Mass Intentions
Saturday, March

29th

Vigil: 4th Sunday in Lent
4:00 PM
Oreste & Carmela Guglielmi
Requested by their daughters
6:00 PM
Paula Goguen (4th Anniversary)
Requested by her husband

Sunday, March 30th

March 29-30, 2014
4th Sunday in Lent
“One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.”
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading Romans 8:8-11
Gospel John 11:1-45

4th Sunday in Lent
8:00 AM
Deceased Venerini Sisters
Requested by Parishioners
10:30 AM
Gerald Volpe (5th Anniversary)
Requested by his sisters Florence & Ann
5:00 PM
Deacon Richard Siebert
Requested by the Knights of Columbus

Daily Mass continues through Lent Monday through Friday at both
7am and 5:30pm for your convenience.

Monday, March 31st

Adult Choir rehearsals continue on Thursdays at 6:45 in the church.

7:00 AM
5:30 PM

Sally & George Fava
Requested by their family
Deceased of the Carbone & Parillo families
Requested by the Macchio family

Tuesday, April 1st
7:00 AM
5:30 PM

In Thanksgiving for a Favor Received
Requested by R. B.
Sally Taitano
Requested by Mario & Grace Zarrella

Wednesday, April 2nd
St. Francis of Paola, Hermit
7:00 AM
Vocations
5:30 PM
John Pacetti, Jr.
Requested by Robert & Florence Saccone

Thursday, April 3rd
7:00 AM
5:30 PM

Parishioners
John Fanelli (1st Anniversary)
Requested by his wife Gina & family

Friday, April 4th
St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
7:00 AM
Rosina Bizzotto
Requested by her family
1:00 PM
Mass at the Fitchburg Greens
5:30 PM
Raffaele Sacino (Anniversary)
Requested by his family

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS & EVENTS

Annual St. Anthony Novena - Mark your calendars for the annual St.
Anthony Novena, which runs for nine consecutive Tuesday evenings at
7pm beginning on Tuesday April 15th. A complete schedule of
speakers will be announced soon.
FITCHBURG CITYWIDE LENTEN MISSION
Please join with your friends and neighbors in as many evenings as
possible as we continue with our Fitchburg Citywide Lenten Mission
held Monday March 31st through Thursday, April 3rd

Mission Theme: “Returning to God”
Schedule:
Monday, March 31, 7pm
St. Francis Church – Prayer Service
Mission Preacher: Rev. William Konicki
Tuesday, April 1, 7pm
St. Anthony Church – Prayer Service
Mission Preacher: Rev. Brian O’Toole
Wednesday, April 2, 7pm
St. Bernard’s at St. Camillus Church –Penance Service
Mission Preacher: Rev. Thomas Landry
Thursday, April 3, 7pm
St. Joseph Church – Mass
Rev. Richard Trainor
Mass concelebrated by all Fitchburg priests
Refreshments will be served in the St. Joseph parish hall following the
Mass.

Saturday, April 5th
St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest
8:00 AM
End to Abortion
Vigil: 5th Sunday in Lent
4:00 PM
Anthony & Rose Barbaro
Requested by their daughter MaryAnn
6:00 PM
In Thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit
Requested by the Nogueira family

Sunday, April 6th
5th Sunday in Lent
8:00 AM
Mary & James DiConza and son Nicholas & Elaine
Requested by Connie & Tony Tessi
10:30 AM
Deceased of the Aiesi family
Requested by Josie Cormier
5:00 PM

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Special Intentions by B.Z.

“Clean Saturday” is Fast Approaching and We Need Helpers! All
junior high and older young adults as well as the men and women of
the parish are asked to consider lending a helping hand on Saturday,
April 5th from 9 – 11:30am in the church. Thus far we have had only
3 people respond… For those of you not familiar with this we gather,
anytime that is convenient within those hours, to lend a hand to get
the church prepared to be sparkling clean for the Easter season.
“Many hands make easy work”. Perhaps this could present an
opportunity for Lenten sacrifice? Please plan to join us even if only for
an hour. We need dusting, areas wiped & washed down, thorough
vacuuming and general “spring cleaning” of the entire church. Think
about it. Any amount of time is helpful and much appreciated. Please
call the church during regular office hours to sign up so we have an
idea of how many to expect. Feel free to bring your own cleaning
supplies or use ours.
Bake Sale – The Dominican Sisters will be here next weekend, April
5th & 6th selling bread, brownies and apple and blueberry pies, all
homemade by the Sisters with their own recipes. All proceeds will be
used to buy medical supplies for their mission in Haiti. Come
prepared. They sell out fast!

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel passage is often referred to as “The Man Born Blind.” It is a powerful story about the healing power of
Jesus and even more so, the healing power of faith. The young man’s parents were still trapped in fear of what other people
thought, so they did not dare to confront the religious authorities. They avoided it by saying, “He is of age; question him.” The
young man, however, freed from his blindness, reflected on the reality of what had happened to him. He wasn’t interested in
theological fine points. “If He is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see.”
St. Paul universalizes the sentiment of the man born blind by saying, “You were once in darkness but now you are light in
the Lord.” The faith we have in Christ Jesus enlightens every blind spot in our lives, whether physical, emotional, spiritual or
psychological. Notice what St. Paul says to the Ephesians. Not only are we given light, we become light.
That is the core of the New Evangelization proclaimed by Blessed John Paul and reiterated by Pope Benedict and Pope
Francis. We are all called, like the man born blind, to be the light of the world, not by what we say, but by what we do.
Peace and good will,

Partners In Charity Campaign - Our annual In-Pew Sunday will be
held next weekend, April 5-6th at all Masses. During the Mass we
will have an opportunity to make a pledged gift to this vital annual
appeal, a life-line of hope for thousands throughout our diocesan
family. Your gift, which enables us to bless many people in
Worcester County, will make a major difference in the lives of many
who look to us for hope. Please pray to Blessed Pope John XXIII &
Blessed Pope John Paul II, the patrons of our appeal, that we may be
inspired by their special love for the Eucharist. Envelopes will be
available in the pews, however, if you received a letter directly from
the Bishop please feel free to respond and drop it off during the
collection that weekend. Our parish goal remains the same $44,000.
St. Anthony School 2014 Magazine Drive – Once again, our school
is sponsoring a magazine subscription drive as a major fundraising
project. It is a perfect opportunity to renew current subscriptions at
a steep discount, order new ones or purchase a gift subscription for
a friend or family member. For phone orders please call the school
at 978-345-7785 to inquire about any current subscriptions you
may have or the numerous choices they offer or with questions.
Prefer to browse and order online? Ordering online is easy, to do so
visit www.gaschoolstore.com and use the school ID #2556785.
Thank you for your continued support of our school. All phone
orders must be received by Tuesday, April 1st. Online orders
may be placed anytime!
Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge - Please consider supporting
fellow parishioner Jesse Mills and his fundraising Boston Marathon
run coming up April 21st by making a donation to the Dana-Farber
Marathon Challenge in any amount. You can make a secure online
donation at http://www.rundfmc.org/2014/jessem. If you wish to
donate by check please make it payable to "Dana-Farber Marathon
Challenge" and mail directly to Jesse at 185 Bishop Road, Fitchburg,
MA. You may also place your donation in a sealed envelope marked
“Marathon” and put it in the collection basket at any Mass. For
questions please call Jesse at 339-223-6283. Thank you to all of you
who have shown support to Jesse and his efforts to raise much
needed research money in this year’s “Dana-Farber Marathon
Challenge."

IN OUR COMMUNITY
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY –
This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any nonperishable items you use regularly in your own home are always
needed for the food pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps
you could add one or two extra items?

Young Adult Event in Worcester - A Young Adult (18-35) Event
will be held at Central Rock Gym, 229 Barber St., Worcester on
Monday, March 31st. Includes FREE Rock Climbing from 6-8pm
then eat and hang out until 10pm while we discuss the challenges of
being a young adult Catholic today. Fr Nick Desimone and Fr.
Jonathan Slavinskas will be rock climbing too! Come for part of all of
the night. No need to register, just show up!
Seminar with the Authors of “Rebuilt” On Thursday, April 3rd
from 5:45 – 9pm, gather with other parishes to hear the authors of
the popular book “Rebuilt” by Rev. Bill White and Tom Corcoran as
they discuss ways to help our Church grow in the Worcester
Diocese. Open to pastors, deacons, pastoral council members, and
anyone interested in their parish. To be held at St. Joseph Parish
Center, 68 Central St., Auburn.
To Register email
Liz@NEWorcester.org or call 508-929-4360. $10 per person,
includes a light dinner. Doors open at 5:30pm.
Italian Night at The British-American Club, 1 Simonds Rd., West
Fitchburg (Right off Westminster St., Rte. 31) on Friday, April 4th
from 5-8pm Cost of meal is $8 per person. Come and enjoy our
eggplant parmesan or veggie lasagna among other Italian favorites!
Enjoy dinner with music from DJ - Brian Bauer of “Feed Fitchburg”.
We ask you to help with "March Madness Against Hunger" and
donate one canned good or non-perishable item to go toward
the "Help Feed Fitchburg” program.
Have You Thought About a Vocation to the Priesthood?
Come and learn more on April 11 & 12th at a 24 hour retreat
directed by Bishop Robert McManus for all high school age, college
age and older men. The retreat runs from 6pm Friday to 6pm
Saturday at the Immaculate Conception Retreat Center, Putnam, CT
(only 30 minutes from Worcester). No cost and transportation is
provided. Visit worcestervocations.com for information.
Spring Benefit Concert to be held at the YMCA, 55 Wallace
Avenue, Fitchburg on Saturday, April 12th from 3-4pm. Scheduled
appearances include the Johnny Appleseed Barbershop Chorale,
Atlantic Union Choir, classical and folk guitar selections by Raphael
Rodrigis, the Dance Troupe from “Just Dance” in Gardner and other
musical surprises. Tickets will be sold at the door, $10 adults and $5
seniors with the proceeds to help Maddie, a young child with
Leukemia, and her family at this difficult time. For more information
please call Cecile at 978-345-1085.

Please pray for the soul of
Barbara Benedict
who died this past week. May she rest in peace.

