Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 3rd
Vigil: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deceased of DiPrima & Cormier Families
by Josie Cormier
Josie Cormier – 99th Birthday
by a friend
Sunday, July 4th
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, July 5th
St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, July 6th
St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, July 7th
8:00 AM
Fr. Bob Bruso (1st Anniversary)
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Thursday, July 8th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, July 9th
St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest & Companions, Martyrs
NO MASS
Saturday, July 10th
Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard (3rd Anniversary)
by Josie Cormier
Sunday, July 11th
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Mary Ann Guichard
by her cousins, Mary & Elena
12:30 PM
Parishioners

July 3 - 4, 2021
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"As the Lord spoke to me, the spirit entered me and set me on my feet,
and I heard the one who was speaking say to me, ‘Son of man, I am
sending you…’” (EZEKIEL 2:2-3) God has a plan for each of us. He calls
us to do something for Him. But, He doesn’t leave us on our own to figure
it out. He gives us the resources we need to do His work. Are you
listening for God’s call? When you hear it, do you get on your feet and
do the work He asks of you? Do not be afraid. God doesn’t call the
equipped, he equips the called. Answer His call.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Amos 7:12-15
Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel Mark 6:7-13

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The office is closed on Monday for the Fourth of July Holiday
Summer Office Hours are in Effect:
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.
Please join us in wishing Mary
Morizzo and Josephine (Jo) Belli
a belated happy & blessed
birthday as they recently turned
96 & 91 respectively.
If you know of someone who is
celebrating a birthday and would like to have us keep them in
prayer, please call and/or leave a message at the office.

Michael Barry Cincotta
Lucius Manuel Tirado &
Logan Luis Agramonte
were welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May they, along with their parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.
Mass Intention Book for July – December 2021 is now open. You
may now call to book a Mass. Please remember that the office is
closed on Thursday & Friday’s, and we have begun summer hours
of 9-1 Monday – Wednesday. Important: each person may book
a total of four (4) weekend Masses for the entire year – not just
July through December – regardless of for whom you are booking
them. Phone requests will be accepted beginning Monday, June
21st

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
In Honor of Josie Cormier’s 99th Birthday
by her friend
Please pray for the souls of
Rene LaFleur
Robert Marshall &
Mary Ann Smith
May God grant their families comfort & peace.

Dear Friends,
Are we able to see the presence of God in others? Are we able to recognize that God speaks through others? Do
we see and acknowledge the prophets of our own time? Today’s readings call us to open our hearts, our minds and our
whole being to the presence of God in others.
The first reading today is from the Prophet Ezekiel. God sends prophets to His people. We don’t always like to
hear the words that a prophet speaks. On the other hand, not everyone who speaks is a prophet.
Today many claim to be prophetic, but most lack any claims to speaking the Word of God. A true prophet clearly
speaks the same message as the other prophets and that message is always the same: faithfulness to God’s word
revealed in Holy Scripture, love for God, love for others, care for the needy and the oppressed.
The second reading today is from the Second Letter to the Corinthians. Here we also listen to God’s word: “I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak,
then I am strong.” We are invited to embrace the word of Jesus Christ with all our strength and all our being. When we
do embrace this word of God, we shall surely suffer and know our own weaknesses. This also is a form of prophecy
because the more we embrace Christ and follow His way, the more our lives speak about God and His incredible love
for us. We prophesy simply by living.
The Gospel today is from Saint Mark and takes us back to the challenge of rejection. We should remember that
Ezekiel told us that it does not matter if a prophet is recognized or not. What matters is that the prophet speaks the
word of God. Today’s Gospel points out that we can reject a true prophet simply because we don’t believe that God acts
in the ordinary events of our lives and in seemingly ordinary people.
God is always speaking to us: in others, in the events of our lives, in the Church, in our world. In order to
understand God we must be attentive first of all to His revealed word. When that revealed Word is our whole way of
living, then we begin to recognize His word in all the other realities of our lives. Today God invites us: listen to the
prophets! Open your hearts and minds and beings! God loves you and wishes to speak with you. Harden not your
hearts today!
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
To date, our parish has donated $21,415. The
diocese is at 81% of their goal. Last year we
ended the campaign with 101 donors for a
total of $19,970. WE stand at 45% of our
parish $47,500 goal. While we have not reached that goal in
many years, I am asking if we can try to exceed LAST YEAR’s
total collected by raising $25,000? We are $3,585 away from
reaching that now!. If you have not donated yet, please give any
amount to help us reach OUR goal. I am truly grateful for all who
have already contributed! If you took an envelope home, send
it directly to Worcester. Please do what you can. CHECKS should
be made out to Partners in Charity. Thank you.
Upcoming Cursillo Weekends - “Behold, I stand at the door and
knock…” It’s time to learn more about your Faith. It’s time to
experience what our religion can do for you. Jesus is waiting for
you, personally. Cursillo weekends are a wonderful, fun way to
give you a start on this journey. Two weekends are being offered
in 2021. A women’s weekend running from October 14-17;
and a men’s weekend running from November 11-14. Go to
www.fourthday.org and download an application today or call

Pam Hamilton @ 774-239-8909 for more information. You will
be glad you did!
Want to learn about the Knights of Columbus? - If you are a
Catholic man living in or near Fitchburg and want to deepen
your faith, make new friends, and add value to our community
then Knights of Columbus may be perfect for you. We are a
small group of men who enjoy putting God first, laughing and
helping others. We meet the 4th Wednesday of each month in
the church basement of St. Camillus, 333 Mechanic St,
Fitchburg. If interested, join us for a meeting or call Dave at
617-981-1186. https://www.facebook.com/fitchburgkofc/
Can’t get to the library? Apply for FREE library service by mail!
The Talking Book Library at the Worcester Public Library
provides free large-type and audio reading materials by mail or
download. This service is available to anyone who struggles to
read standard print due to a visual, physical, or reading
disability. This service is for all of Massachusetts even though
it is located in Worcester. All applicants, whether from
Worcester or elsewhere in the state, apply through our
application which is included on our website here:
https://talkingbook.mywpl.org/about/registration-information
Don’t have a computer? Call the church office for a registration
form and we will mail one directly to you. It is definitely worth
checking
out!
Learn
more:
508-799-1751
or
talkingbook.mywpl.org Worcester Talking Book Library • 3
Salem Square • Worcester, MA 01608 •

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
graphic design and print provider

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.
“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

CAULEY’S

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

113

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021
www.sarasinirrigation.com

Space
Available
“Do Unto Others…”

(978) 342-3029

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Luke 6:31

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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