
Pastoral Staff
Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Deacon Mark Carrier

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Parish Office  
978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor 
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community.  We offer our hearts, our gifts and   
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another.  Through the example of our patron 
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES Saturday Vigil    4:00 PM
 Sunday              8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASSES  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE  As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION  Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS  At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish.  Baptism preparation for 
 parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF  RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith. 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS  Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

SACRAMENT OF  MATRIMONY  Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

Saint Anthony of PaduaSaint Anthony of Padua
84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts

�w�w�w�.�s�t�a�n�t�h�o�n�y�Þ�t�c�h�b�u�r�g�.�n�e�t
84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts

�w�w�w�.�s�t�a�n�t�h�o�n�y�Þ�t�c�h�b�u�r�g�.�n�e�t

Saint Anthony School
123 Salem Street
978-345-7785
www.stanthonyschool.net
info@stanthonyschool.net

John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org



Mass Intentions  
Saturday, May 13 th     

Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
4:00 PM Maria & Luigi Brasili Family 
 by their family 
  

 

Sunday, May 14 th    
Fifth Sunday of Easter  
8:00 AM Claire E. Testagrossa 
 by her children 
  
10:30 AM Wayne Aho (2nd Anniversary) 
 by his wife Mary & sons 
  

 

Monday, May 15 th    
St. Isidore 
7:00 AM Perla & Dinatale Families 
 by the Macchio family 
  
Tuesday, May 16 th    
7:00 AM NO MASS 
 Fr. Leo Away 
  
5:00-6:30 PM Confessions (Visiting Priest) 
  
7:00 PM Week 5 Novena 
 Deacon Sal Tantillo 
 Finding God through Mary our Mother 
  
Wednesday, May 17th    
7:00 AM NO MASS 
 Fr. Leo Away 
  
Thursday, May 18th     

St. John I, Pope & Martyr 
7:00 AM Mary DiPasquale 
 by Jay 
  

 

Friday, May 19th    
7:00 AM No Mass 
  
Saturday, May 20 th   

10:00 AM                  First Communion 
 
Vigil:  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
4:00 PM James DiNardo 
 by his family 
  
Sunday, May 21st   

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
8:00 AM Elaine Celona (Anniversary) 
 by her husband Frank & family 
  
10:30 AM Louie Morizzo (Anniversary) 
 by his wife Mary & children 
  

 
 

St. Anthony Devotional Candle: 
      IMO All Our Deceased Mothers 

 
 
 

May 13 - 14 , 201 7  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

� T́he stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone���µ�� �� ���� �3�(�7�(�5�� ������  Everyone is given unique gifts. 
Many people are able to recognize their talents and abilities, 
but there are many people who are unsure of their gifts. This 
may make them feel worthless. If you know someone who is 
struggling for a direction in life, give them a little 
encouragement. Help them discern how they might use their 
skills. No gift is too small or insignificant. 
 

READ AND PREPARE 
Next �™�‡�‡�•�ï�•�����…�”�‹�’�–�—�”�‡���”�‡�ƒ�†�‹�•�‰�• 

First Reading Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 
Second Reading 1 Peter 3:15-18 

Gospel John 14:15-21 
  

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS   EVENTS 
 
IMPORTANT MEETING �² Please join us for our annual 
combined Parish Finance and Council meeting on Monday 
night, May 15th at 6pm in the church. The main focus of this 
meeting will be on the plans for our school next fall as well 
as a reporting on the parish. 
 
Fr. Leo will be away at the Presbyteral Assembly, held for all 
active diocesian priests, from Monday, May 15th,after the 
6PM meeting, through Friday, May 19th..We will have a 
visiting priest for confessions on Tuesday evening and to 
celebrate Mass on Thursday morning. 
 

Come Celebrate With Us!  Join us for an anniversary 
celebration for Deacon Sal as this year marks his 15th year 
of ordination and also his 15th year as OUR Deacon!  Dinner 
is next Saturday, May 20th beginning at 5pm. The dinner is 
free but you must RSVP by Monday May 15th so we can plan 
accordingly. Free will offerings are gladly accepted. Please 
call Patricia VaccaMartin at 978-790-9427  or Elena Valeri at 
978-413-2137.  

 
ST ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES - Our theme this year is 
� F́inding God �L�Q�«�µ��Our remaining novena preachers are: 
May 16  Deacon Salvatore Tantillo, St. Anthony 
May 23  Fr. Bob Grattaroti, Pastor 
                             St. Joseph, Charlton 
May 30  Msgr. John Doran, Retired 
June 6  Fr. Bob Bruso, Pastor, 
                             St. Cecilia, Leominster 
June 13  Deacon Mark Carrier, St. Anthony 
 
All novena nights begin at 7pm here at St. Anthony Church 
and include novena prayers, homily and Benediction with 
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Tell your 
friends who are not from our parish but who make the 
novena faithfully year after year. 
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FINDING HEAVEN EVEN NOW 
�7�K�H�� �G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�·�� �K�H�D�U�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �W�U�R�X�E�O�H�G�� �E�\�� �-�H�V�X�V�·�� �X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J��
depa�U�W�X�U�H�����-�H�V�X�V�·���U�H�P�H�G�\���L�V���I�D�L�W�K���L�Q���*�R�G���D�Q�G���+�L�P�V�H�O�I�����%�X�W���L�I���I�D�L�W�K��
is going to calm emotional distress, it needs to be deeply 
understood. For faith always seeks understanding. Our feelings 
are based on our thinking. They are based on mental beliefs 
about things. Jesus in this Gospel is trying to give the disciples 
a different mental framework that will bring them peace. At the 
moment all they can fathom is loss which triggers sadness and 
fear. 
�-�H�V�X�V�� �H�Q�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�V�� �+�L�V�� �)�D�W�K�H�U�·�V�� �K�R�X�V�H���� �7�K�L�V��house of 
Love has many dimensions. The earthly dimension is only one 
of many. He is going into another dimension to prepare a place 
for them. Then He is coming back to take them and us to that 
place where He is. Love can endure temporary separation but 
not permanent loss. Jesus assures them and us that they know 
where He is going and the way He is taking.  
Thomas, however, like many of us does not understand. He is 
�L�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�W���E�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���´�Z�K�H�U�H�µ�����W�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���´�Z�D�\�µ�����-�H�V�X�V������
Confessing his ignorance is the first step toward understanding. 
�-�H�V�X�V�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�V�� �W�K�H���V�\�P�E�L�R�W�L�F�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H�� �´�Z�K�H�U�H�µ��
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �´�Z�D�\���µ�� �-�H�V�X�V�� �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W�� �F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G��
who He is now. He is the way into the many dimensions of the 
house of Love. He reveals the Truth of this house of Love and 
manifests its everlasting Life. Jesus (the Way) and the Father 
(the Where) are so linked together that it is impossible to come 
to the Father and not go through Jesus. In fact their relationship 
is so complete that if we and the disciples know Jesus, we will 
know the Father. 
We do not have to die to find heaven. Heaven permeates the 
earth. The spiritual and physical interpenetrate one another. 
Jesus has made the most profound equation: see me, see the 
Father. But Philip, like many of us, cannot do the math. He is 
�V�W�X�F�N���L�Q���I�D�L�W�K�·�V���I�D�Q�W�D�V�\�����L�I���R�Q�O�\���*�R�G���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���U�H�D�O�L�W�\����
then everything would be fine. But Jesus needs Philip and us to 
understand that His relationship with the Father IS His inner 
essence. �-�H�V�X�V�·���V�S�H�H�F�K���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���)�D�W�K�H�U�·s speech and 
works. They mutually indwell one another. 
We in turn are connected to Jesus and through Him to the 
Father. We are so connected that even death cannot separate 
us from this Holy Communion. In this way we enter the Love-Life 
of God. 
 

-  Fr. Leo 
 

 
Partners in Charity Annual 
Appeal   To date we have 
collected $32,514 from 126 
donnors. Last year we 
ended the appeal with 

$38,168 from 178 donnors. Please, why not send in your 
donation today? Use the envelopes in the back of the church to 
either mail directly to the diocese or bring it to church next 
weekend. You may also make your gift online at www.partners-
charity.net.  

 

 
�'�2�1�·�7�� �0�,�6�6�� �2�8�7�� �² St. Anthony 9th 
Annual Golf Tournament will be held at 
Townsend Ridge Country Club on Friday, 
May 26, 2017.  $100 per golfer which 
includes hot dog & hamburger lunch on the 

course. Mulligans, Las Vegas holes and many other festivities 
are planned. Brochures for sign up are available at the 
entrances of the �F�K�X�U�F�K���R�U���\�R�X���F�D�Q���J�R���W�R���R�X�U���´�G�R�Q�D�W�H�µ���E�X�W�W�R�Q��
online. This is a great way to kick off your Memorial Day 
weekend!  

 
Attention Parishioners �² The 
Blessed Mother Needs You! 

May is the month we celebrate Mary. 
No matter how difficult a situation �² 
there is no problem that cannot be 
resolved with the prayer of the Holy 
Rosary. Requests are constantly 
coming in from the diocese requesting 
500 or more rosary beads at a time. We 
need Rosary Makers to accommodate 

this tremendous need.  I am asking for your help �² the Blessed 
Mother Needs YOU!. I work right out of St. Anthony church office. 
Please call me, Rose Marie of M.I.A. Rosary Making Program at 
978-345-2602 if interested. Leave a clear message with your 
name and phone number and I will return your call as I am able.  
Please consider doing this great service for Mary.  Thank you. 
 
 

Visitation House Baby Bottle 
Fundraiser Beginning this 
�0�R�W�K�H�U�·�V�� �'�D�\ weekend, our parish 
is participating in a Baby Bottle 
Fundraiser to benefit Visitation 
House, a Catholic home for 
homeless women facing crisis 

pregnancies.  Since opening 8 years ago on the feast of the 
Visitation, they have cared for 167 mothers and their babies.  
While women await the birth of their babies at the home on 
Vernon Hill in Worcester, MA, Visitation House feeds, clothes, 
educates and nurtures them.  After the birth of their baby, 
mothers can stay up to six months and during that time the staff 
at Visitation House assists them with housing, higher 
education, job opportunities and furnishes them with the basic 
necessities to start their new lives. If you did not take a baby 
bottle home today, please consider picking one up next week or 
just collecting your spare change for the next 4 weeks. We will 
be collecting t�K�H���E�R�W�W�O�H�V���R�Q���)�D�W�K�H�U�·�V���'�D�\�� June 18th.  
 

�3�O�H�D�V�H���G�R�Q�·�W���I�R�U�J�H�W THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD 
PANTRY �² This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any 
non-perishable items you use regularly in your own home are 
always needed for the food pantry. When you do your shopping 
perhaps you could add one or two extra items? Items can be 
placed in the bins at the entrances of the church. Thank you. 
 

 

http://www.partners-charity.net/
http://www.partners-charity.net/


Please Patronize Our AdvertisersSince 1874, families have depended on our funeral services.
SMITH -MALLAHY-MASCIARELLI FUNERAL HOMES

243 Water Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420  •  978 / 345-4151  • fax 978 / 343-2494
John F. Masciarelli, Cicely A. Carter & Walter Taylor

Funeral Directors
www.masciarellifamilyfuneralhomes.net

649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
      Garden Center 978-342-2239
Floral Department 978-342-2300

CAULEY’S
FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

(978) 342-3029
381 Summer Street

Fitchburg, MA 01420
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“Praying Simply”
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

    on earth as it is in heaven.
Matthew 6:10

Lawn Sprinkler Systems-
Installed & Serviced

Fully Insured

www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
Fitchburg, MA 01420 978-345-0086
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DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

Brandon
Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

Gregory May
Funeral Director

www.champarealty.com
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