Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 23rd
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife & family
Anthony “Duke” Cali
by wife Greta & family
Sunday, March 24th
3rd Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Leominster Life Care Center
by Jocelyn & Christian
10:30 AM
M/M John Manning
by their family
Mario Scaficchia (1st Anniversary)
by his family
12:30 PM
Open Intention
Monday, March 25th
The Annunciation of the Lord
7:00 AM
Parishioners
Tuesday, March 26th
7:00 AM
George & Sally Fava
by their family
Wednesday, March 27th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, March 28th
7:00 AM
Nazzareno & Maria Belli
by daughter Jo
Friday, March 29th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, March 30th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Gerald Volpe (10th Anniversary)
by his sisters Florence & Ann
Sunday, March 31st
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Catherine Chabot
by her husband Andrew
10:30 AM
12:30 PM

Mary & James DiConza
& son Nicholas & Elaine
by Connie & Tony Tessi
Open Intention

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Anthony “Duke” Cali
by his wife Greta & family

March 23 - 24, 2019
Third Sunday of Lent
“He said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in search of
fruit on this fig tree but have found none.’” (Luke 13:7) We can all be
like the barren fig tree at times. Do you cling to what you have or do you
generously share with others? How will you respond when God asks you
what you have done with all the gifts He has given you? Remember, not
only are we called to be generous, we are called to develop and nurture
our gifts and return with increase.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel John 9:1-41

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
St. Anthony Homebound Ministry is currently in need of one more
Eucharistic minister to bring communion to the residents of the
Highlands Nursing Home. The commitment is to serve two weeks
out of six, with flexible scheduling. If you are interested, or would
like to become a Eucharistic Minister for this or Mass, please call
Rosalyn Piro at 978-502-1689, the church office, or email
homebound@stanthonyfitchburg.net for more details.

Please join Fr. Juan each Friday for additional
prayer time. Invite your firends and neighbors.
The theme of this Lenten season is charity.

Mediate on Charity during Friday’s in Lent
March 29th at 7pm - Simple Supper – in the Church Hall with
fish chowder, salad, drinks $5, Meditation, and Practice
of Charity (all money donated to local charity)
April 5th at 7pm - Lectio Divina and Meditation
April 12th at 7pm - Lenten Mass

How are you doing with your loose
change donations to your Rice Bowls? At
the end of Lent you may bring your
donations to the church sacristy or
office, – please do not put them in the collection basket (they
become too heavy). We will begin collecting the Rice Bowls Palm
Sunday weekend, April 13th & 14th. Please remember, all money
collected goes directly to Catholic Relief Services to aid in their
help to provide food to those most in need.
LAST CHANCE FOR DISCOUNT TICKETS TO THE 19th Annual
Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference at Assumption College Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are invited
to Assumption College on Saturday, April 6th. Visit the conference
website at www.firstmensconf.org Come and hear dynamic talks
from outstanding Catholic leaders: Kevin Dunn, Francesco
Cesareo, Trent Horn, Father Warren Savage, Mike Aquilina and
Eric Mahl. Conference brochures are at the entrances of the
church. Your registration must be submitted, and $35 fee paid
BY MONDAY MORNING! Price increase to $60 on Tuesday, March
26th. St. Anthony Parish will pay $10 towards your ticket.

Dear Friends,
Saint Luke’s Gospel records strong words from Jesus; they are words that reflect the tradition of the Old
Testament. God loves us intensely and wants our love in return. He wants us to turn away from sin and to turn to
Him. The Parable of the Fig Tree is about repentance and mercy. God, in his mercy, gives us ample opportunity
to repent and bear fruit. However, if we persist in the refusal of his love, we will indeed perish by our own
choice. God does not rejoice in lost souls.
God wants to reclaim our hearts in this time of Lent. When we give our hearts and our whole being to
God, good works result in abundance.
My sisters and brothers, may this time of Lent draw us deeper into the mystery of God’s presence in our
world and in our personal lives. May we open our hearts to Him and seek Him with our whole heart and all our
being. May this Lent be a time of repentance and love for us.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

2019 Partners in Charity Appeal
Last weekend, March 16-17, was In Pew Commitment
Weekend for the Partners in Charity Appeal. I am personally
asking that, if you haven’t already donated, please don’t wait
too long to do so. I would like the Appeal to be concluded in as
few weeks as possible. Previous direct-to-diocese donations
totaled $9,506. The In-Pew collection totaled $4,521 for a
grand total to date of $14,027 towards our goal of $45,000.
Please reflect on God’s great generosity in your lives and
respond with generous giving of your own. If you would like to
mail directly to the diocese or make your donation online,
please do so in the next few weeks. Many thanks to those
individuals who have already donated in this manner.
ST ANTHONY SUPPORTS THE COMMUNITY
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is an ongoing
collection. It can be easy to unintentionally ignore this ongoing
collection because this notice is always in our bulletin. That’s
because the need never goes away. The food pantry is
accepting any non-perishable food donations, preferably, not in
glass containers. All items are collected every Monday morning
and delivered to St. Francis of Assisi Food Panty which offers
free food assistance every Friday to those in need. When
possible, could you bring just one item?
NEXT WEEKEND:
PERSONAL HYGIENE COLLECTION - “Head to Toe Personal
Hygiene and Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an
additional ongoing collection. Please bring an item or two when
you can and place them in the collection bins at the entrances
of the church. These donations will be picked-up once a month,
we will make an announcement, but you may bring your items
anytime.
The 8th Annual Maine Catholic Women's Conference, will be
held April 6th at the Portland Mariott Sable Oaks in South
Portland. This year’s theme is “God will provide!” The keynote
speaker/singer/songwriter will be Kitty Cleveland. For more
information about the conference please go to our Diocesan
website https://portlanddiocese.org/mcwc2019. If any St.
Anthony parishioner is interested the parish will pay a credit of
$10 towards admission.

Trip to Italy—October 2019 - Fr. Fraini, Pastor of St. Anna Parish,
and 206 tours are sponsoring a Catholic pilgrimage to Italy from
October 6th — October 15th. Price is $3,999 per person double
occupancy. Join us for a time to explore Rome, Assisi, and San
Giovanni Rotondo. If this trip is something that would interest
you, please contact the parish office at 978-537-5293 or visit
www.stannaparish.org for details. RSVP by May 1st! Grazie!
Volunteers Needed! – Are you compassionate and have some
time available? Health Alliance Home Health & Hospice, is
seeking volunteers to provide companionship to patients.
Especially needed are people with daytime hours available. We
are also looking for Military Vetran Volunteers to provide
companionship to our patients who are veterans.
Volunteering for hospice is very flexible and typically only
requires 1-2 hours per week when you are assigned. We offer
volunteers support, ongoing training and recognition for their
efforts in helping others. For information please contact Carol
Recchion at 978-798-3192.
Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience at St. Boniface Church,
Lunenburg. Our Lady of Lourdes Hospitality Volunteers will
present a 2-hour Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience on
Saturday, March 30th at 5:30 (after the 4:00 Vigil Mass). Come
and encounter the healing grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ
through His Immaculate Mother. The next best thing to visiting
Lourdes itself is a Pilgrimage journey without the travel! A
Plenary Indjlgence is granted by Papal Decree to all who attend.
For more information call Lucy at 978-502-7993.
Evening Mass Offered in Lent – If you are looking for an evening
Mass time during Lent, St. Cecilia’s has a 5:30 evening Mass
Monday – Friday each week. On Wednesday’s there is
Adoration and confession from 4 - 5:15, before Mass, and a
soup & bread meal following. The meal is free but an offering is
accepted and all proceeds go towards St. Vincent de Paul
Society. On Friday’s Mass is at 5:30 followed by confession at
6:00. All are welcome.
Dear Lord,
As I make my Lenten journey with You, send me your Spirit, help
me to give of myself, help me to turn away from sin, and help
me to fast and pray, so that I may know You and serve You
better. Let me be renewed through my journey to share Your
grace with the world. Amen - Liturgical Press –

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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