Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 11th
Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Kathy & family
Sunday, July 12th
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, July 13th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Tuesday, July 14th
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, July 15th
St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, July 16th
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, July 17th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, July 18th
Vigil: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Deacon Joseph Clonan
by Deacon Sal & Mary Tantillo
Agnes Clear (2nd Anniversary)
by Peter & Linda Allaire
19th

Sunday, July
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
12:30 PM

Parishioners

July 11 - 12, 2020
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word but then
the cares of the world and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears
no fruit.” (Matthew 13:22) Does the lure of riches and material goods
choke God out of your life? Are you so caught up in earthly activities that
you have no time for God? Gratitude and generosity are virtues that we
should strive to do on a daily basis. Every decision we make either takes
us one step closer to God or one step further away. What we receive at
Mass every Sunday should be shared with others all the other days of
the week as well.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Second Reading Romans 8:26 - 27
Gospel Matthew 13:24-43

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The Church Office is open with abbreviated hours of Monday,
Tuesday & Wednesday from 9:00-1:00 pm.

***St. Anthony Parish has resumed regularly
scheduled weekend as well as weekday Masses. The
4:00 pm Saturday Mass will be livestreamed for those
who choose to remain at home and FATV will continue
to air the Mass at 2:00 pm every Sunday afternoon for
those who do not have computer access***
The Mass Intention Book is now open for the months of July –
December 2020. Phone requests can be done anytime during
regular office hours. Only four (4) weekend Masses are allowed
for the entire year in order that everyone has equal opportunity
to schedule a Saturday or Sunday Mass. There are plenty of
weekday 8:00 am Masses available.
Please consider St. Anthony Parish when
making a monetary donation in memory
of a loved one. Checks can be made
payable to St. Anthony Church and
include “IMO” in the note area. We will acknowledge your gift and
notify the family of your donations. This past year, 2019, the
parish received $7,388 in donations made in memory of loved
ones. A portion of those monies were used to help fund the
paving of the main church parking lot this past summer. A special
thank you to those families who chose to honor their loved ones
by suggesting donations to St. Anthony Church and also to those
individuals who have contributed at the request of the family.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Fr. Bob Bruso
from a friend

Timothy Quin Doyle
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May he, along with his parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends,
“Whoever has ears ought to hear”
It is often said that a picture paints a thousand words. But words can never say it all, because if words can say
it all, then there is no need to paint anything at all.
But as much as a picture paints a thousand words, yet a few words can also change the story of the picture.
And as much as words can tell a story, words can also change the story. Words can make something happen
and cause a reaction.
God speaks and we seem to have some difficulty hearing Him. By and large, we are practicing Catholics. If
practice makes perfect, then are we anywhere near perfect?
We come for Mass every week, we hear three scripture readings and a homily, but is there anything happening
in us? God also speaks to us through to what the other members of my family are saying. Do we take the time listen to
the children, the elderly, and the sick? Are so used to what they say that we no longer care about paying attention?
We may resonate with this story of a man who said to his wife: I am going to stop going for Mass! I listen to the
readings, I hear the priests preach, but I can’t remember anything. It is doing me no good. So, I am going to stop going
for Mass.
The wife thought for a while and replied: Then I am going to stop cooking for you! Because you can’t
remember what you ate yesterday, you are getting fat and it’s not doing you any good. So, I am going to stop cooking
for you.
Maybe that is also the story of our lives. We don’t think that anything is happening to us, even as we try to
listen.
But God will not stop speaking. A picture may paint a thousand words, but a few words will change the story of
the picture. More so when it is God’s Word. It will never return to Him empty without carrying out His will and
succeeding in what it was sent to do.
All we need is to keep listening and opening our hearts, and God will change the story of our lives. It may
sound incredible, but that is the truth of the power of God’s Word.
We have the ears, so may we listen to God’s Word and produce a harvest.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
How to make a Spiritual Communion
Begin by examining your conscience and making a good Act of
Contrition. Then pray on of the prayers recommended by the
saints for inviting Christ into your heart. Here is one by St.
Alphonsus Liguori:
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive
you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you
were already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never
permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
Spiritual Communion can never fully take the place of receiving
Holy Communion at Mass, but in these extraordinary times it
can help us to stay close to Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
-Taken from the Catholic Free Press March 20, 2020 -

Partners in Charity – We
did
not
have
the
opportunity to do an “In
Pew
Collection”
for
Partners in Charity due to
the
closing
of
the
churches. We ask that if
you
received
any
correspondence via mail,
please carefully consider making a gift or pledge and send it in
directly to the diocese. Make check payable to Partners in

Charity and mail to 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA 01609.
Please note that you are from St. Anthony FITCHBURG.
Thank you for your consideration. Thank you to those
individuals who have collectively donated $13,790 of our
$48,000 goal, through direct donations.
Please Return Your Rice Bowls –
We ask you to return your Rice
Bowls to the sacristy before/after
Mass or to the church office during
regular office hours. If you did not use the Rice Bowl but would
like to make a donation to CRS please drop a check in the
collection basket, be sure to put Rice Bowl in the memo area.
We realize that we are collecting the “bowls” much later than
usual but like so many things, it is due to the COVID19 issues.
All money collected goes directly to Catholic Relief Services.
Thank you!
Beacon of Hope 28th Annual Walk for Hope “Redefined” – This
year’s walk is in memory of Paul Roy and Fay Brooks. Our Walk
for Hope is back on and going virtual! You choose the date, time
and 5k route. Either July 18th or 19th, rain or shine. Walk, run,
bike, hike, skip or hop in support of our mission to enhance the
quality of life of individuals with i/d disabilities. For more
information or to register or donate, call 978-840-2727 or go to
www.beaconofhopema.org Have some fun with family or friends
while helping us out at the same time!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR 40 YEARS !

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

111

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2019
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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