Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, June 5th
Vigil: The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
4:00 PM
Maria Costa
by Casey Migliozzi & the Costa family
Sunday, June 6th
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Angelo Femino (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Anna & family
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, June 7th
8:00 AM
The Bodanza & LaLancette Families
by the Macchio family
Tuesday, June 8th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan at Presbyteral Assembly
Novena 7PM

Deacon Juan Parra

Wednesday, June 9th
St. Ephrem, Deacon & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan at Presbyteral Assembly
Thursday, June 10th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan at Presbyteral Assembly
Friday, June 11th
NO MASS
Saturday, June 12th
Vigil: 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Robert Saccone
by his wife Florence & family
Sunday, June 13th
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM
12:30 PM

Kenneth Thibeault
by his godmother Elena
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Logan - 8yr old
Successful surgery and recovery.
by Adriane McDonald

June 5 - 6, 2021
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
" Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them and they all drank
from it.” (MARK 14:23) Jesus, the perfect steward, gave thanks, just
before He gave Himself up for us, completely for our salvation. He offers
us the same chance to drink from His cup. In the bread and wine, we
meet Christ personally. If we follow Him, drinking from His cup means
our own self-sacrifice, using all of our gifts for the benefit of others and
to do His work on earth.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-10
Gospel Mark 4:26-34

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Fr. Juan will be attending the Annual Presbyteral Assembly for all
diocesan priests from Monday afternoon, June 7th, through
Thursday, June 10th. In Father’s absence there will be no morning
Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday.
ST. ANTHONY NOVENA CONTINUES
All novena nights begin at 7pm on Tuesday evenings here at St.
Anthony Church. Novena prayers, sermon, and Benediction with
veneration of the relic of St. Anthony of Padua. Spread the word!
Come and bring a friend. List of preachers is as follows:
June 8

Deacon Juan Parra
Seminarian Intern, St. Anthony of Padua

June 15

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
St. Anthony of Padua, Fitchburg

June 22

Final Novena Night
St. Anthony Solemn Mass

There will be a Solemn Mass to end the St. Anthony Novena on
Tuesday, June 22nd beginning at 7pm.
It is not necessary that you attended the St. Anthony Novena to
participate in this Solemn Mass with us. Please come and
celebrate as we honor our patron, Saint Anthony.
Mass Intention Book for July – December 2021 will open on
Wednesday, June 16th at 10:00 AM. The office is closed on
Thursday & Friday’s. Please remember that each person may
book a total of four (4) weekend Masses for the entire year – not
just July through December – regardless of for whom you are
booking them. Phone requests will be accepted beginning
Monday, June 21st

Rainah Marie Clancy
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May she, along with her parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends,
Today, the second Sunday after Pentecost, we celebrate a second solemnity, which marks our return to Ordinary
Time. Today is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. At one time, this day was called Corpus Christi,
Latin for “the Body of Christ.” In the most recent revision of the liturgy, the name for this day is expanded to be a more
complete reflection of our Eucharistic theology.
The feeding of the 5,000 is the only one of Jesus' miracles to appear in all four Gospels. Luke places it between
Herod's question, “Who is this about whom I hear such things?” and Peter's response to Jesus' question about who he
thought Jesus was: “You are the Messiah of God.” In Luke the feeding is not the result of Jesus' compassion for the crowd
but is instigated by the disciples. They wanted Jesus to send the crowd away to town. Instead Jesus tells the disciples to
give them some food on their own.
The passage is meant to remind us of two feedings in the Old Testament: the feeding of the Israelites in the
desert and Elisha's feeding of 100 people with 20 loaves in 2 Kings 4:42-44. It is also connected to the institution of the
Eucharist. As in the Last Supper accounts in Matthew, Mark, and Luke and in Paul's account in 1 Corinthians 11:23-24,
Jesus takes bread, looks up to heaven, blesses the bread, breaks it, and then gives it to the disciples. In using this exact
language, Luke is reminding his readers that in this miracle Jesus is doing more than feeding hungry people as God did
for the Israelites and the prophet Elisha did as well. The bread he gives is his body, which he will continue to give as
often as the community breaks bread in remembrance of him in the Eucharist.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.

Volunteers needed for Children in Homeless Shelters
Children living in more than 90 homeless shelters across Mass.
count on Horizons for Homeless Children volunteers. Can they
count on you? Volunteer to play with homeless children at our
Playspace in one of more than 90 family shelters. We have a
high need for volunteers in Worcester. A commitment of 2
hours a week for 6 months and an orientation are required.
Upcoming online volunteer orientation: Thursday, June 17 from
6-8 pm. To find out more, view other orientation dates, or to
apply, visit horizonschildren.org/playspace/1/ or call
774.260.2612.

Many of you are probably tired of seeing this
spot every week. The need is still out there
with the diocese at 78% of their total goal. To
date we have 73 donors (some of which are
new) for $16,035. Last year we ended the campaign with 101
donors for a total of $19,970. Our parish goal is $43,500.
While we have not reached that goal in many years, I am asking
if we can try to exceed LAST YEAR’s goal and raise $25,000? I
have received a list from the Partners in Charity office and there
are 43 donors from last year that have yet to make a gift. If you
are one of them, please consider a gift regardless of the
amount. I am truly grateful for all who have already contributed!
If you took an envelope home, send it directly to Worcester.
Please do what you can. CHECKS should be made out to
Partners in Charity. Thank you.

Camp and Retreat for Catholic HS age young men
Quo Vadis Days is a four-day overnight retreat and camp June
24 - 27 for young Catholic men of high school age, those
entering high school through recent graduates of high school
sponsored by the Diocese of Worcester and the Archdiocese of
Boston. It serves to connect them to other young men striving
to live lives of virtue, to deepen their faith, learn more about
what it means to be a Catholic man in our world today (whether
single, parent, or priest), and better discern God’s call in their
lives. This event will be both prayerful and a lot of fun, with
everything from epic capture the flag games to daily Mass. For
more information on this, or Financial Aid assistance contact Fr.
Donato
Infante,
Diocesan
Vocations
Director,
at
donato.infante@gmail.com

Diocesan Summer Young Adult Events – All young adults (ages
18-39) are invited to join us for our Diocesan Young Adult
Ministry events this summer! Events include weekly pick-up
volleyball, hiking trips to Mt. Wachusett and Mt. Monadnock, an
aerial adventure course, and whitewater rafting. Some events
require registration in advance. To sign up or to get more
information contact Tim Messenger at 508-929-4360 or
tmessenger@worcesterdioces.org.

WE’RE HAVING A COOK-OUT! – Friends and
family, it’s time to celebrate! Please join us on
Saturday, June 26th beginning at 1:00 pm in the
church hall. Bring a chair and enjoy the beautiful
weather. Mass will be celebrated outside at
4:00 PM (weather permitting). No cost, free will
offering.

Answering your questions about
returning to Mass as of May 29, 2021
in the Diocese of Worcester
1.
Did Governor Baker lift the use of masks and other restrictions in churches, too?
As of May 29, 2021 fully vaccinated people are no longer required to wear masks or physically
distance from others in our parishes, as in other public settings. This applies to attending Mass
as well as other parish activities, but does not apply to schools and not to the office spaces.
2.
Will someone be checking whether I was officially vaccinated?
We are not policing our parishioners. This is an honor system and we pray that people will be
honest and avoid participating unmasked near other parishioners if they have not been
vaccinated.
3.
What if I am not yet vaccinated? How can I safely return to Mass?
You should continue to attend Mass as you have been over these past months during the
pandemic. All parishes are being advised to have a section of the church available for people
who want to wear a mask and remain physically distanced 6 or more feet apart. You can always
wear a mask anywhere in the church even if you have been vaccinated but are still concerned
for personal reasons about the pandemic.
4.
Will Mass feel like it did before the pandemic began?
For the most part things will return to normal as your parish can accommodate it. Worship aids
(e.g., missalettes and hymnals) can be used again and you will notice more congregational
singing. The Diocese of Worcester is recommending waiting until the fall for choirs to resume.
For the time being we will not exchange the sign of peace and Holy Communion will not be
offered from the chalice.
5.

I heard that Bishop McManus is restoring the obligation to go to Sunday Mass. What if
I am sick, or have compromised health or care for someone at home whose health is
compromised?
The obligation to be at Mass in person never applies to someone who is sick, or has
compromised health, or caring for someone who is sick and at risk or infecting someone for
whom they provide care at home. For this reason, parishes are encouraged to continue to
stream Mass on their social media channels and the Diocese offers Sunday Mass from the
Cathedral on select cable access stations and on the internet at worcesterdiocese.org.
6. I’ve been away from Mass for a while. What if I’m just not ready to go back?
We understand that for some people, you may feel uneasy for a variety of reasons to come
back to Mass. All we ask is that you read the letter from Bishop McManus about going to Mass
in which he reflects on what the Mass means for all of us as baptized Catholics.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

graphic design and print provider

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Kimberly Morse

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

owner & production artist

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
kmorse@designsinprint.com
OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
printing • copying • mailing • every-door-direct
specializing in publication layout and page creation
logo design • ad design • variable data printing

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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