you remain silent so that others don’t think you
are weird? Pray for the courage to be strong in all circumstances and to
joyfully share your witness with others.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 2:1-11
Second Reading Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13
Gospel John 15:26-27, 16:12-15

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
ST. ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES
All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St.
Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon, and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Spread the word!
Come and bring a friend. List of preachers is as follows:
May 18

Fr. Diego Buritica, Associate
St. Paul Cathedral, Worcester

May 25

Fr. Dennis O’Brien – In Residence
St. Mary Parish - Uxbridge

June 1

Msgr. John Doran

June 8

Deacon Juan Parra
Seminarian Intern, St. Anthony of Padua

June 15

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
St. Anthony of Padua, Fitchburg

June 22

Final Novena Night
St. Anthony Feast Mass

Next weekend a special in-pew collection will take
place for Partners in Charity. This year, not
unlike other agencies, the diocesan campaign
has been impacted by the pandemic. It will be a
great challenge to reach its goal. To date we have had 63 families
donate for a total of $12,000. The diocese and I are truly grateful
for your support! As a parish however, we are towards the bottom
of the list for parish giving in the diocese, (25% compared with
our goal). A complete list will be available next week in the
Catholic Free Press for your review. For those 60 or so donors
that have not contributed, I simply ask for your kind consideration
when we hold the in-pew collection next weekend. If using the
envelope, place it in the collection basket when it comes around
of send it directly to Worcester. Additionally, you can use Text
giving which is hands down the easiest and most secure way to
give. If you know how to send a text message, you can make a
gift to Partners in Charity in seconds on your phone. Best yet, our
parish will receive credit! Text donate to 84576. Please do what
you can. Tens of thousands of people are the beneficiaries of our
charitable giving. CHECKS should be made out to Partners in
Charity. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
On the seventh Sunday of Easter, we always read from the seventeenth chapter of John's Gospel. This chapter
of John's Gospel comes at the conclusion of Jesus' farewell discourse delivered to the disciples at the Last Supper. This
entire chapter is a prayer by Jesus, commending himself to the Father and expressing his care and concern for his
disciples. At the end of this prayer, Jesus and his disciples depart for the garden, and Jesus is arrested. Several
important themes appear in this prayer. First, Jesus' prayer reaffirms the complete union between himself and the
Father. Throughout John's Gospel, Jesus has been presented as the one who preexisted with the Father and as the one
sent by the Father to do his work on earth. In today's reading, we hear Jesus include all his disciples in this union with
the Father. We are reminded that Christ is the source of Christian unity. Through Christ, we are united with one
another and with God Our Father. In this prayer, Jesus describes part of his mission in the language of protection. He
has protected those who were given to him by the Father. In this we hear echoes of the dualism that is reflected
throughout John's Gospel. Beginning with the opening chapter, the Evangelist John has presented Jesus' mission on
earth in the context of a cosmic struggle between good and evil, represented by light and darkness. In Jesus' presence,
his disciples have been protected. Now that Jesus is returning to the Father, he prays that his disciples will continue to
be protected. We can't help but note here the echoes of the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, the Lord's Prayer.
We also see in this chapter the distinction found in John's Gospel between the world and the disciples. The disciples
are in the world, but they do not belong to the world. Yet like Jesus, they are sent into the world for the world's
salvation. As Jesus' teaching and ministry was a source of consternation for some, Jesus knows that the world may not
accept his disciples with open arms. Again, we hear echoes of John's theme that salvation is worked out through the
cosmic battle between light and darkness. The world, according to John, prefers the darkness. Yet the light will not be
overcome by the darkness. Reading this prayer of Jesus during the Easter Season, through the lens of his Resurrection,
we know that the light of Christ has overcome the darkness of sin and death in our world. In the opening line of this
prayer, we hear Jesus pray that his disciples will be kept in the name that he was given by God. We know that the
salvation is given to us in the name of Jesus, and that his name—“God saves”—announces his mission on our behalf.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
In case you missed it last week: Please give a warm welcome to
Seminarian Juan Parra, who will be ordained as a Deacon soon,
and will serve here at St. Anthony for the next 10 weeks. Juan,
we hope you will feel the hospitality that St. Anthony’s is so well
known for. We look forward to having you with us!
Please say a special prayer for all those who will be newly
ordained Deacons & Priests over the next two weeks. Among
those ordained to the Priesthood is Fr. Jose Carvajal who was
our summer intern last year. If you would like to send Jose a
card you may do so here at our parish as he has yet to be given
an assignment. Please address to: Rev. Jose Carvajal, 84 Salem
St., Fitchburg. Fr. Juan will see that Fr. Jose receives them.
Diocesan Summer Young Adult Events - All young adults (ages
18-39) are invited to join us for our Diocesan Young Adult
Ministry events this summer! Events include weekly pick-up
volleyball, hiking trips to Mt. Wachusett and Mt. Monadnock, an
aerial adventure course, and whitewater rafting. Some events
require registration in advance. To sign up or to get more
information contact Tim Messenger at 508-929-4360 or
tmessenger@worcesterdioces.org.

Please pray for the soul of
Lillian (Anderson) Morel
May God grant her family peace.
The Office of Healing and Prevention Would Like to Remind you
of the Procedures for Reporting Sexual Misconduct - If you are
aware of an incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious,
lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to
report the matter to the Diocese of Worcester. The report can
be made by phone, Judith Audette, Victim Service Coordinator,
(508) 929-4363 (confidential line 508-726-2880) or email
jaudette@worcesterdiocese.org or in writing, and sent to Office
for Healing and Prevention, 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA
01609.

Drive-up Communion will be held Sunday, May 30th from 11:30
to noon and every LAST Sunday of each month until further
notice. If you or someone you know has not felt comfortable
attending Mass and you would like to receive, please “drive-by”
the church parking lot next to the Rectory on Sunday!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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