Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 20
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard
by his wife Kathy & family
Rita Deeley
by Ray Goguen
Sunday, March 21st
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Parisi & McConville Families
by Ann Parisi
10:30 AM
John & Mary Manning
by their family
Joseph & Rita Morizzo
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 22nd
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, March 23rd
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, March 24th
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
8:00 AM
Sr. Clara Cerasia, MPV
by a Friend
Thursday, March 25th
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, March 26th
NO MASS
Saturday, March 27th
Vigil: Palm Sunday
4:00 PM
Richard (Dick) Hautala
by George & Marianne Baho
Ann Kerlin
by George & Marianne Baho
Sunday, March 28th
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM
Deceased of the Blackwelder Family
by Don & Teresa Pierce
10:30 AM
Deceased of the Guglielmi Family
by their family
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Rita Morizzo (10th Anniversary)
by her Family

March 20 - 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Lent
"I will be their God and they shall be my people.” (Jeremiah 31:33) What
does it mean to be God’s people? It means we recognize that everything
we have and everything we are belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. It
means we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to care for our family,
our neighbors and for people we don’t know, just as God cares for each
of us.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Mark 11:1-10
Second Reading Isiah 50:4-7
Gospel Mark 14:1-15:47

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Please join us for Holy Week Mass Services
We continue to follow the COVID protocols of safe
distancing, masking, and sanitizing. Church capacity
remains at 60 individuals (more can be seated if you are a
family unit).

Holy Thursday 7:00 PM also Livestream
Good Friday
7:00 PM also Livestream
Saturday Easter Vigil 7:00 PM also Livestream
Easter Sunday 10:30 AM Livestream & FATV at 2:00PM
Livestream can be found on Facebook at “Saint Anthony
Parish Fitchburg” or through our website:
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net Please spread the word so
that everyone can participate in Holy Week.

Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to so
many people during this pandemic. Your
pledge or one time gift is a tangible way
to be a ‘face of Christ’ to the world
through your support of the 26 agencies
and ministries which rely on this appeal
for the funding each year. And you, in turn, share in the joy of
bringing hope into the lives of those we serve. If you received a
letter in the mail, please respond by sending your gift directly to
Worcester. An additional method: Text giving is hands down the
easiest and most secure way to give. If you know how to send a
text message, you can make a gift to Partners in Charity in
seconds on your phone. Best yet, our parish will receive credit!
Text donate to 84576. In addition to giving, you can also view the
2021 appeal video. You can also make your gift online at
partners-charity.net. Thank you for your continued support!

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel reading is taken from the Gospel of John. We are reading much further into John’s Gospel than
we have for the past two weeks. Chapter 12 of John’s Gospel is a preparation for the beginning of the passion narrative
to follow. Jesus has just raised Lazarus from the dead—an important sign in John’s Gospel, which inspired many
people to believe in Jesus. This event also marks the turning point in Jesus’ conflict with the Jewish authorities. John’s
Gospel tells us that the Sanhedrin met after this event and made plans to kill Jesus. In the 12th chapter of John’s
Gospel, Jesus is anointed at Bethany and enters Jerusalem in triumph. We again see evidence of the significance of the
raising of Lazarus to this event; John reports that the crowds also gathered to see Lazarus.
Following his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, Jesus predicted his suffering, death, and Resurrection and
prepared his disciples to believe in the salvation that his death would accomplish. Using the metaphor of the grain of
wheat, Jesus presented the idea that his dying would be beneficial. He also taught that those who would be his
disciples must follow his example of sacrifice. This theme will be repeated in John’s account of the Last Supper, when
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples as an example of how they must serve one another.
The final section of today’s Gospel might be read as John’s parallel to the agony in the garden. Unlike the
Synoptic Gospels, the Gospel of John does not record Jesus’ anguished prayer in the garden of Gethsemane before his
arrest. Although comparable words are found in today’s reading, Jesus gives a confident response to the question he
raises when asking God to save him from his impending death. After announcing his conviction that it is for this
purpose that he came, a voice from heaven speaks, as if in answer to Jesus’ prayer. This voice, like the one heard at
Jesus’ baptism and at Jesus’ Transfiguration—events reported in the Synoptic Gospels but not in John’s Gospel—
affirms that God welcomes the sacrifice that Jesus will make on behalf of others. In John’s Gospel, Jesus teaches that
this voice was sent for the sake of those who would believe in him.
In today’s Gospel, we also hear Jesus speak about the cosmic framework against which we are to understand
his passion, death, and Resurrection. Through his death and Resurrection, Jesus conquered death. In this way the
world is judged, but the judgment is not condemnation. Instead, through Jesus’ dying and rising, salvation is brought
to the world.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Priestly Discernment Retreat - The Office for Vocations
announces that the annual priestly discernment retreat for men
high school aged or older will take place on Saturday, March 27
from 9-5 at North American Martyrs in Auburn. Join us for a day
of prayer, witness talks from priests and seminarians, and a
presentation from Bishop McManus on discerning a priestly
vocation. Social distance guidelines will be followed.
Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions - All are welcome to join
Annunciation Parish in Celebrating Divine Mercy Sunday on
April 11th at Holy Rosary Church 135 Nichols St. in Gardner.
Confessions will be heard from 2 until 3. The Chaplet of Divine
Mercy will be prayed at 3 p.m.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2020 yearly
giving, please call or email the office. These
statements will only be sent out upon request. All
statements requested to-date have been sent
out.

Volunteer Opportunity - Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) New
England is recruiting nonprofit placement sites for the coming
(September to June) year. Ignatian Volunteers commit to two
days/week of service with nonprofit agencies working with
people experiencing poverty, injustice, or marginalization. They
are men and women, 50 years of age and older, in a 26-yearold program combining service and spirituality, supported by
Jesuits of the USA East Province. There is a modest partnership
fee. IVC volunteers are generally retired or semi-retired
professionals and have been actively serving in the New
England since 2009. IVC New England volunteers work in
Worcester, Boston, Providence and surrounding communities.
For more information, contact IVC New England Regional
Director Dave Hinchen at newengland@ivcusa.org, and check
out the attachments accompanying this email.

Draw Us Forth
Draw us forth, God of all creation.
Draw us forward and away from limited certainty
into the immense world of your love.
Give us the capacity to, even for a moment,
taste the richness of the feast you give us.
Give us the peace to live with uncertainty,
with questions, with doubts.
Help us to experience the resurrection anew
with open wonder and an increasing ability
to see you in the people of Easter.
- Author Unknown

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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