Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 21st
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Paul Fleming (25th Anniversary)
by his wife Mary & family
Donald Cormier
by Jim & Nancy Richard
Sunday, March 22nd
Second Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
John & Mary Manning
by their family
Hugh Borg
by the Isabelle family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 23rd
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, March 24th
St. Oscar Romero, Bishop & Martyr
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, March 25th
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
8:00 AM
Mary Cicala
by MaryAnn Michaelian
Thursday, March 26th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, March 27th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, March 28th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Gerald Volpe (11th Anniversary)
by his sisters; Florence & Ann
Phil Pagnotta
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Sunday, March 29th
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Oreste & Carmella Guglielmi & Family
by Mary Morizzo
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

March 21 - 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Lent
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” (John 4:13) Jesus
reminds us that material things, even something as basic as water, can
never satisfy us for long. When we build our lives around material
possessions, we always want more. True Joy and Peace only comes
when we follow Jesus; when we become more “God-centered” and less
“self-centered.”
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading Romans 8:8-11
Gospel John 11:1-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
In an effort to combat the Coronavirus...
Beginning immediately, we are suspending all
Masses and other church related functions
until further notice. The Church Office will be
closed to the public. All meetings and physical
appointments are being postponed until
further notice.
Please communicate by email and phone as
we will monitor both throughout the day.
Please, only use the emergency line if you
have someone that requires sacrament of the
sick.
Thank you for your patience and your own
efforts in combating this virus. Please stay well
and continue to work together and follow safe
practices for you and others. God bless you.

LENTEN JOURNEY
In accordance with the Center for Disease Control Guidelines, all
group gatherings are suspended until further notice. If/when the
suspension is lifted sacrament of reconciliation with meditation
of The Word of God will be celebrated on the following
Wednesday’s. Please check here next week to see if the April 1st
Penance Service will still be held at St. Francis Church.
April 1st

St. Francis Church
Preacher – Fr. Juan S. Ramirez

April 8th

St. Bernard @ St. Camillus Church
Preacher – Fr. Angel Matos

Dear Friends,
The Coronavirus pandemic is confusing and frightening for hundreds of millions of people. That is not
surprising. Many around the world are sick and many others have died. Unless the situation changes dramatically, many
more will fall ill and die around the globe. This crisis raises questions. But it raises additional questions for people of
faith. Knowing that masses and liturgical celebrations are cancelled we might feel that we are missing something. But
please:
Resist panic. This is not to say there is no reason to be concerned, or that we should ignore the sound advice of
medical professionals and public health experts. But panic and fear are not from God. Calm and hope are. And it is
possible to respond to a crisis seriously and deliberately while maintaining an inner sense of calm and hope.
Do not demonize. Someone told me that when an elderly Chinese man got onto a subway car in New York City,
the car emptied out as people started shouting slurs at him, blaming his country for spreading the virus. Resist the
temptation to demonize, which increases in time of stress and shortages. Covid-19 is not a Chinese disease; it is not a
“foreign” disease. It is no one’s “fault.” Likewise, the people who become infected are not to guilty. Illness is not a
punishment. So don’t demonize and don’t hate.
Many things have been cancelled because of the coronavirus. Love is not one of them.
Care for the sick. Do what you can to help others, especially the elderly, disabled, poor and isolated. Take the
necessary precautions; don’t be reckless and don’t risk spreading the disease but be there for those who need you!
And do not close your hearts to the poor and those who have no or limited healthcare. Refugees, the homeless
and migrants, for example, will suffer even more than the general population. Keep your heart open to all those in need.
Don’t let your conscience become infected, too.
Pray: Catholic churches around the world are closing, with Masses and other parish services cancelled by many
bishops. These are prudent and necessary measures designed to keep people healthy. But they come at some cost: For
many people, this removes one of the most consoling parts of their lives—the Mass and the Eucharist—and isolates
them even more from the community at a time when they most need support.
What can one do instead? Well, there are many televised and livestreamed Masses available, as well as ones
broadcast on the radio. But even if you can’t find one, you can pray on your own. When you do, remember that you’re
still part of a community. There is also the “spiritual communion,” when, if you cannot participate in the Mass in person,
you unite yourself with God in prayer.
And be creative. You can meditate on the Sunday Gospel on your own, consult a Bible commentary about the
readings, gather your family to talk about the Gospel or call friends and share your experiences of how God is present
to you, even in the midst of a crisis. Remember too that the church is not a building. It is the community.
Trust in my prayers, too. We will move through this together, with God’s help.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - We
ask that you continue to contribute to the good
works of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as
Catholic Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries
Pantry. Our Parish will continue to support these
ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - "The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want." Let the Lord be the shepherd of
your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next Weekends are April18-19, in BREWSTER,
MA and June 6-7, in Medway, MA. For more information, call
Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit them at
https://wwmema.org/.
Attention: All previously scheduled Mass intentions will be
rescheduled as we are able. Please call the office AFTER this
pandemic has ended and our routines have returned. Thanking
you in advance for your understanding and patience.

Please pray for the soul of
Anthony (Tony) Parisi
who died recently.
May God grant his family peace.

Prayer in Time of Pandemic
O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human
suffering for our salvation, hear the prayers of your Church for
our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of
trial. Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son: Be
not afraid, for I am with you always. Bless all doctors and
nurses, researchers and public servants; give us the wisdom to
do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, that we might
gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your
Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
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www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR 40 YEARS !

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

111

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2019
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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