Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
978-342-4706
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, July 9th
Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
The Cormier & DiPrima Families
by Josie Cormier
Sunday, July 10th
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Linda (Thibodeau) Wegenka
by Patty Vacca-Martin
10:30 AM
Teresa Hernandez
by Irene Rojas
12:30 PM

Parishioners

Monday, July 11th
St. Benedict, Abbot
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Tuesday, July 12th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, July 13th
St. Henry
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, July 14th
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, July 15th
St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, July 16th
Vigil: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Jeanne Horton (1st Anniversary)
by Mary Fleming & Family
Agnes Clear (4th Anniversary)
by Peter & Linda Allaire
Sunday, July 17th
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
MaryAnn Guichard
by cousins Mary & Elena
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
Fr. Bob Bruso
by a Friend

July 9 – 10, 2022
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” (Luke 10:37) This was Jesus’
command at the end of the Good Samaritan story. Did you know that
the Samaritans and Jews despised each other? The moral of the story
is to love our neighbor. That means loving someone you may not know,
or someone that looks different than you, or someone that has different
beliefs than you, or someone that you don’t like. All without expecting
anything in return.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Genesis 18:1-10a
Second Reading Corinthians 1:24-28
Gospel Luke 10:38-42

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Summer Office Hours in Effect:
Monday – Wednesday from 9-1. The office remains closed on
Thursday & Friday.
Fr. Juan will be away beginning Monday, July 11th thru Thursday,
July 28th. During Father’s absence, there will be no weekday
morning Masses. Weekend Masses will remain the same with a
visiting priest celebrating. Please keep Fr. Juan in your prayers
during his time away.
To All Parishioners & Visitors – We kindly ask that you do not
leave pamphlets, brochures, flyers, prayer cards, books or other
items at the entrances of the church, or on the bulletin boards
without Fr. Juan’s prior approval. We have limited space and
strive to keep the entrances looking clean. Thank you!
Weekly Envelopes – Do you currently receive weekly envelopes
for your church donations but don’t use them? Perhaps you put
loose cash in the collection baskets? While we are happy to
accept your donation in any form and appreciate it, we currently
send out envelopes to 325 families each month but on average
we receive up to 95 weekly returns. This is not very cost effective.
We ask that you please use your envelopes or contact us to
discontinue sending them to you. Thank you.

Please consider St. Anthony Parish when
making a monetary donation in memory
of a loved one. Checks can be made
payable to St. Anthony Church and
include “IMO” in the note area. We will
acknowledge your gift and notify the
family of your donations. Thank you.
Food for Thought:
“God walks into your soul with silent step. God comes to you more
than you go to Him. Never will his coming be what you expect,
and yet never will it disappoint. The more you respond to his
gentle pressure, the greater will be your freedom.”
-Fulton Sheen

Dear Friends,
As Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem, he is confronted by a scholar of the law who wants to test him. In
the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Jesus is asked about the greatest commandment. Here, in Luke's Gospel, the lawyer
asks what we must do to inherit eternal life.
“What is written in the law?” The man is caught and responds with Deuteronomy 6:5. This verse is one of the
most important prayers in Judaism, and it was said twice a day in Jesus' time. Love of God and love of neighbor are
what is required for eternal life. Jesus' response is simple, “Do this and you will live.”
Having been shown up by Jesus, the lawyer tries another question: Who is my neighbor whom I must love like
myself? In the society of Jesus' time, with its distinctions between Jews and Gentiles, men and women, clean and
unclean, this was a trick question. Jesus responds with one of the most beautiful of all the parables, the Good
Samaritan. It is found only in Luke's Gospel.
The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends 3,300 feet in just 17 miles. Its narrow passes and rocky terrain
made it an easy place for bandits to wait for travelers. The traveler in this parable is identified only as “a certain man.”
Luke uses this phrase in many of his parables so that the audience, Jew or Gentile, could identify with the man. After
the attack, the man is left for dead, naked, and bleeding on the side of the road. A priest comes along, but rather than
helping, as one might expect, he moves to the other side of the road. Another religious person comes along, a Levite
who assists in the Temple. His reaction is the same as the priest. Both of them choose to not even find out if the man is
alive. A third person comes along. The listeners would probably expect him to be an Israelite. This would make the
parable a criticism of the religious leaders. Instead, he is a Samaritan, an Israelite's most hated neighbor. Samaritans
were descendants of Jews from the northern part of the country, who had intermarried with Gentiles and did not
worship in Jerusalem. The Samaritan not only goes over to the injured man but cleans his wounds, puts him on his
own animal, takes him to an inn to recover, and promises to pay all his expenses. The hated enemy is the
compassionate neighbor in this parable.
Jesus has demolished all boundary expectations. It is not social definitions such as class, religion, gender, or
ethnicity that determine who is our neighbor. A neighbor is a person who acts with compassion toward another. The
point becomes not who deserves to be loved as I love myself, but that I become a person who treats everyone with
compassion.
When Jesus asks the lawyer who was the neighbor in the story, the lawyer can't bring himself to say it was the
Samaritan. All he says is that it was “the one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus' response was similar to that of the
first discussion: “Go and do likewise.” The lawyer, and we, know what is right. The key is to do it.
Blessings,
Fr Juan
Personal Hygiene Collection for Catholic Charities is Ongoing.
Please bring one or two items and place them in the collection
bins at the entrances of the church. Suggested Items Needed:
Shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, soap, body wash, small
packs of tissues, deodorant (men & woman’s), toothpaste,
toothbrushes, mouthwash, hand sanitizer, lotion, toilet paper,
diapers, baby wash, baby lotion.
Food Pantry Collection for St. Francis is ongoing. Please bring
any nonperishable items when you can. If this is something that
you have never done before, please strongly consider it. Even
one or two items a month makes a huge difference to the
people the pantry serves. The collection bin is located at the
entrance of the church. The St Francis Food Pantry is open
every week to the public so there is always much needed.
The Mass Intention Book is now open
for the months of July – December
2022. You may call your requests in. It
is not necessary for you to come to the office. Reminder: The
office is closed on Thursday and Friday.

The Office of Healing and Prevention Would Like to Remind you
of the Procedures for Reporting Sexual Misconduct - If you are
aware of an incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious,
lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to
report the matter to the Diocese of Worcester. The report can
be made by phone, Judith Audette, Victim Service Coordinator,
(508) 929-4363 (confidential line 508-726-2880) or email
jaudette@worcesterdiocese.org or in writing, and sent to Office
for Healing and Prevention, 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA
01609.

In Case you Missed it…
Josie Cormier turned 100 on July 8th!
If you’d like to send Josie a card or note you can send it to 76
Old Academy Street, Townhouse #102, Fairfax, VT 05454. She
would be so happy to hear from you!

Brandon

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director

Funeral Home

(978) 343-4444

Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kimberly Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
professional graphic design, web design and commercial printing

OVER 40 YEARS experience in the print industry
kmorse@designsinprint.com

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

Contemporary
Design & Construction, Inc.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

381 SUMMER STREET
FITCHBURG, MA 01420

(978) 342-3029

Computer Aided Landscape Design
Installation • Hardscape
www.contemporarydesignandconstruction.com

DAVID BROOKS
President

Cell: 978-815-4121

davebrooks@contemporarydc.com

800.640.1166 • rollstonebank.com
Member FDIC • Member DIF

718 Main St., Ste. 304
Fitchburg, MA 01420
T: 978-829-1801

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Consider joining the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Bob Bruso Council # 15962
If you are a Catholic man interested in
fellowship and being of service, come
check us out!

Please contact Dave Poles at davidpoles137@
yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.

St. Anthony of Padua Parish
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www.fitchburgma.gov
sdinatale@fitchburgma.gov

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2021

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

facebook.com/fitchburgkofc

www.sarasinirrigation.com

“Do Unto Others…”

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Luke 6:31

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Matthew 6:10

ISABELLE & ANDERSON
FUNERAL HOME

Brian T. Anderson
Michael Masciarelli
Joshua D. Hunt

316 Clarendon Street, Fitchburg

www.andersonfuneral.com

.

978.343.4407

Expanded Parking
Also Serving You
in Townsend
& Ayer
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