Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Summer Hours:
June – September (Labor day week)
Monday – Thursday 9-1 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

LORD’S DAY MASSES
WEEKDAY MASSES

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM
Spanish Mass Wednesday Evening at 6:00 (suspended during

the Summer months)

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION
BAPTISM OF INFANTS

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.
All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 7
Vigil: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Cormier & DiPrima Families
by Josie Cormier
Jean Walters
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Sunday, July 8th
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
10:30 AM
Shirley & Roger Therrien
by their friend Elena
Monday, July 9th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Tuesday, July 10th
St. Thomas, Apostle
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, July 11th
St. Benedict, Abbot
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, July 12th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, July 13th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, July 14th
Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Eva DiNardo
by her family
Sunday, July 15th
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Claire & Leo Roux
by their daughter Amy Walsh
10:30 AM
Joseph & Lucille (Fasano) Revolti
by Jean & Lonnie Williams
Noon
Baptism: Shayna Lynne Roy

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
None
the next 8 weeks remain open

July 7-8, 2018
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“As the Lord spoke to me, the spirit entered me and set me on my feet, and I
heard the one who was speaking say to me, ‘Son of man, I am sending you…’”
(EZEKIEL 2:2-3) God asks each of us to do some special work for Him. He gives
us the resources we need to do His work. However, do we listen to God when He
calls? Do we get up on our feet and use our talent to do the work He asks of us?
Remember, God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.

READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Amos 7:12-15
Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel Mark 6:7-13

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Attention Parishioners:
Father Juan will be away on vacation from this Sunday evening, July 8th
through Sunday evening, July 15th. In Father’s absence there will be no
weekday Masses. Please plan accordingly for your morning Masses.
Weekend Mases, Saturday & Sunday, will be celebrated as usual. Fr.
Richard Lewandowski with be our visiting priest. The office will be open
for regularly scheduled hours.
St. Anthony Shrine Candle Reminder: Did you know we have candles
available for you at our St. Anthony Shrines? If you have special
intentions or remembrances of someone dear to you, we offer St.
Anthony candles. Our outside shrine candle(s) is $5 and is a private
intention, not in the bulletin. Our single candle inside the church, in front
of St. Anthony statue, is $10 and the intention is printed in the bulletin.
It is lit weekly on a rotating basis as space is available. Please do not
request specific dates as this is not intended to be used in the place of
our Mass Intentions. Candles outside will be lit the day the request is
made, and the candle inside will be lit in the order the requests are
made. Both of these candles burn for 7 days. Please stop by the office
to place your request.
Mass Intention Book for July – December 2018 is now open. Please
remember that each person may book a total of four (4) weekend
Masses for the entire year.

Parish Council Members Contact Information
In case you missed it last week: The contact information for the new
Parish Council Board Members is listed below. We have a change to
Annie Saball’s telephone number and the addition of Leo Piro’s contact
information. If you have any suggestions or concerns for the parish life,
please speak with any of them. Perhaps cut this out and keep in a safe
place. This information will also be listed on the parish website should
you need it. The next scheduled meeting will be announced soon. Please
check the bulletin, all parishioners are welcome to attend.
Linda Allaire
Gina Giacamozzi-Hanley
Debbie Mercadante
Cindy Merill
Leo Piro
Annie Saball
Connie Tessi
Denis Thibodeau

978-345-1669 lrallaire1@verizon.net
978-342-5226 hanleyfamily4@verizon.net
978-342-7618 debbiem@mercadante.com
978-348-0876 merrillscout18@gmail.com
978-340-2078 rosalynpiro@gmail.com
978-866-8620 anniesaball@gmail.com
978-342-9294 tessi1@verizon.net
978-345-5618 dthibo@aol.com

Dear Friends,
In today’s gospel reading, it is the neighbors and friends of Jesus’ family who have trouble believing in him.
They admit that his teaching demonstrates considerable wisdom. They also acknowledge his extraordinary power as a
healer. From their perspective, however, something doesn’t add up. After all, he is basically just one of them. Jesus’
hometown people don’t simply puzzle over his extraordinary powers. They are actually “scandalized” by him. He
experiences their response as rejection and tells them how he feels. In so doing, he identifies himself with the rejected
prophets of old. The people’s lack of faith renders the prophet Jesus powerless: according to the Gospel, he is simply
unable to perform any mighty deeds among them. There is a hint in the text, however, that some few do have faith: “he
cured a few sick people.” He cures these people “by laying his hands on them”.
At times, we may be like Jesus, bringing the wisdom and power of God to our families or local communities,
only to meet with rejection. Sometimes, we may be like the few who come in faith and experience a healing touch. At
other times, we may replicate the behavior of the opponents of Jesus. We probably should all look into ourselves in
order to check whether or not we are mirroring the behavior of the people of Jesus’ home town. To refuse to see the
goodness in another may have something to do with a lack of faith and may actually appreciate the power of God at
work, even in the lives of those closest to us, our neighbors and our friends.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – This is run out of the St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Any non-perishable items you use regularly in
your own home are always needed for the food
pantry. When you do your shopping perhaps you
could add one or two extra items? Items can be
placed in the bins at the entrances of our church. They are collected
every Monday morning.
MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Please remember St. Anthony Parish when considering a monetary
donation in memory of a loved one. Please make checks payable to St.
Anthony Church and include “IMO” in the note area. We will
acknowledge your gift and notify the family of your donations. Thank
you.
Partners Appeal Nearing End
We would like to conclude our
parish appeal and in early July
send to the diocese any
additional donations we may
receive. Please, if you intend to
donate, we ask that you do so in the next two weeks. If you have given
in past years but have not done so this year, won’t you consider making
a donation of any amount to this 2018 Appeal? To those of you who
have donated already, thank you!

An Excerpt from a Letter Received from the Religious Venerini Sisters:
“Dear Fr. Juan,
Please accept our deepest thanks to you and all your parishioners for
this generous donation of three thousand dollars ($3,000) to the
Venerini Sisters. With so few of us earning a salary and the care of our
elderly, this will be very helpful. We are also most grateful to the people
of St. Anthony’s Parish for their many years of generosity to us.
May God bless all of you for your generosity. Father, you and all of your
parishioners have a special place in our hearts and prayers.
With much gratitude and prayers,
Sr. Theresa Rose Carchidi, MPV
Provincial”

Church Summer Office Hours in Effect
Office hours are Monday – Thursday from 9:00 – 1:00pm. All items for
the bulletin need to be submitted by Monday morning. Thank you.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter –Have faith that God can increase the
blessings in your marriage by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekend is on September 15 &
16 in Medway, and December 7 & 9 in Duxbury, MA. For more
information, visit us at https://wwmema.org/ or call Stephen &
Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963.
Sale at St. Stephen Thrift Store, 20 Hamilton St., Worcester is holding
a GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALE: Everything must go. Store hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9 am-2:30 pm and Saturday: 8:30
am-4 pm. The store will close on July 31.
Young Adult Theology on Tap - Join us for the next Theology on Tap on
Tuesday, July 10 beginning at 6:30 pm at Compass Tavern in
Worcester! Our speaker will be Fr. Jim Boland and the topic will be
"Mission Possible: Living Your Call in the Modern World". Open to all
young adults (ages 18-39). Doors open at 6:30 for food and drinks.
The speaker will begin at 7:15. Compass Tavern is located at 90
Harding St., Worcester.
Saint Anne Shrine, Fiskdale, MA – Each year, we honor St. Anne with a
nine-day Novena beginning on July 18th and concluding on July 26th.
We invite all of you to join us! For information email
saintannesshrine@gmail.com. If you are unable to join us, here is a
prayer to St. Anne to say during the Novena:
“O glorious St. Anne, you are filled with compassion for those who
invoke you and with love for those who suffer. Heavily burdened with
the weight of my troubles, I cast myself at your feet and humbly beg of
you to take the present intention which I recommend to you in your
special care. (pause here to silently mention your intentions)
Please recommend it to your daughter, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and
place it before the throne of Jesus, so that He may bring it to a happy
issue. Continue to intercede for me until my request is granted. But,
above all, obtain for me the grace one day to see my God face to face,
and with you and Mary and all the Saints to praise and bless him for
all eternity.” Amen.

