Saint Anthony of Padua
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www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Leo-Paul LeBlanc, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
pastor@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
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Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Deacon Mark Carrier
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prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Saint Anthony School
123 Salem Street
978-345-7785
www.stanthonyschool.net
info@stanthonyschool.net
John Diorio, Principal
John.Diorio@worcesterdiocesek12.org

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 18th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Deceased of the John & Angelina
Zarrella Family
by Mario & Grace Zarrella
Sunday, March 19th
Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Joseph A. DiConza (4th Anniversary)
by his wife & family
10:30 AM

Rita Morizzo
by her children

Monday, March 20th
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 AM
All Fathers and father figures
Tuesday, March 21st
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
9:15 AM
5:00-6:30 PM

School Mass (Grades 5-8)
Confessions

Wednesday, March 22nd
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Thursday, March 23rd
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
7:00 AM
Nazzareno & Maria Belli
by their family
24th

Friday, March
Blessed Oscar Romero, Bishop & Martyr
NO MASS
Saturday, March 25th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Gerlad Volpe (8th Anniversary)
by his sisters Florence & Ann
Sunday, March 26th
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Vito J. Testagrossa (35th Anniversary)
by his children
10:30 AM

Francis & Mary Manning
by their family

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
For Joseph & Rita Morizzo
by their children

March 18-19, 2017
Third Sunday of Lent

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” (John
4:13) Jesus reminds us that material things, even something as
basic as water, can never satisfy us for long. When we build our
lives around material possessions we always want more. True
Joy and Peace only comes when we follow Jesus; when we
become more “God-centered” and less “self-centered”.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel John 9:1-41

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
ALTAR SERVER TRAINING – Deacon Mark will be
conducting a second training for all adult parishioners who
have expressed an interest in serving at the altar, and all
previously trained youth altar servers (as a refresher course),
on Thursday, March 23rd at 7 PM here in the church. There
are some changes that need to be reviewed and we would
like all of you to be aware. If you are not able to make this
meeting please contact Deacon Mark to see if alternate
times/dates will be available - deacon120801@yahoo.com.
All servers are required to attend one meeting. Please help
us to keep continunity and prepare for Easter and beyond.
Thank you.

We Invite You to Pray for our two catechumens: Marie
Macedonia and Marie Crispin who will be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. Also for Karlee Orlando who will receive First
Communion and be confirmed on Holy Saturday along with
Deborah Cherrier who will be confirmed. Pray also for
Karlee's daughter Tenleigh who will be baptized at a later
date.
COURSE ON THE EUCHARIST- LENT, 2017
Fr. Leo’s adult faith enrichment course on the Eucharist
continues for the Tuesdays during Lent, after confessions
from 6:45 to 8:00 PM (weather permitting). It is based on
Father Henri Nouwen’s Book: With Burning Hearts, a
meditation on the Eucharistic Life.
 March 21: Inviting the Stranger: “I Believe”
 March 28: Entering into Communion:
“Take and Eat”
 April 4:
Go on a Mission:
“Go and Proclaim the Gospel”
It’s not too late to attend even if you missed the first date..
The course is being held in the church in order for all to hear
better.

Please pray for the soul of
Dennis Anderson
who died this past week.
May his soul rest in eternal peace.

DO YOU KNOW THE GIFT OF GOD?
In today’s Gospel, Jesus comes to the well around noon and
asks a Samaritan woman for a drink. She is very disturbed
because he is a Jew asking a Samaritan and a woman for a
drink of water. But Jesus says to her: “If you but knew the Gift
of God, and who is saying, ‘Give me a drink’, you would have
asked him for a drink and he would have given you Living
Water.”
Jesus is the Gift of God, par excellence. The Father in giving us
His Son has not held back anything. In Christ, God has given us
His very Self. We can never outdo His generosity. For God is the
Creator of all that exists. He alone is the rightful owner of
everything that is. We are but stewards of His extravagant
generosity. Christ says to this woman, “If you but knew the Gift
of God, you would ask him for Living Water, that is, Eternal Life.
But will we believe Him? The word to “believe” is a verb.
Therefore it requires action on our part. Faith is not static. It
involves our having a personal relationship with God through
Christ and in Christ. How personal is your relationship and mine
with Christ? For it is Christ’s great desire to take away the crust
around our heart.
In the humanity of Jesus our faith invites us to enter into
communion with God. It is to develop a bond of trust and love
with Christ. How much are you and I willing to trust Him with our
very lives, and our very souls? We cannot love God without faith.
This believing can only be done through the sacraments
whereby we enter into the full body of Christ, the Church. (On
Holy Saturday, our two catechumens, Marie Crispin and Marie
Macedonia, will become full members of the Church and of our
Parish. This is a great opportunity for us to renew our own
Baptismal commitment.)
Faith is also expressed through regular prayer so that our whole
life becomes a continuous prayer. For prayer is the
manifestation of our relationship with God. And faith is also our
deeds of loving our neighbor. Do you and do I practice random
acts of kindness? Will people see in us the face of Jesus?
Like the Samaritan woman, we are called to a transformation
of mind and heart. Inflamed by our encounter with Jesus, the
Holy Spirit will set us on fire to share the Gospel with every
person we meet. For it is the will of God that each of us be an
ambassador of His Truth and His Love. By drinking the Living
Water of Baptism we are sent to proclaim the Gospel with our
lives.

- Fr. Leo

Consider Online Giving – If you have not had the opportunity
to check out our online giving services, please do so at our
website www.stanthonyfitchburg.net. To begin the process
simply click on the “Donate” button. Some of you have already
signed up. Based on the feedback received, the most frequently
asked question is: What is the difference between a “One Time
Doantion” and a “Recurring Donation”? A One Time Donation is
just as the name implies, a donation that you make one time
and do not intend to do so again. This donation is withdrawn
immediately from your account. A “Recurring Donation” is a
donation that you intend to make again, either as a weekly,
monthly, semi-annualy or annual donation. If there are any
other questons or issues please don’t hesitate to contact the
office. We hope that many of you will choose to use this method
of giving however, whichever way you choose to donate, please
know that we appreciate your stewardship and continued
support of our parish!

Worcester Art Museum “Parish Days” - Highest Heaven
explores a time when art, spirituality, and religious devotion
flourished in Spanish and Portuguese South America in the
1600s and 1700s. The exhibition includes more than 100
paintings, sculpture, furniture, ivories and silver --works that
were created as articles of faith or symbols of civic order and to
convey Catholic principles, bring social order, and spur
conversion among colonial populations. These exquisite works
of art have rarely been shown in public, so don’t miss this
chance to see them! WAM is holding special “Parish Days” on
select Sundays -- March 12, April 9, May 14, June 11 and July
9 – through the run of the show. Parishioners who bring their
church bulletin to WAM on those days will receive $2 off
admission for up to 4 people. For more information about
Highest Heaven and for WAM hours and admission, visit
worcesterart.org.
1917-2017 Centennial of the Apparition of Our Lady of Fatima
Father Robert Bruso, Pastor of St. Cecilia Parish in Leominster
is leading a pilgrimage in honor of the Centennial of the
Apparitions at Fatima. Pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes and Spain
on Sept. 12-22, 2017. Cost: $3199, double occupancy. Price
includes airfare, taxes, ground transportation, four star hotels,
all breakfasts and 7 dinners. Daily Mass. Trip Includes Fatima,
Coimbra, Salamanca, Alba de Tormes, Avila, Madrid, Lourdes,
Montserrat, and Barcelona. Call Father Bob at 978-537-6541
for a brochure.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter - "Is the LORD in our midst or
RETREAT BY THE OCEAN MAY 22-24, 2017
Fr. Leo be giving a two day retreat in Biddeford Pool, Maine, at
the Marie-Joseph Spiritual Center beginning Monday, May 22 nd
at Noon to Wednesday, May 24th at Noon. Due to the storm this
past week, the $40 deposit is extended until March 20, 2017.
This retreat is on St. Joseph – looking at his relationship with
God, with Jesus, with Mary and with us. Come walk the beach
or enjoy the ocean from a distance. Handicap accessible. For
more info, please see Fr. Leo or call him at 978-342-4706.

not?" Let God enhance your marriage by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are
March 17-19th in South Kingstown, RI and April 22-23rd in
Brewster, MA. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle
O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org.

Mass for Life - All are invited to join Bishop Robert J. McManus
and students from our Catholic Schools at the annual Mass for
Life on Thursday, March 30 at 10 AM. at the Cathedral of St.
Paul, 19 Chatham St., Worcester. The diocesan pro-life awards,
honoring individuals who have shown extraordinary witness to
the sacredness of human life, will also be presented at the
Mass. All are welcome!

Sunday Offerings
Sunday Offerings

Weekly Collection
March 5
$3,327
March 12
$2,417
TOTAL $5,744
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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