Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 14th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Dennis Anderson (3rd Anniversary)
by his wife Betty
Eva DiNardo
by her family
Sunday, March 15th
Second Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Francesco Celona
by his children Frank & Grace & family
Donald Cormier (75th Birthday)
by wife Lorraine & children Patrick & Jennifer
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Lochlan Clayton Blake
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 16th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, March 17th
St. Patrick, Bishop
8:00 AM
Bob Babeau
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Wednesday, March 18th
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Evelyn Coughlin
by Sam & Sharon Cetrano
5:30 PM
Serra Mass
Msgr. John Doran Presiding
Thursday, March 19th
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM
All Laborers
by
Friday, March 20th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, March 21st
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Paul Fleming (25th Anniversary)
by his wife Mary & family
Donald Cormier
by Jim & Nancy Richard
Sunday, March 22nd
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
John & Mary Manning
by their family
Hugh Borg
by the Isabelle family
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Olivia Katherine Moretto
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Intentions of the
Residents of the Gables

March 14 - 15, 2020
Third Sunday of Lent
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.” (John 4:13) Jesus
reminds us that material things, even something as basic as water, can
never satisfy us for long. When we build our lives around material
possessions, we always want more. True Joy and Peace only comes
when we follow Jesus; when we become more “God-centered” and less
“self-centered.”
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel John 9:1-41

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Stations of the Cross @ 7:00 PM in the church every
Friday during Lent. Please plan to attend.

LENTEN JOURNEY
Please come and join us for Penance Services in our Fitchburg
Churches. Sacrament of reconciliation with meditation of The
Word of God will be celebrated on the following Wednesday’s
during the Lenten Season at 7:00 PM with a different preacher
each week.
March 18th

St. Joseph Church
Preacher – Fr. Joseph Dolan

April 1st

St. Francis Church
Preacher – Fr. Juan S. Ramirez

April 8th

St. Bernard @ St. Camillus Church
Preacher – Fr. Angel Matos
*please note the date change for this – there was a typo in the
flyer that said April 18th.

St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast – Join us for a
breakfast in honor of St. Patrick on Sunday,
March 15 from 8:00 – Noon. Pancakes,
scrambled eggs bacon & sausage, cinnamon
bread pudding, coffee, tea & orange juice all
for $6.00. Opportunity to purchased tickets for
raffle baskets. This event is hosted by the St. Anthony Hospitality
Committee. Bring the family, neighbors and friends!

Please pray for the soul of
Mary Cicala
who died recently.
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
In today’s Gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria is among the most lengthy and most
theological found in Scripture. The most startling aspect of the conversation is that it happens at all. Jesus, an observant
Jew of that time, was expected to avoid conversation with women in public. The animosity between the Jews and the
Samaritans should have prevented the conversation as well. The woman herself alludes to the break from tradition:
“How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” Yet Jesus not only converses with the woman, he also
asks to share her drinking vessel, an action that makes him unclean according to Jewish law.
The initial conversation between Jesus and the woman is better understood if we consider the importance of
water, especially in the climate of Israel. At first, the woman understands Jesus’ promise of “living water” in a literal
sense: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” With no running
water, the daily trip to the well by the women of the community was of paramount importance. The women of the town
would have traveled to the well in the early morning, but this woman came to the well at noon, the hottest time of the
day. The timing of her visit is a clear sign that she is an outcast within the Samaritan community. We learn in her
conversation with Jesus that she is an outcast because of her “many husbands.”
Behind the conversation lies the animosity and rivalry between the Jews and the Samaritans. Samaritans shared
Jewish ancestry, but Samaritans had intermarried with foreigners when they lived under the rule of the Assyrians.
Samaritan religion included worship of Yahweh, but was also influenced by the worship of other gods. When the Jews
refused Samaritan help in the building of the Temple at Jerusalem, the Samaritans eventually built a temple for
themselves at Mt. Gerizim (the same mountain mentioned by the woman at the well). Like the Jews, the Samaritans
believed that a Messiah would come.
The high point of the conversation is when Jesus reveals himself to her as the Messiah. His answer to the
Samaritan woman’s questions about worship is meant to predict a time when worshiping in truth and spirit will become
the way to worship.
After the conversation, the Samaritan woman becomes a disciple. Even though she is an outcast and not a Jew,
she returns to her town to lead others to Jesus and to wonder whether she has found the Messiah. The Samaritan
townspeople return with her to meet Jesus for themselves, and many are said to come to believe in him.
The significance of the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman has many levels. The first is personal:
The woman is herself converted to belief in Jesus as Messiah because he knows her sin but speaks with her just the
same. The second is social: Having come to know Jesus as the Messiah, the Samaritan woman becomes an evangelist to
her own people.
The third level of the story is educational: Jesus uses his encounter with the Samaritan woman to teach his
disciples that God’s mercy is without limit. The disciples return from their shopping quite confused to find Jesus talking
with a Samaritan, and a woman at that! But the conversion of the Samaritan townspeople is a foretaste of the kind of
open community that will be created among those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - We
ask that you continue to contribute to the good
works of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as
Catholic Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries
Pantry. Our Parish will continue to support these
ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
Fish Fry at Madonna of the Holy Rosary, 118 Theresa St.,
Fitchburg. Every Friday during Lent, thru April 3rd. Serving
begins at 4:30. Eat-in or Take-Out. baked
haddock & baked potato $8, fried haddock
& chips $8, macaroni & cheese. $4, bowl of
corn or fish chowder $4. Desserts available
at additional cost.
Frank Runyeon Coming to Gardner - All are welcome to join
Annunciation Parish in welcoming Frank Runyeon who will be
performing his one man shows "Sermon on the Mount" and
"Hollywood vs. Faith" on Saturday, March 28 at 7 pm in Holy
Rosary Church 135 Nichols St., Gardner. There is no set ticket
price however we will be taking a collection to help defray costs.

Vocations to Priesthood Retreat - The annual vocations retreat
with Bishop McManus is April 3-4. This is a free retreat for men
high schooled aged and up to listen to the Lord and learn more
about the priesthood. It is hosted at Immaculate Conception
Retreat Center in Putnam, CT and runs 6 pm-6 pm. This retreat
is designed for men in every stage of discernment –– from a
curious interest in the daily life of a parish priest to the serious
discernment of a vocation to the priesthood. For more
information,
contact
Father
Donato
Infante
at
director@worcestervoca... or at 508-630-4473.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - "Everyone who drinks this
water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I shall
give will never thirst." Let Jesus fill your thirst for a blessed
marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next Weekends are April18-19, in BREWSTER,
MA and June 6-7, in Medway, MA. For more information, call
Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit them at
https://wwmema.org/.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR 40 YEARS !

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

111

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2019
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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