Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 4th
Vigil: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased of the Cormier & DiPrima Families
by Josie Cormier & her family
Sunday, July 5th
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12 NOON
Baptism: Timothy Quin Doyle
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, July 6th
Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, July
8:00 AM

July 4 - 5, 2020
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
" For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”(Matthew 11:30) When we
think of being good stewards, we may think that God is asking too much
of us when He calls us to generously share our time, talent, and treasure.
However, we must remember that we are not “owners” of anything, we
are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. All He is asking is
that we give back a small portion, in gratitude, of what He has already
given to us.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 55:10-11
Second Reading Romans: 8:18-23
Gospel Matthew 13:1-23

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

7th
Open Intention
by

Wednesday, July 8th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
9th

Thursday, July
St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest & Companion Martyrs
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, July 10th
St. Thomas the Apostle
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, July 11th
Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Kathy & family

Building & Maintenance Collection was taken up at all Masses
this weekend. If you did not attend Mass or did not remember
your envelope, please mail your donation in. These funds help to
bridge the gap for any cost incurred during the year. Thank you!
The Church Office is open with abbreviated hours of Monday,
Tuesday & Wednesday from 9:00-1:00 pm. Please communicate
by email and phone as we continue to monitor both. Please, only
use the emergency line if you have someone that requires
sacrament of the sick.

***St. Anthony Parish has resumed regularly
scheduled weekend as well as weekday Masses. The
4:00 pm Saturday Mass will be livestreamed for those
who choose to remain at home and FATV will continue
to air the Mass at 2:00 pm every Sunday afternoon for
those who do not have computer access***

Sunday, July 12th
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
12:30 PM

Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IHO Josie Cormier’s 98th Birthday
by a friend

The Mass Intention Book is now open for the months of July –
December 2020. Phone requests can be done anytime during
regular office hours. Only four (4) weekend Masses are allowed
for the entire year in order that everyone has equal opportunity
to schedule a Saturday or Sunday Mass. There are plenty of
weekday 8:00 am Masses available.
Important: If you are planning to come to the office to make your
intention request, only 1 person at a time will be permitted to
enter the building. Remember to wear a mask as you will not be
allowed to enter without one. The office is not open on Thursday
or Friday.

Dear Friends,
We all are carrying heavy burdens these days. Anxieties and fears burden us all, fears about our economy, the cost of food
and fuel, home values and mortgages, what’s happening to our children, terrorism, our national debt, and so on. The list seems
both overwhelming and endless. We are trying to stretch out paychecks, paychecks that never seem to go quite far enough. We
might be working on stressed marriage relationships they fear are breaking up. They’re unemployed or they’re under-employed
and are looking for a better job that will give them a reliable source of income.
Others are waiting for biopsy reports on certain abnormal cells that are growing in their bodies, filled with fear that they
may have cancer. Or they’re trying to provide for and shape the characters of their children, children that are so influenced by all
that is immoral and degrading in our culture. Many parents feel they are taken for granted, not appreciated, and that they are
simply being used while getting nothing back out of life for what they’ve put into it.
All of us are laboring under burdens. In addition to the few things I’ve just mentioned, many folks have piled on to
themselves burdens of self-doubt, self-blame, shame, and guilt. Then they say to themselves: “The predicaments I’m in are all my
fault.” “If I were a better wife my husband would notice me more and be more sensitive, considerate and loving toward me.” “If I
tried harder, I would have a better job or position where I work, and we wouldn’t be so strapped for money.” “If I were more
loving, my teenagers wouldn’t be so hostile.” And on and on it goes.
Laboring under many burdens we are here today to Mass and we’ve just heard Jesus say to us: “Come to me, all you who
are weary and find life burdensome, and I will give you rest.” How could anyone not be attracted to what Jesus offers us?
For some, the Christian message has been so distorted that they no longer take it seriously. Some preachers have claimed
that faith in Christ removes all desire for sin. Rubbish! Others have preached a message that faith in Jesus Christ removes all doubt
and fear in one’s life. Nonsense! Still others tell us that with Christ you’ll have such a feeling of acceptance that you’ll never ever
feel lonely again. Not true! And, we’ve been told that if you believe in Jesus Christ your children will grow up good, you’ll get
promotions where you work, and that your illnesses and sicknesses will be minor. Bunk!
The Christian faith is not magic. Christ’s life was not painless and totally free of burdens. Quite the contrary! But what He
does offer you is His invitation to be yoked with Him, to pull your burdens and tasks through life with Him, sharing His yoke,
drawing on His strength, and letting Him help you while you help Him accomplish His tasks. Christ doesn’t do things for you; He
does things with you.
The Jews among whom Jesus lived were suffering a lot. Life imposed heavy and painful burdens upon them. Their
religious leaders imposed even more, presenting them with an impossible set of laws, rules and regulations that could never be
met while at the same time presenting them with an angry and vengeful God who could seemingly never be satisfied.
I don’t know what your image of God is, and I don’t know how you feel about God, but I do know that you need to be
yoked with Jesus in accomplishing God’s work and in carrying out His tasks. If you give up your tyrannical deity, Jesus will give
you His wise and loving Father along with His strong and understanding mother. He wants to be yoked with you.
For those of us who are weighed down with shame and guilt, well… few of us have heavier loads to carry. Jesus’ mission
in life was a mission of forgiveness. Are you yoked with Christ in that task? Christ never met anyone whose sins were so great that
they couldn’t be forgiven.
It is often said that Jesus’ love for us was unconditional. Well, yes…. but not quite. He did attach one supreme condition on
His love for us, namely that in order to receive His forgiveness and be relieved of our burden we have to forgive others. We
receive forgiveness and we have burdens taken off of our backs as we forgive and remove burdens from others. Carrying
unforgiving resentments burdens you, not the ones you resent.
No one has a heavier load to carry than those who are constantly resentful and constantly concerned about themselves.
Resentfulness is, after all, a form of self-centeredness. And Jesus, as you will recall, spent no time at all with such things. Jesus was
far too concerned with helping others than He was with fretting about His own problems. He didn’t waste time with His own selfpity parties.
If we take Christ’s yoke upon ourselves, we will find our own burdens to be much lighter. For all of us are carrying some
heavy loads, the worst of which are our feelings about ourselves and about our relationships with others, particularly those that
closest around us. Life is, after all, essentially hard, because relationships are hard.
But Jesus offers you something that can make life essentially beautiful for you and for me. “Come to me,” He cries, “all you
who are weary and find life burdensome, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon your shoulders and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart. And your souls will find rest, for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Everything depends upon
how close you will let Jesus come to you.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
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(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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Funeral Director
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Funeral Director
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Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR 40 YEARS !

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

111

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2019
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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