Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Deacon Mark Carrier

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 10th
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Craig Madigan
by his family
Sunday, March 11th
Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Dennis Anderson (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Betty & family
10:30 AM
Lou Morizzo (6th Anniversary)
by his wife Mary
Monday, March 12th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
Tuesday, March 13th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Wednesday, March 14th
7:00 AM
Mark Holland
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
6:00 PM
Spanish Mass
Thursday, March 15th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Friday, March 16th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
7:00 PM

Stations of The Cross

Saturday, March 17th
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Rosina Bozzotto (27th Anniversary)
by her husband Bruno & family
Sunday, March 18th
Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
James & Mary DiConza &
son Nicholas & Elaine
by Tony & Connie Tessi
10:30 AM
Rita Morizzo
by her children
Elaine Paul (Month’s Mind)
by her children
12:30 PM
African Community Mass

Candle Intention:
IMO Mary Macchio
by her friend Josie Yapchian

March 10-11, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Lent
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son…” (John
3:16) Of all the wonderful gifts that God has given to us, the gift
of His own Son is truly the greatest. How can we ever thank God
for a gift like that? God does not ask us to sacrifice our own
precious firstborn, but He does ask that we are grateful and
generous with our God-given gifts and that we nurture and
develop them and return with increase.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 37:12-14
Second Reading Romans 8:8-1
Gospel John 11:1-45

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Lasagna Supper – Everyone is invited to a Parish Lasagna
Supper on Saturday, March 17th from 4:30 – 6:30 in the
church hall. Come join us as we celebrate the Feast of St.
Patrick. The meal is free, but donations are gladly
accepted. If you could kindly RSVP to the church office this
week it would be appreciated so we can have an idea of the
head count. But, if you forget, please join us anyway!
Stations of The Cross continue every Friday evening at
7PM.
To All Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound: Palm
Sunday there will be cards, palms and plants for
distribution to those you serve downstairs in the Elle.
Please note: there are no plants for the nursing home
clients.
THANK YOU! - After more than 30 years of service to our
St. Anthony Homebound and Nursing Home Community, Jo
Belli is taking a step back from the record keeping aspect
and passing the torch to Rosalyn Piro. Jo has worked
behind the scenes keeping track of all who receive weekly
communion by making sure the pastors stay current with
the names, places, room numbers, transfers in and out of
hospitals and rehabs, as well as the names of the
Eucharistic Ministers who serve each individual. We are so
grateful for the many years of dedicated service Jo has
given to our parish. Please join me in wishing Jo well. Jo is
not “retired” from service to St. Anthony’s, just cutting back
a bit. Rosalyn Piro has graciously agreed to assume the
duties that Jo had. Please welcome her in her new ministry
role. If you know of any parishioner who is homebound or
in a nursing home and would like to receive the Eucharist,
please call the office at 978-342-4706 or email Rosalyn
Piro directly at homebound@stanthonyfitchburg.net.
Please pray for the soul of
Maria Costa
who died this past week.
May God grant her family peace.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
Dear Friends,
For three weekends, the community of Saint Anthony has been delightfully happy to present two people who
will receive the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil. This fourth Sunday of Lent, the gospel presents the
story of a blind man and the way Jesus cured him. The story is rich in symbolism: Light and darkness, sight
and blindness, enlightenment, Baptism. In the early Christian communities’ candidates for Baptism presented
their names to the local Christian community and for forty days trained for Baptism. During that time, they
were joined by the local community, united in prayer and fasting. From at least the third century, candidates
were introduced to three great Joannine texts: The Samaritan Woman, John. 4; The Man Born Blind, John. 9;
The Raising of Lazarus, John 11. These texts hold a key to discipleship. Each is a story of healing, each is an
answer to the questions: “How do you meet Jesus? How do you respond to him?” Benedict XVI writes:
“Being a Christian is the encounter with an event, a person, who gives life a new horizon and a decisive
direction.” In the case of the Man Born Blind, the early Christians saw a connection between John 9 and
baptism. The healing took place at Siloam – the healing power of water. St Augustine declares: “he was
baptized in Christ”. Anointing and the use of saliva which preceded the washing also played a part in his
healing and became a part of the baptismal ceremony. As we continue this journey of Lent, let us pray for Don
and Ashley who are preparing to be received in the light of Christ through the sacraments. And let us pray for
ourselves that we may be light for those in darkness.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
2018 Partners in Charity Appeal
This weekend was In Pew Commitment Weekend for the
2018 Partners in Charity Appeal. This weekend every
member of St. Anthony Parish was called upon to support
the work of our Lord Jesus made possible through the
annual appeal. Our parish goal is $45,000. Please
complete your pledge envelope, indicating your gift or
pledge today. It is important for all of us to participate in
order to support our mission as a diocese. Please be as
generous as possible. 22 Advance gifts have been
received directly to the diocese for a total of $4,940. If
you were one of these donors, we thank you. Your gift will
help us in reaching our parish goal. You can also make
your gift online at www.partners-charity.net Still have
questions about the Appeal? Watch the Appeal Video at
home this week at www.partners-charity.net or you can
borrow our copy from the church office. Thank you!
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax
Contribution Statement for your 2017 yearly giving,
please call or email the office. These statements will only
be sent out upon request. Thank you.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “Not as man sees does
God see, because man sees the appearance, but the
LORD looks into the heart." Let our eyes be opened to the
love of God in our marriages by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekend
is on April 21-22 in Brewster, MA. For more information,
visit us at https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen &
Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963.

Women of Faith Morning of Prayer - Sr. Nancy Sheridan,
SASV will lead a program entitled “Jerusalem Our Destiny:
We Do Not Walk Alone” on Saturday, March 24, 9:30 am
– 1 pm at St. Anne’s Convent, 720 Boston Post Road East,
Marlborough. It will focus on the three-part symphony of
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. We will look long
and lovingly at the journey of Jesus so that we might more
deeply celebrate the impact of these mysteries in our own
lives. Our gathering will begin with “coffee and” followed
by a brief presentation, prayer, personal reflection, and
discussion. A registration fee of $10.00 is paid at the
door. Pre-registration is required by March 15. Email
womenoffaithssa@gmail.com or phone Ann Williams at
508-481-8176 or Sr. Yvette Bellerose at 774-239-3372
or register online at WomenOfFaithSSA.org.
Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de
PAUL FOOD PANTRY – This is run out of the
St. Francis of Assisi Church. Any nonperishable items you use regularly in your
own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you could
add one or two extra items? Items can be placed in the
bins at the entrances of the church. They are collected
every Monday morning.

Aria Lucia Roy
was welcomed into our Christian community through
baptism. May she, along with her parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.
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Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
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CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10

DJ Carpentry
Dennis J. Arsenault
www.djcarpentry.com
Phone: 978-345-7872

