Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 30th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Gerald Volpe (10th Anniversary)
by his sisters Florence & Ann
Sunday, March 31st
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Catherine Chabot
by her husband Andrew
10:30 AM
Mary & James DiConza
& son Nicholas & Elaine
by Connie & Tony Tessi
12:30 PM
Open Intention
Monday, April 1st
7:00 AM
Parishioners
Tuesday, April 2nd
St. Francis of Paola, Hermit
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Wednesday, April 3rd
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, April 4th
St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Raffele Sacino
by his family
Friday, April 5th
St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest
7:00 AM
NO MASS

March 30 - 31, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Lent
“No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the
yield of the land of Canaan.” (Joshua 5:12) Over the forty years that the
Israelites journeyed through the desert, God provided them with manna
to eat. As soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised Land
the manna ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings to us may change over the
years but it is important to trust that God will always provide us with all
that we need.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading Romans 8:8-11
Gospel John 11:1-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
St. Anthony Homebound Ministry is currently in need of one more
Eucharistic minister to bring communion to the residents of the
Highlands Nursing Home. The commitment is to serve two weeks
out of six, with flexible scheduling. If you are interested, or would
like to become a Eucharistic Minister for this or Mass, please call
Rosalyn Piro at 978-502-1689, the church office, or email
homebound@stanthonyfitchburg.net for more details.

Please join Fr. Juan each Friday for additional
prayer time. Invite your firends and neighbors.
The theme of this Lenten season is charity.
Only two Friday’s left!

Mediate on Charity during Friday’s in Lent
April 5th at 7pm – Stations of the Cross & Meditation
April 12th at 7pm - Lenten Mass

6th

Saturday, April
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Lena Rajcula (1st Anniversary)
by her children Marie, Stephen & Christine
Sunday, April 7th
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Jonathan Perez
by Sylvia Garcia
10:30 AM
James G. DiConza (11th Anniversary)
by his wife Marianne & family
12:30 PM
Open Intention

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
For Prayers Answered

Easter Pasta Supper here at St. Anthony Church Hall on Saturday,
April 13th from 4:30 – 7:00. All are welcome! Adults $7, children
under 12 $5. Along with the traditional pasta supper, there will
be an Easter Bake Sale including some of the following: ricotta
pie, Italian cookies, breads, candies & egg baskets. Join us as we
fondly remember Joe Raimo…friend and benefactor of the
Madonna della Cava Society. Bring your family and friends! This
event is hosted by, and helps to support, The Madonna della Cava
Society.
How are you doing with your loose
change donations to your Rice Bowls? At
the end of Lent you may bring your
donations to the church sacristy or
office, – please do not put them in the collection basket (they
become too heavy). We will begin collecting the Rice Bowls Palm
Sunday weekend, April 13th & 14th. Please remember, all money
collected goes directly to Catholic Relief Services to aid in their
help to provide food to those most in need.

Dear Friends,
There is a great search for happiness and fulfillment in life now. The emphasis now is on enjoying life.
That search for happiness and fulfillment is symbolized by the prodigal son who went in search of happiness in the
parable in today’s Gospel. The only problem was that he thought he could find happiness in what the parable calls
a “life of debauchery.”
We would say now he tried to find happiness by satisfying his every desire whether moral or immoral. This
eventually led him to living with the pigs in the piggery. But true happiness is not to be found outside of ourselves,
but within ourselves, in our own hearts. I am sure if his father or anybody else had tried to show him before he left
home that he would be wasting his life and money, he would not listen. He had to be left to learn the hard way,
from his own mistake, since there was no way you could reason with him. He also had to decide himself to come
home. If someone went to bring him home, he would resent it.
Our lives are sometimes like this young guy. Always looking for happiness outside ourselves and listening
to certain voices saying to us, “Follow me” or, “Follow your desires and you will find happiness.” But the best
offer of happiness is from God our Father, “All I have is yours.” God our heavenly Father is outside the door
waiting for us to come to him. When we return, he runs to us, clasps us in his arms and invites us into the party.
For the remainder of Lent we might try to make an effort to answer that invitation from our heavenly Father, “all I
have is yours.” During every Mass we receive the same invitation from Jesus, “This is my Body which will be
given up for you...this is the cup of my blood, it will be shed for you.
Let us go into the house and enjoy God’s party!!!
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

2019 Partners in Charity Appeal
Previous direct-to-diocese donations totaled $9,506 (we will
receive an update on that figure soon). This week we received
18 additional envelopes amounting to $2,330. The grand total
to date is $16,357 towards our goal of $45,000. I am
personally asking that, if you haven’t already donated, please
don’t wait too long to do so. I would like the Appeal to be
concluded in as few weeks as possible. Please reflect on God’s
great generosity in your lives and respond with generous giving
of your own. If you would like to mail directly to the diocese or
make your donation online, please do so in the next few weeks.
Many thanks to those individuals who have answered the plea
and donated or pledged. Remember, your pledge can be spread
out over 10 months.
ST ANTHONY SUPPORTS THE COMMUNITY
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is an ongoing
collection. It can be easy to unintentionally ignore this ongoing
collection because this notice is always in our bulletin. That’s
because the need never goes away. The food pantry is
accepting any non-perishable food donations, preferably, not in
glass containers. All items are collected every Monday morning
and delivered to St. Francis of Assisi Food Panty which offers
free food assistance every Friday to those in need. When
possible, could you bring just one item?
PERSONAL HYGIENE COLLECTION - “Head to Toe Personal
Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an
additional ongoing collection. Please bring an item or two when
you can and place them in the collection bins at the entrances
of the church. These donations will be picked-up once a month,
we will make an announcement, but you may bring your items
anytime.

Leominster Lenten Mission - Generate Joy!
7 pm – Sunday, March 31st – Wednesday April 3rd
Guest speaker for all four nights: Fr. Jonathan Slavinskas
Sunday, March 31st - St. Leo - Evening Prayer
Monday, April 1st - St. Anna - Mass
Tuesday, April 2nd - St. Cecilia - Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesday, April 3rd - Holy Family - Mass,
followed by Reception in the hall
Annual Beer and Wine Tasting sponsored by St. Bernard’s High
School PTO will be held on Friday, April 26th from 7 - to 10 pm
at Wachusett Mountain Lodge. Buy Tickets Online at:
https://stbernardscchs.weshareonline.org/ws/opportunities
Tickets are $30 for singles and $55 for couples. First 100
guests receive a complimentary wine glass. Join us for new
beers and wines, raffles and silent auctions, tastings from
Cristina’s Restaurant & music by Brian Weeks.
Do you have a product or service to donate? All business
donations will receive signage and prominent placement at the
event. Please call Dan & Denise Hanlon at 781-820-6028 or
email danhanloniv@comcast.net . Thank you!
Evening Mass Offered in Lent – If you are looking for an evening
Mass time during Lent, St. Cecilia’s has a 5:30 evening Mass
Monday – Friday each week. On Wednesday’s there is
Adoration and confession from 4 - 5:15, before Mass, and a
soup & bread meal following. The meal is free but an offering is
accepted and all proceeds go towards St. Vincent de Paul
Society. On Friday’s Mass is at 5:30 followed by confession at
6:00. All are welcome.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

110

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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