Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Deacon Mark Carrier

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 17th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Rosina Bozzotto (27th Anniversary)
by her husband Bruno & family
Sunday, March 18th
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
James & Mary DiConza &
son Nicholas & Elaine
by Tony & Connie Tessi
10:30 AM
Rita Morizzo
by her children
Elaine Paul (Month’s Mind)
by her children
12:30 PM
African Community Mass
Monday, March 19th
St. Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00 AM
Francis McConville
by Tony & Ann Parisi

March 17-18 , 2018
Fifth Sunday of Lent
“I will be their God and they shall be my people.” (Jeremiah
31:33) What does it mean to be God’s people? It means we
recognize that everything we have and everything we are belongs
to God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards”
of the gifts God has given us. It means we are willing to use our
gifts and our lives to care for our neighbors and the world, just as
God cares for us.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isaiah 50:4-7
Second Reading Philippians 2:6-11
Gospel Mark 14:1-15:47

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Stations of The Cross continue this Friday, March 23rd at
7PM.

Tuesday, March 20th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
Wednesday, March 21st
7:00 AM
Open Intention
6:00 PM
Spanish Mass
Thursday, March 22nd
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, March 23rd
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
7:00 AM
NO MASS
7:00 PM

Stations of The Cross

Saturday, March 24th
Vigil: Palm Sunday
11:00 AM
Baptism – Brayden Mallard
4:00 PM
Gerald Volpe (9th Anniversary)
by his sisters, Florence & Ann
Sunday, March 25th
Palm Sunday
8:00 AM
John & Mary Manning
by their family
10:30 AM
Louis Buratti, Jr.
by his family
Candle Intention:
IMO Rita Morizzo
by Mary & Elena

Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday
Stations of the Cross
Passion of the Lord
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

7:00 PM
6:15 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

To All Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound: Next week,
Palm Sunday there will be cards, palms and plants for
distribution to those you serve downstairs in the Elle.
Please note: there are no plants for the nursing home
clients.

2018 Partners in Charity Appeal
Last weekend was In Pew Commitment Weekend for the
2018 Partners in Charity Appeal. Thank you to those who
made a gift and a special thank you for those who gave for
the first time. Your gift will help us in reaching our parish
goal. To date 32 of our 450 parish families have
responded. We need the support of all of you if we are to
be successful in helping the diocese continue to service
and support the more than 25 agencies that the Appeal
currently encompasses. If you have not yet completed your
pledge, please prayerfully make your pledge and return it
to the church office or in the collection basket next
weekend. You can also make your gift online at
www.partners-charity.net Still have questions about the
Appeal? Watch the Appeal Video at home this week at
www.partners-charity.net or you can borrow our copy from
the church office. Please take a few minutes to educate
yourself on this Appeal and let that guide your giving. Thank
you!

Dear Friends,
Life and death; hope and despair are the key phrases that sum up the message of this Sunday. All three
readings this Sunday lead us to meet Jesus who is not only the water of life and the light of the world, but also
the resurrection and the life. It is around this central theme of our faith in Jesus as the resurrection and life
that the Church celebrates the third Scrutiny with those preparing for Baptism at Easter. In the prayer over
the candidates this Sunday the celebrant says these words: "Free from the grasp of death, those who await
your life-giving sacraments and deliver them from the spirit of corruption." The purpose of the third scrutiny
is to help the elect candidates to deepen their faith in Christ who is the life and the resurrection. The readings
therefore provide a sharp contrast between life and death; hope and despair. They also remind us of real life
experiences of the destructive effects of death in real families. We are reminded of the pain of death of loved
ones faced by millions of people all over the world every day.
If you are facing grief or strife in the family, here is a message for you. The prophet Ezekiel offers hope
for those who believe in the God of life. You and I have many times encountered the shattering effects of death
in the family. The Gospel opens with the announcement that Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, is ill.
Jesus’ immediate response is that this illness will not result in the death of Lazarus but that it will be an
occasion for God’s glory to be revealed to all and that the Son may also be glorified. The dramatic episode of
the raising Lazarus to life is a reminder that Jesus is the source of life; he is the life and the resurrection. Just
as in any funeral we have attended, there are tears in this story too. There are tears in the eyes of Mary and
Martha as they tell Jesus, that if he had been there, their brother would not have died. The whole account is a
beautiful catechesis that Jesus offers as the episode develops.
Jesus uses the occasion to lead the two women, Mary and Martha, through a gradual revelation of who
he is: "I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die". The whole episode is a powerful revelation of who Jesus is from his
absolute control over life and death. In other words, Jesus has the power to transform death into life; to bring
hope in the midst of despair; and joy out of grief. What message do we take home this Sunday? 1) Like Martha
and Mary we are led to believe that Jesus is the resurrection and source of life that he promises to anyone who
believes in him; 2) We are led to strengthen our faith in the life after death. The first reading reminds us that
that the Lord will indeed transform death into life for those who believe in the God of life. 3) The entire liturgy
celebrates the God of life, who in Jesus Christ conquers death that we may have life.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
If you know of any parishioner who is homebound or in a
nursing home and would like to receive the Eucharist,
please call the office at 978-342-4706 or email Rosalyn
Piro directly at homebound@stanthonyfitchburg.net.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2017 yearly giving,
please call or email the office. Thank you.

FREE LENTEN CONCERT on Tuesday, March
27th at 7 PM here in the church. Come and
listen as the St. Anthony & Friends Choir
present a program of music centering on
Holy Week. The choir has members from St.
Anthony’s, St. Anna’s & St. Richard’s parishes and is
directed by Judy Allardice. Immediately following the
concert there will be light refreshments downstairs in the
hall. What a wonderful opportunity to begin Holy Week
with. Please join us & bring a friend!

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de
PAUL FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the
St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any nonperishable items you use regularly in your
own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you could
add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of the church. They are collected
every Monday morning.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “Untie him and let him
go." Let the love of God free us from any fetters in our
marriages by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are on April 21-22
in Brewster, MA and May 19-20 in Warner, NH. For more
information, visit us at https://wwmema.org/ or call
Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963.
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Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

