Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 9th
Vigil: First Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Craig Madigan
by his family
Dennis Anderson (2nd Anniversary)
by his wife Betty
Sunday, March 10th
First Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Bruno DiPace
by his wife Lucille & family
10:30 AM
Oreste & Carmela Guglielmi Family
by Mary Morizzo
12:30 PM
Open Intention
Monday, March 11th
7:00 AM
Francesco Celona
by his family
12th

Tuesday, March
7:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
13th

Wednesday, March
7:00 AM
Peter Michaelian (18th Anniversary)
by his wife MaryAnn
Thursday, March 14th
7:00 AM
Parishioners
Friday, March 15th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, March 16th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Paula Goguen
by her husband Ray
Sunday, March 17th
Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Rose & Mike Champa
by their children
10:30 AM
Rita Morizzo
by her children
12:30 PM
Open Intention

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Frank Viola
by his wife Elena & children

March 9 - 10, 2019
First Sunday of Lent
“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which
you, O Lord, have given to me.” (Deuteronomy 26:10) This line from the
Old Testament offers two challenges. First, do you give to God from your
“first fruits”, the best that you have to offer, or do you give from what is
leftover? Second, do you recognize that everything you have has been
given to you by God? Ask God for a grateful and generous heart, every
day, in all circumstances.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
Second Reading Philippians 3:17-4:1
Gospel Luke 9:28b-36

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 14 years
old and older on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and on all Fridays
of Lent.
Lent has begun! This year Fr. Juan is
presenting a different approach for additional
prayerful time. Please join Father for the
following opportunities to deepen your Lenten
journey. Invite your firends and neighbors. The theme of this
Lenten season is charity. A more detailed explination will follow
in the coming weeks.

Mediate on Charity during Friday’s in Lent
1. March 15th at 7pm - Stations of the Cross and Meditation
2. March 22nd at 7pm - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Prayer, and Meditation
3. March 29th at 7pm - Simple Supper, Meditation, and Practice
of Charity
4. April 5th at 7pm - Lectio Divina and Meditation
5. April 12th at 7pm - Lenten Mass

Rice Bowls are available at the
entrances of the Church. Please take
one home for your alms-giving during
Lent. All money collected goes directly to
Catholic Relief Services to aid in their help to provide food to
those most in need.
St. Patrick Day Breakfast – The Hospitality
Committee invite all of you to join them on
Sunday, March 17th in the church hall for a
St. Patrick Day breakfast. The breakfast
begins at 8:30 and ends at 12 noon. Please
stop by anytime during those hours. There
will be pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon & sausage, cinnamon
bread pudding, orange juice & coffee. Tickets are $5 and
available after Mass or at the door. A raffel basket will also be
available. All proceeds benefit St. Anthony Church. Tell your
friends & neighbors, all welcome!

Dear Friends,
Lent is a time of knowing more profoundly God's love for us. The purpose of any good works that we do in
Lent is to open our hearts more completely to God's love. The words “repent and believe in the gospel” mean that
we have to be aware of our actions and take care of God’s grace in our lives.
God loves us! That is Good News. God forgives us! That is Good News. God invites us to share His life.
That is Good News. No matter how often we refuse God's invitation, He continues to invite us. That is good News.
No matter how often we sin, God is willing to forgive us. That is Good News.
Lent is not about thinking we are bad and beating ourselves up. It is about know that God loves us and
invites us to know the Good News and to live it. It is always invitation and never condemnation. In Lent we are
invited to do penance, to change our lives, to believe in the Good News. This can be and should an absolutely
joyful experience because we know that we are preparing for the joy of celebrating Christ's Resurrection.
Let us embrace the small discipline of Lent so that our hearts will rejoice even more as we celebrate
Christ\'s Resurrection at Easter, the great Passover, the great event of all history, which unites us to the Divine
Love.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

2019 Partners in Charity Appeal
Next weekend, March 16-17, is In Pew Commitment Weekend
for the Partners in Charity Appeal. Once a year, we are asked to
help the diocese with their charitable works and aid to ongoing
services and ministries. This year I am personally asking that
we all prayerfully consider if and what amount we will give. I
would like the Appeal to be concluded in as few weeks as
possible. Most of you know already how much you will donate
so I am asking that you don’t wait 4, 6 or even 12 weeks or
more to do so. Please reflect on God’s great generosity in your
lives and respond with generous giving of your own. Lent is the
perfect time to do so. If you plan to give to Partners in Charity,
please, come prepared to donate or pledge next weekend “In
Pew”. There will be ample time set aside for you to fill your
envelopes out. If you would like to mail in or make your
donation online, please do so in the next few weeks. I wish to
thank those individuals who have already donated in this
manner. To date we have raised $5,900!
CAN YOU HELP WITH OUR
COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS?
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION is an ongoing
collection. Did you know that in past years we used to have two
large bins overflowing each week? There remain faithful
contributors to this most needed food drive who keep one bin
¾ full each week and the recipients are most grateful. It can be
easy to unintentionally ignore this ongoing collection because
this notice is always in our bulletin. That’s because the need
never goes away. The food pantry is accepting any nonperishable food donations, preferably, not in glass containers.
All items are collected every Monday morning and delivered to
St. Francis of Assisi Food Panty which offers free food
assistance to those in need, on Fridays. When possible, could
you bring just one item?
PERSONAL HYGIENE - “Head to Toe Personal Hygiene and
Toiletries Pantry” for Catholic Charities is an additional ongoing
collection. Please bring an item or two when you can and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
These donations will be picked-up once a month, we will make
an announcement, but you may bring your items anytime.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter - Are there times in your life
or marriage relationship when you judge you are in a spiritual
desert? Bring life to your marriage by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are April 1314, in Brewster, MA and June 8-9, in Medway, MA. For more
information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963
or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org.
The 8th Annual Maine Catholic Women's Conference, which
features dynamic speaker/singer and songwriter, music, Mass,
adoration, and vendors will be held April 6th at the Portland
Mariott Sable Oaks in South Portland. This year’s theme is
“God will provide!” The keynote speaker/singer/songwriter will
be Kitty Cleveland, who will be sharing her testimony on how
Divine Mercy played a significant role in her life through the trial
of her father’s unjust incarceration. She will also share how
Divine providence lead her on a journey to becoming the
singer/songwriter she is today. Registration has begun. For
more information about the conference please go to our
Diocesan website https://portlanddiocese.org/mcwc2019. If
any St. Anthony parishioner is interested the parish will pay a
credit of $10 towards admission.

19th Annual Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference at
Assumption College - Men (of all ages, including teens and
college students) are invited to this important annual
Conference, scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday,
April 6th. Visit the conference website at www.firstmensconf.org
for complete information. Come and hear dynamic talks from
outstanding Catholic leaders: Kevin Dunn, Francesco Cesareo,
Trent Horn, Father Warren Savage, Mike Aquilina and Eric Mahl.
Bishops and priests will hear confessions. Bishop McManus
will offer the Conference Mass. Conference brochures are at the
entrances of the church. Adult tickets are $45 until March 24th
when the price jumps to $60 per ticket. St. Anthony Parish will
pay $10 towards parishioners’ tickets if purchased before
March 24th. This credit also applies to student tickets which are
$30. Please pick up a flyer on your way out & return the
registration form and payment to the church office BEFORE
March 24th

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

desi
gns
in print and publishing

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Kimberly Morse
800-350-4945

formerly Morse Printing

graphic designer and print provider
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2018
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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