Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 10th
Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Gary Sicard (3rd Anniversary)
by his wife Kathy & family
Sunday, July 11th
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Mary Ann Guichard
by her cousins, Mary & Elena
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, July
8:00 AM

12th
Open Intention
by

Tuesday, July 13th
St. Henry
8:00 AM
Mary Babineau
by her niece
Wednesday, July 14th
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, July 15th
St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, July 16th
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
NO MASS
Saturday, July 17th
Vigil: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Agnes Clear (3rd Anniversary)
by her daughter Linda & Peter Allaire
Sunday, July 18th
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Jane Ide
by her sister Gail Ide
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
Renewal of Marriage Vows – 50 years!
Frank & Kathy Catalfamo
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
America & Family
by a Devotee

July 10 - 11, 2021
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"He instructed them to take nothing for the journey but a walking stick
– no food, no sack, no money in their belts.” (MARK 6:8) Imagine taking
nothing but a stick when you go on a trip. The Apostles must have really
trusted in God’s providential care. Think of all the material things “we
can’t live without” in today’s world. We make our life’s journey more
difficult because of all the material baggage that we drag along. Putting
God first in everything and putting our money and possessions second
gives us freedom because we don’t become “slaves” to wanting to
acquire more things.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6
Second Reading Ephesians 2:13-18
Gospel Mark 6:30-34

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The church office will be closed next week and will
re-open on Monday, July 19th
Farewell Reception for Deacon Juan Parra to be held after all
Masses next weekend, July 17-18th immediately after the Mass,
in the church hall. Please join us as we extend well wishes to
Deacon Juan, our summer seminarian intern, as he leaves us. He
will be leaving to visit his family and when he returns, he will be
entering his last year of the Seminary in Baltimore, MD as finishes
his formation, and prepares for his priestly ordination in June
2022. Light refreshments will be served. Please continue to keep
Deacon Juan in your prayers.
Fr. Juan Away – Beginning on Sunday evening, July 18th I will be
away and returning to Colombia for time with my family. I will
return on Friday evening, August 6th. During my absence there
will be visiting priests for the weekend Masses however, there will
be no weekday morning Masses. There are weekday morning
Masses offered at several area churches including:
8:00 – St. Joseph; 7:00 & 8:00 – St. Bernard; 7:30 St. Anna; 6:30
– St. Cecilia. I invite you to attend one of these in my absence.
Mass Intention Book for July – December 2021 is now open. You
may now call to book a Mass. Please remember that the office is
closed on Thursday & Friday’s, and we have begun summer hours
of 9-1 Monday – Wednesday. Important: each person may book
a total of four (4) weekend Masses for the entire year – not just
July through December – regardless of for whom you are booking
them. Phone requests will be accepted beginning Monday, June
21st
Summer Office Hours are in Effect:
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.

Please pray for the soul of
Joseph Altieri
May God grant his family comfort & peace.

Dear Friends,
This week’s Gospel and the one for next week describe how Jesus sent the disciples to minister in his name and
the disciples’ return to Jesus afterward. These two passages, however, are not presented together in Mark’s Gospel.
Inserted between the two is the report of Herod’s fears that Jesus is John the Baptist back from the dead. In Mark’s
Gospel, Jesus’ ministry is presented in connection with the teaching of John the Baptist. Jesus’ public ministry begins
after John is arrested. John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, who preached the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God.
While we do not read these details about John the Baptist in our Gospel this week or next week, our Lectionary
sequence stays consistent with Mark’s theme. Recall that last week we heard how Jesus was rejected in his hometown
of Nazareth. The insertion of the reminder about John the Baptist’s ministry and his death at the hands of Herod in
Mark’s Gospel makes a similar point. Mark reminds his readers about this dangerous context for Jesus’ ministry and
that of his disciples. Preaching repentance and the Kingdom of God is dangerous business for Jesus and for his disciples.
Mark wants his readers to remember that we, too, may find resistance as we choose to be disciples of Jesus.
Mark’s Gospel tells us that Jesus sent out the Twelve. These twelve were selected from among Jesus’ disciples
and named by Mark in chapter 3. Mark notes that these twelve are also called “apostles.” The word apostle means “one
who is sent.” The number twelve is also a symbolic number, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. By naming twelve
apostles, Jesus shows his mission to be in continuity with the mission of God’s people, Israel.
Jesus’ instructions to the apostles are very specific. He repeats the mission that they are sent to preach and to
share his authority to heal and to drive out demons. Jesus sends them in pairs, establishing his mission as a communal
endeavor. Jesus also instructs them to travel lightly, without the customary food, money, and extra set of clothes. These
instructions mean that the Twelve will be dependent on the hospitality of others, just as Jesus depended on others to
provide for his needs.
Jesus continues to send us into the world as his disciples. But like the first disciples, we are not sent alone. Jesus
has given us the community of the Church, which strengthens our life of discipleship. The Christian message can only
authentically be proclaimed in and through the community of faith that is the Church. In our work with others, we build
this community of faith and can invite others to share in it.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Partners Appeal Nearing an End If you have
given in past years but have not done so this
year, won’t you consider donating any amount
to this 2021 Appeal? To date we have
received $21,415 or 45% of our $47, 500 goal. I am truly
grateful for all who have already contributed! If you took an
envelope home, send it directly to Worcester. Please do what
you can. CHECKS should be made out to Partners in Charity.
Thank you.
Upcoming Cursillo Weekends - “Behold, I stand at the door and
knock…” It’s time to learn more about your Faith. It’s time to
experience what our religion can do for you. Jesus is waiting for
you, personally. Cursillo weekends are a wonderful, fun way to
give you a start on this journey. Two weekends are being offered
in 2021. A women’s weekend running from October 14-17;
and a men’s weekend running from November 11-14. Go to
www.fourthday.org and download an application today or call
Pam Hamilton @ 774-239-8909 for more information. You will
be glad you did!

134th Annual Novena to Saint Anne - Celebrating The First World
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on July 18 – 26: 5:30 pm
Confessions at St. Anne Church. 6:30 pm. Rosary Procession
from the Generations Statue in front of the Gift Shop; 7 pm
Novena Mass in the Outdoor Pavilion. On the Feast of Ss. Anne
and Joachim. Monday July 26 - Healing Mass at 11 am in the
Pavilion
and
Closing
Liturgy
at
7
pm.
Visit
stannestpatrickparish.com for more information.
Summer greetings from 1230AM, 970AM & 101.1FM
Emmanuel Radio! God knows you deserve a summer vacation
this year, but God also knows you should not take a vacation
from Him. Help bring the Mass, Holy Rosary and Catholic
programs to you and others in need of His word this summer.
Donate at (508) 767-1230; online www.1230radio/com; or
mail Emmanuel Radio, P.O. Box 20027, Worcester, MA 01602
& we will send you the book “Do Something Beautiful for God:
The Essential Teachings of Mother Teresa”. (Min. $40. Gift) It is
a great summer read! Thanks, from Emmanuel Radio - Truth for
Life.
Please remember St. Anthony Parish
when considering a monetary
donation in memory of a loved one.
Please make checks payable to St.
Anthony Church and include “IMO” in
the note area. We will acknowledge
your gift and notify the family of your
donations. Thank you.

