Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 27th
Vigil: Palm Sunday
4:00 PM
Richard (Dick) Hautala
by George & Marianne Baho
Ann Kerlin
by George & Marianne Baho
Sunday, March 28th
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Blackwelder Family
by Don & Teresa Pierce
10:30 AM
Deceased of the Guglielmi Family
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 29th
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
Tuesday, March 30th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, March 31st
8:00 AM
Sr. Vincent Rinaldi, MPV
by a former student
Thursday, April 1st
HOLY THURSDAY
7:00 PM
The Lord’s Supper

March 27 - 28, 2021
"Pilate again said to them, ‘Then what shall I do with the man whom you
call the King of the Jews?’ And they cried out again, ‘Crucify him.’”
(MARK 15:12-13) Jesus told us “whatever you do for the least of my
brothers, you do for me.” Every day we are presented opportunities to
help someone. Every day we have the opportunity to see the face of
Jesus in others and be the face of Jesus to others. Every day we pass by
someone in need. Pray for the strength and courage to be the answer o
someone’s prayer.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel John 20:1-9 (42)

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
NEXT WEEK ONLY there will be no 8:00 AM Mass on Thursday.

Please join us for Holy Week Mass Services
We continue to follow the COVID protocols of safe distancing,
masking, and sanitizing. Church capacity remains at 60
individuals (more can be seated if you are a family unit).

Friday, April 2nd
GOOD FRIDAY
Passion of the Lord
Saturday, April 3rd
Vigil: Easter Sunday
7:00 PM
Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil
Sunday, March 28th
Easter Sunday
10:30 AM
RESSURECTION OF THE LORD
12:30 PM

African Community Mass

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
In Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered
by Elena

Holy Thursday 7:00 PM also Livestream
Good Friday
7:00 PM also Livestream
Saturday Easter Vigil
7:00 PM also Livestream
Easter Sunday 10:30 AM Livestream & FATV at 2:00PM
Livestream can be found on Facebook at “Saint Anthony Parish
Fitchburg” or through our website:
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net Please spread the word so that
everyone can participate in Holy Week.

Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to so
many people during this pandemic. Your
pledge or one time gift is a tangible way
to be a ‘face of Christ’ to the world
through your support of the 26 agencies
and ministries which rely on this appeal
for the funding each year. And you, in turn, share in the joy of
bringing hope into the lives of those we serve. If you received a
letter in the mail, please respond by sending your gift directly to
Worcester. An additional method: Text giving is hands down the
easiest and most secure way to give. If you know how to send a
text message, you can make a gift to Partners in Charity in
seconds on your phone. Best yet, our parish will receive credit!
Text donate to 84576. In addition to giving, you can also view the
2021 appeal video. You can also make your gift online at
partners-charity.net. Thank you for your continued support!

Dear Friends,
In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples are rarely models of faith and do little to invoke confidence in their capacity
to continue his ministry after his death. They fare no better in Mark’s narrative of Jesus’ passion and death. At the Last
Supper, the disciples insisted that none among them would betray Jesus. When Jesus predicted that their faith would
be shaken in the events ahead, Peter and the other disciples protested vehemently. Yet in the garden of Gethsemane,
Jesus returned three times to find them sleeping. Jesus prayed in agony over his impending fate while his disciples
slumbered through the night. Just as Jesus predicted, Peter denied Jesus, and the disciples were absent during Jesus’
passion and death. Only the women who had been followers of Jesus in Galilee are said to have been present at the
Crucifixion, but they remained at a distance.
Throughout this Gospel, Mark challenges the reader to consider the claim with which the Gospel begins: Jesus
is the Son of God. When we read Mark’s account of the passion, we begin to comprehend the deeper theological
statement being made about Jesus’ death. In Mark’s telling of the passion narrative, Jesus understood his death to have
been preordained, and he accepted this death in obedience to God’s will. Jewish Scripture is quoted only once, but
there are several references to the fulfillment of the Scriptures. Jesus understood his anointing in Bethany as an
anticipation of his burial, and he announced that this story would be told together with the Gospel throughout the
world. Jesus predicted his betrayal by Judas as well as Peter’s denial. At his arrest, Jesus acknowledged that the
preordained time had arrived. Jesus was both confident and silent before his accusers. After he was sentenced to
death, Jesus did not speak again until his final cry from the cross. The bystanders misunderstood and believed that he
was calling for Elijah. The Roman centurion, however, affirmed what Mark has presented throughout this Gospel:
Jesus is the Son of God. Nowhere was this revealed more fully than in his death on the cross.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions - All are welcome to join
Annunciation Parish in Celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday on
April 11th at Holy Rosary Church 135 Nichols St. in Gardner.
Confessions will be heard from 2 until 3. The Chaplet of Divine
Mercy will be prayed at 3 p.m.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2020 yearly
giving, please call or email the office. These
statements will only be sent out upon request. All
statements requested to-date have been sent
out.
Volunteer Opportunity - Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New
England is recruiting nonprofit placement sites for the coming
(September to June) year. Ignatian Volunteers commit to two
days/week of service with nonprofit agencies working with
people experiencing poverty, injustice, or marginalization. They
are men and women, 50 years of age and older, in a 26-yearold program combining service and spirituality, supported by
Jesuits of the USA East Province. There is a modest partnership
fee. IVC volunteers are generally retired or semi-retired
professionals and have been actively serving in the New
England since 2009. IVC New England volunteers work in
Worcester, Boston, Providence and surrounding communities.
For more information, contact IVC New England Regional

Director Dave Hinchen at newengland@ivcusa.org, and check
out the attachments accompanying this email.
St. Cecilia Parish will host a Chicken Fricot Lenten Supper TAKE
OUT ONLY on Wednesday, March 31 from 4 to 6:30 PM (or until
we run out) in the Parish Center at 190 Mechanic Street in
Leominster. Light supper includes 16oz. bowl of chicken fricot
with bread and dessert. A $6 suggested donation, all proceeds
to benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society. All are welcome.
How to make a Spiritual Communion
Begin by examining your conscience and making a good Act of
Contrition. Then pray on of the prayers recommended by the
saints for inviting Christ into your heart. Here is one by St.
Alphonsus Liguori:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you
were already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never
permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Spiritual Communion can never fully take the place of receiving
Holy Communion at Mass, but in these extraordinary times it
can help us to stay close to Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
-Taken from the Catholic Free Press March 20, 2020 -

BE THE
FACE OF
CHRIST
Our agencies and ministries
are faces of hope to so many
people in need during this
pandemic
Have you ever
seen posters
of The Face:
Jesus in Art,
made up of a
in
mosaic of faces?
It is a striking
technique
that makes an
important point. By baptism we are
all called to be the face of Christ,
offering hope to those in need
through works of prayer, charity
and education. As individual
Catholics we join together with the
mission of the Church. And it is the
reason for the annual Partners in
Charity Appeal in the Diocese of
Worcester

YOUTH MINISTRY

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

SEMINARIANS

RELIGIOUS ED

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

Catholic Charities, “the difference
today for families is that those
who were not in crisis before or
were able to maintain stability
in their home life are
now facing crisis due to
unemployment from the
pandemic. They have
never had to navigate
the system for help with
food, rent assistance or
other forms of aid. We
are grateful that our
case managers in the
area offices of Catholic Charities
can assist them to find the help
they need so that they do not
despair.”

Partners
Charity

Our agencies and ministries are
faces of hope to so many people
in need during this pandemic. As
Bishop McManus so often points
out, “We do not do this for Catholics

only; we help others in need because
we are Catholic.”
Consider these
examples of how, in
times of crisis, people
find hope when they
turn to the Church and
its charitable programs.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

According to Maydee
Morales, Director of
Emergency Services at

which has been a great blessing for
our children.”

YOUTH MINISTRY

“We were talking about the
suffering of Christ on the cross
in a small group discussion for
teens, and it suddenly clicked
for one of the participants,” said
Tim Messenger, Director of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries. “She
realized that our suffering can have
meaning when it is united with
that of Christ on the cross. Christ
accompanies us in our suffering so
that we may find hope.”

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Families with children in religious
education programs have also
faced new challenges since the
pandemic restrictions began. “This
has been a very dark time, but
working with children at home
even on programs such as ZOOM
with the parent in the room gives
an opportunity to discuss important
questions,” said Mary Pat Heelan,
associate director of the Office of
Religious Education.

“For example, where
do we find hope in the
darkness? Or, what can

Jesus do in this very
difficult time? Many
parents have written
that this is the first time
they’ve had these kinds
of discussions with their
children in the home,
the domestic church,

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

“As a Catholic school teacher
I can help our students through
the pandemic, in part because
we can pray with them and also
be with them in person at school
so that there is some stability and
structure in their daily routine,”
said Stephanie Nordahl, thirdgrade teacher at St. Peter Central
Catholic Elementary School in
Worcester. “We turn to Jesus as a
class and pray for special intentions
that the students may be worrying
about.”
CONTINUED ON BACK

Diocese of Worcester, 49 Elm St., Worcester, MA 01609 • development@worcesterdiocese.org • 508-929-4366 • Partners-Charity.net

SEMINARIAN EDUCATION

Partners
in
Charity

Make your gift to the
Partners in Charity
Appeal today!

“Preparing for the priesthood during a
pandemic will make me and my brother
seminarians better priests,” said Derek
Mobilio, a third-year-theology student
from Worcester at St. John Seminary.
“We are in a special moment of grace
when we are in tune with the suffering of
people in our communities and parishes,
and also experiencing great grace in
those moments in the ways we can
reach out to those we serve.”

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Pass in your envelope
during In-Pew Sunday

Partners in Charity
49 Elm St.,
Worcester, MA 01609

Partners-Charity.net

TEXT

Text your
Donation

Text the word donate to
84576 to access the
online giving page

Call in a Pledge
or Gift
508-929-4366

Visit

Partners-Charity.net

for a list of the charities,
ministries and educational
programs that rely on your
generosity

Matching Gifts

See if your company
will match your gift.
Partners-Charity.net/
matching-gifts

Diocese of Worcester
49 Elm St.
Worcester, MA 01609

development@worcesterdiocese.org

508-929-4366

“The
pandemic
has posed
challenges
for young
adults,
particularly
in their need
to socialize
and gather
in small communities,” Mr. Messenger
said.

“So we have hosted virtual social gatherings
as well as safe, in person social events and
worship services to help them through the
isolation which can be caused by this
pandemic.”

YOUR PLEDGE

Consider the ways in which you can
pledge or donate to the 2021 Partners
in Charity appeal through your parish or
directly on our online, secure website.

Your pledge is a tangible way to be a
‘face of Christ’ to the world through your

support of the 27 agencies and ministries
which rely on this appeal for funding each
year. Check out the ways to give on this
brochure or visit partners-charity.net to
learn more.

THANK YOU

How can you make a difference at this
time when you might be stuck at home
due to the pandemic? Mrs. Heelan
advised her own parents, “We can help
out and be part of the mission of the
Church to build the Kingdom of God by
participating in Partners in Charity. We
are all called to spread the Good News
of salvation.”
“I want to thank our donors to Partners
in Charity who have made such a
remarkable impact on me becoming
a priest,” said Mr. Mobilio “You make

a difference for many people
because of all the souls that I
will someday baptize, all the
confessions I will hear, the
marriages I will witness, and all
the people for whom I will offer a
funeral Mass.”

LIST OF AGENCIES

Charity

• Catholic Charities
• McAuley Nazareth Home for
Boys
• Pernet Family Health Service
• Priests’ Retirement
• Retired Priests Health Ministry
• St. John Diocesan Cemetery
System
• Stewardship and Development

Education

• Advanced Studies for Clergy
and Laity
• Catholic Schools Office
• Communications Ministry
• Grant-in-Aid for Schools
• Office of Religious Education
• Ongoing Priestly Formation
• Seminarian Education

Ministry

• African Ministry
• Catholic Campus Ministry
• Hispanic Apostolate
• Minister to Priests
• Office for Divine Worship
• Office of Hispanic/Latino
Ministry
• Office of Marriage and Family
• Office of the Diaconate
• Respect Life Office
• St. Paul Cathedral
• Vocations Office
• House of Studies
• Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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