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Parish Office

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
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Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
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978-342-4706
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Saint Anthony School
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www.stanthonyschool.net
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John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 4th
Vigil: First Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Nicola Volpe (Anniversary)
by daughters Florence & Ann
Sunday, March 5th
First Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Rose Champa
by her family
10:30 AM

Anna Mazzaffero
by Rose Giammarino

Monday, March 6th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, March 7th
Saints. Perpetua &Felicity, Martyrs
7:00 AM
Rocco Pandiscio
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
2:00 PM
School Mass (Grades 5-8)
5:00-6:30 PM
Confessions
Wednesday, March 8th
St. John of God, Religious
7:00 AM
Peter Michaelian
by his wife MaryAnn
Thursday, March 9th
St. Frances of Rome, Religious
7:00 AM
Bruno DiPace (8th Anniversary)
by his wife Lucille & family
Friday, March 10th
NO MASS
Saturday, March 11th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Frank Viola
by wife Elena & children
Sunday, March 12th
Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Beverly Laino Oberbroeckling
by her family
10:30 AM

James & Mary DiConza
and son Nicholas & Elaine
by Connie & Tony Tessi

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
IMO William Callahan
by MaryAnn Michaelian

March 4-5, 2017
First Sunday of Lent

“It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him
alone shall you serve.” (Matthew 4:10) Tempted between the
riches and power of this world and service to God, Jesus chose
service to His Father. If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too,
must decide to turn away from power and riches and put God
at the center of our lives. How is God calling you to serve?

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Genesis 12:1-4aSecond Reading 2 Timothy 1:8b-10
Gospel Matthew 17:1-9

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
GUIDELINES FOR FAST AND ABSTINENCE
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics
fourteen (14) years of age and older on Ash Wednesday,
Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent.
Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics eighteen (18) years
are of age but not yet fifty-nine (59) years of age on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday.
Those who are bound to fast may take only one full meal. Two
smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain
strength according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods
between meals is not permitted. Catholics should not lightly
excuse themselves from these prescribed Lenten penitential
practices.
COURSE ON THE EUCHARIST- LENT, 2017
Fr. Leo is conducting an adult faith enrichment course on the
Eucharist on 5 consecutive Tuesdays during Lent, after
confessions from 6:45 to 8:00 PM (weather permitting). It is
based on Father Henri Nouwen’s Book: With Burning Hearts
, a meditation on the Eucharistic Life.
 March 7: Mourning our losses: “Lord Have Mercy”
 March 14: Discerning the Presence:
“The Word of the Lord”
 March 21: Inviting the Stranger: “I Believe”
 March 28: Entering into Communion:
“Take and Eat”
 April 4:
Go on a Mission:
“Go and Proclaim the Gospel”
Please call the office if you and friends would like to attend
so that we know how many handouts we will need. A free will
offering of $5 or $10 to defray the expenses will be gratefully
accepted. The course will be held in the church in order for
all to hear better.

February 26, 2017
Offerings

$3,745

REMEMBERING WE ARE DUST
Recently in England, Ash Wednesday was declared “National
No Smoking Day.” The slogan was: “Give up smoking and save
your life.” During Lent people give up things or go on a diet
because they want to feel better, be healthier, or they want to
look better. They want to fashion a different self-image. You
even have sales pitches on T.V. such as “extreme make-over”,
or “extreme work-out”. At the end of the process they can say:
This is the new me. Look what I have made.” But Christian selfdenial is just the opposite. We are not our own creations.
As Catholics we deliberately remind ourselves with ashes that
we are dust. We remind ourselves that this life as we know it
will pass away. Our beauty will one day disintegrate. When we
daub ourselves with ashes we state that this is what we are
without God: dust. Christian self-denial is about growing into a
new me. But I do not become other than what I am but I become
entirely what I am, which was proclaimed at my baptism- a new
creation.
What is the new “me” in Christian terms? It is the possibility of
the new humanity offered to me in Christ who is the true face of
humanity. I am drawn into communion with Him and in His
image I become truly human. In giving things up I am not
showing how strong I am, but reveal where my true strength liesin the God who made me, shaped me, and who holds me in the
palm of His hand.
Self-denial in our society is a revolutionary and subversive
gesture. On Wall Street our desires are vulgarized and exploited
as we are drawn into “phantom fulfillments”. We are told we
can be what we want to be when we possess, have and take.
When we deny ourselves, we are saying: “These trivial things
are not who I am. In giving things up we make space for the one
thing necessary- God. Our life Jesus taught us is not a process
of getting but of surrendering.
The word Lent means “springtime”. As the earth comes to life
again after its long winter sleep, so Christ bursts from the tomb
radiating the promise of eternal life. And Christ hallows the dust
of our humanity with His own blood. Lent begins with ashes and
ends with fire, the Paschal fire of the Resurrection- the
assurance of what we shall be.

- Fr. Leo
OPERATION RICE BOWL –You are invited to pick up a Rice
Bowl located at the entrances of the church and join in this
simple yet powerful Lenten practice. How is God inviting us to
think outside the box in service to others this Lent? Please take
a Rice Bowl only if you intend to use it.

Fish Fry - This much loved Lenten tradition will
be held in the St. Anthony School Cafeteria for
each of the Friday’s of Lent. You may eat in or
take out from 4:30 to 7PM or until we run out,
whichever comes first! The dinner includes
your choice of fried or baked fish, baked potato or French fries,
corn or clam chowder, salad, bread & butter, coffee or tea or
water; all for only $8 per person! There is separate pricing for
mac & cheese, spaghetti with garlic & oil and assorted desserts.
Please plan to join us and keep the tradition going! Tickets are
sold at the door.

Online Giving is Back! – We wanted to let you know that online
giving capabilities have resumed here at the parish. Our new
provider is WeShare, a subsidiary of Liturgical Publications and
you may donate simply by going to our website and clicking on
the “Donate” button to begin the process. Some of you have
already signed up. Based on the feedback received, the most

frequently asked question is: What is the difference between a
“One Time Doantion” and a “Recurring Donation”? A One Time
Donation is just as the name implies, a donation that you make
one time and do not intend to do so again. This donation is
withdrawn immediately from your account. A “Recurring
Donation” is a donation that you intend to make again, either
as a weekly, monthly, semi-annualy or annual donation. The
diocesian donations have a date associated with them and that
is the date your funds will be withdrawn. The parish extra
collections do not specify a withdrawal date but when you
choose “Recurring” you have the ability to set up a date &
month that you would like your funds to be withdrawn. If it is a
donation like the Venerini Appreciation or Thanksgiving food
collection you would schedule your donation to be withdrawn in
the month the collection takes place. If there are any other
questons or issues please don’t hesitate to contact the office.
We hope that many of you will choose to use this method of
giving for convenience of your own personal budgeting however,
whichever way you choose to donate, please know that we
appreciate your stewardship and continued support of our
parish!

Open Registration for Saint Anthony
School: Are you thinking of sending your
child to a parochial school or do you know
someone who might be interested in giving
their child the gift of a quality Catholic
education? We suggest that you check out
our own parish school! Now is the time to
call the school office at 978-345-7785 to setup a tour and find
out about all the great opportunities at St. Anthony School
awaiting your children!

RETREAT BY THE OCEAN MAY 22-24, 2017
Fr. Leo be giving a two day retreat in Biddeford Pool, Maine, at
the Marie-Joseph Spiritual Center beginning Monday, May 22nd
at Noon to Wednesday, May 24th at Noon. A $40 deposit is
required by March 15, 2017. This retreat is on St. Joseph –
looking at his relationship with God, with Jesus, with Mary and
with us. Come walk the beach or enjoy the ocean from a
distance. Handicap accessible. For more info, please see Fr.
Leo or call him at 978-342-4706.

MARCH 10 DEADLINE FOR DISCOUNT TICKETS TO the
17th Annual Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference at
Assumption College - Men (of all ages, including teens and
college students) are invited to this important annual
Conference, scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday,
April 1st. Visit the conference website at www.firstmensconf.org
for complete information. Come and hear dynamic talks from
outstanding Catholic leaders: Father Chase Hilgenbrinck,
Shawn Carney, Chris Stewart, Tony Brandt, Joe Dittmar, and Jeff
Cavins. Bishops and priests will hear confessions. Bishop
McManus will offer the Conference Mass. Adult tickets are $45
until March 15th when the diocese price jumps to $60 per ticket.
St. Anthony Parish will pay $10 towards parishoners tickets only
if purchased before March 10th through the church office. This
credit also applies to student tickets which are $30 from the
diocese. Our registrations and money need to be in the
diocesan office before March 15th to guarantee the lower price
ticket. Please pick up a flyer on your way out today and return
the registration form and payment to the church office BEFORE
March 10th , no exceptions can be made.
Looking for an evening Mass in Lent? – St. Cecilia Parish,
Leominster offers 5:30 evening Mass Monday – Friday’s during
the Lenten Season.
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