Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 6th
Vigil: The Epiphany of The Lord
4:00 PM
Robert A. Duval
by his wife Sally & family
Sunday, January 7th
The Epiphany of The Lord
8:00 AM
Jennie Haggerty
by the Bailey family
10:30 AM
Anna Zaccheo
by her dear cousin Anna Femino
Monday, January 8th
Baptism of The Lord
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Tuesday, January 9th
7:00 AM
Open Intention
Wednesday, January 10th
7:00 AM
Parishioners Living & Deceased
6:00 PM

Spanish Community Mass

Thursday, January 11th
7:00 AM
Sister Rose Clarisse
by Jo
Friday, January 12th
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, January 13th
Vigil: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Thomas R. Walsh & Leo J. Roux (birthday)
by their children
Sunday, January 14th
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Dominic Bizzotto
by his wife Edna & family
10:30 AM

Deceased of the Francesco
& Maria Marabello Family
by their children

Please pray for the soul of
Frances Mercadante
who died this past week.
May God grant her family peace.

January 6-7, 2018
The Epiphany of The Lord
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
Gospel John 1:35-42

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
REMINDER: Ministry schedule requests are due this Monday,
January 8th for those who would like their availability noted on the
next schedule, which will be out before the end of January. For
questions please contact Diane Macchio directly at
dmmacchio@me.com or the church office.

You’re Invited!
Parish Open House
Sunday, January 7, 2018
Drop in any time between 11:30 - 2pm
Please plan to stop by the rectory for the Annual
Parish Open House for all parishioners and their
families. There will be great food, even better
company and a chance to relax after the busy
Christmas holiday. Join Father Juan as he welcomes
all of you!
Attention Parishioners:
Father Juan will be away on vacation from Monday, January 15th
through Friday, January 26th. In Father’s absence there will be no
weekday Masses. Please plan accordingly for your morning
Masses. Weekend Mases, Saturday & Sunday, will be celebrated
as usual. The office will be open for regularly scheduled hours.
CORI Updates – The Parish is in the process of doing a CORI
update for ALL volunteers to the parish. If you have not already
been approached, please contact the office if you volunteer on a
regular basis in any capacity for the parish including but not
limited to, all liturgical roles, boards, seasonal help such as the
golf tournament or St. Anthony Festa, hospitality, money counter,
general office or church help. We need to have a CORI on file with
the diocese for each and every member that is 16+ years or
older. Please call or stop by the office for questions or to obtain
a form. A copy of a valid driver’s license (front & back) or other
government issued I.D. is required with the paperwork. Thank
you.

Snow Policy – Beginning immediately, for weekday Masses,
(Monday – Thursday) if Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or
delayed there will be NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep
all our parishioners safe and off the roads. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
There is something special about the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. We are reminded on this day as we
celebrate this solemnity within the context of the divine liturgy that the Son of God came for all people, Jew and Gentile
alike. His saving love is available to everyone, everywhere, in whatever state of life they may find themselves. There is no
one outside of God's thirst for love.
The first sentence of this Sunday's gospel presents us with a contrast between three figures: Jesus, Herod the Great,
and the magi who search the night for the focal point of a star's light, the newborn king of the Jews. Herod stands in
between, not as a bridge but as an obstruction whose evil intent is to destroy the Child the magi seek. Herod represents the
opposite of the divine mission of Jesus as well as the goal the magi have in mind in seeking out the Son of God made man.
In comparing and contrasting these three figures, we can learn an important lesson about how to live our life.
Let's begin with Jesus. What was he about? Why did the Son of God appear in time? Why did the Son of God become
man? The answer s simple, the Word became flesh out of boundless love for humanity, that we may have life and have it
abundantly (John 10:10).
Herod, on the other hand, displayed by his actions something of an entirely different sort. When we think of Herod,
we think of tyrants who left terrifying scars on human history such as Stalin, Hitler, Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung), and Ivan IV
"the Terrible," to name only a few. Herod was disturbed by the "star" the magi followed because it recalled Old Testament
prophecy about the Messiah. Herod's fear was the loss of his power. That a newborn king had been born was an intolerable
threat. With typical worldly maneuvering, Herod seeks to stamp out Jesus and thus yet again secure his political position. As
we know, he ordered the death of the Holy Innocents in an attempt to rid himself of this perceived threat. However, Jesus
was not the least interested in temporal thrones, worldly power or amassing perishable riches. He wishes not to take
anything from Herod. On the contrary, Jesus wants to give something to Herod, something Herod cannot possibly win in
any political power play. Jesus came to give himself and therefore his kingdom to others. But this is a type of kingdom
Herod apparently could not understand. This kingdom is not of the world. It cannot be taken by force, coercion or political
intrigue.
The magi were likely astrologers from Persia who were interested in an extraordinary "star" that appeared shining over the
location of the infant king of the Jews. However, it was not merely the "star" that caught their eye. For Someone had first
caught their hearts.
Herod is looking for the wrong things, searching in the wrong places, destroying to shore-up his political position,
conspiring to annihilate perceived opponents. But the magi take the humble, submissive and wise approach. They seek
what is right and true and beautiful. They journey in search of the good, the wondrous, the ultimate. They head out into the
dangerous night, risking their lives in search of Divine Light.
It's important to ask ourselves, "What type of journey am I on?" Who or what do I pursue? What am I willing to leave
behind, what am I willing to risk to find God? Am I surveying the night sky to gain power, or to survive in a fallen world, or
to live forever in eternal communion with God, held securely in his loving embrace?
Perhaps you once sought but no longer. Perhaps the evanescent lure of the world has deflected you from the journey of
illumination in Christ, and forced you off course by your own consent toward the path of darkness. Perhaps your vision has
become clouded. If so, turn to the Newborn King, whose vision heals and clarifies and restores; turn to Christ whose love
heals and gives sight to the blind, bringing light to those who before could not see.
An encounter with the true King of the Jews changes us forever. We might travel back to our country, but it's no
longer the familiar home. We might again inhabit old places, but we no longer truly live there. Perhaps we go back to work,
to school or to college, but we are different; things are different. The old self is left behind, the new self journeys onward
into the new night devoid of darkness. The illumination of the Star guides our every step and movement; the way is no
longer uncertain; we are no longer alone. Life is new. We have found an unwavering and certain security in the Light who is
Jesus Christ and the Star who infinitely loves.
Happy Feast of the Epiphany!
Fr. Juan
Trip to Italy Planned! Msgr. Doran in collaboration with Collette
Vacations is sponsoring a trip to Sicily and Southern Italy from
September 10-21, 2018. Highlights include Palermo,
Agaigento, Mt. Etna Park, Sorrento, the Amalfi Coast, and many
UNESCO sites. Cost is $4,349 (p.p.d.o.) or $4,849 for single
rooms. Price includes airfare, hotels and most meals. A
presentation will be made at St. Leo Parish Center, 120 Main
St., Leominster, on Thursday, January 18, 2018 at 7pm. All are

invited, no commitment. For information or a brochure, contact
Msgr. Doran at 978-808-5786.
St. Boniface, Lunenburg Knights of Columbus is hosting a
Cribbage Tournament on Sunday, January 28, from 1 - 5pm in
the St. Boniface Parish Hall, 817 Mass Ave., Lunenburg. $10
entry fee, double elimination. Prizes for 1st & 2nd place. For
information contact Thomas at 978-430-7600 or
kofc16480@gmail.com
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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