Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 30th
Vigil: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Sadie Ellia
by her sister Josie Cormier
Andrea (Vacca) Brown (1st Anniversary)
by her sister Patty Vacca-Martin
Sunday, January 31st
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira family
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, February 1st
8:00 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
Tuesday, February 2nd
The Presentation of the Lord
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, February 3rd
St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr, St. Ansgar, Bishop
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, February 4th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, February 5th
St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr
NO MASS
Saturday, February 6th
Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Phillip Johnnen
by his wife Brenda
Mary Patient
by her family
Sunday, February 7th
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Jerry & Terry Capne
by their son Michael & family
Elaine & Anna Celona
by Frank Celona
10:30 AM
John & Jack Jerszyk
by their family
Health for Teresa Hernandez
by Irene Rojas
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Bruno Bizzotto
by a friend

January 30 - 31, 2021
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Brothers and sisters: I should like you to be free of anxieties.” (1
Corinthians 7:32) How much anxiety do we bring upon ourselves by
constantly worrying about not having enough or attaining more
things? God won’t necessarily give you everything you want, but He will
provide everything you need. Try this – use the word “pray” instead of
the word “worry” in the future. Then pray for things instead of worrying
about them.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Job 7:1-4, 6-7
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-19; 22-23
Gospel Mark 1:29-39

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Drive-up Communion to be held this Sunday, January 31st from
11:30 to noon and the LAST Sunday of each month until further
notice. If you or someone you know has not felt comfortable
attending Mass and you would like to receive, please “drive-by”
the church parking lot next to the Rectory on Sunday!
Collection for Priests' Retirement. - This year on Ash Wednesday,
February 17th, the parishes of our diocese will begin an annual
collection to support the retirement needs of our diocesan
priests. In 2019 a committee appointed by Bishop McManus
examined the suitability and sustainability of retirement benefits
for our retired diocesan priests. The annual health insurance and
housing costs along with monthly stipends for our retired priests
have recently been running from $2.2 - $2.6 million. Even with
revenue from Celebrate Priesthood, Partners in Charity, the
Legacy of Hope Capital Campaign, the endowments from the
Forward in Faith Capital Campaign, parish assessments, and
other restricted funds and donations, the costs of caring for our
50+ retired priests exceeds our revenue, in 2020 by $266,810.
After reviewing the committee’s report and receiving input from
the priests of our diocese, Bishop McManus is instituting an
annual Ash Wednesday Collection for Priest Retirement as one
part of the diocese’s renewed efforts to care for our retired
priests. Please consider a donation to the Ash Wednesday
Collection to support those who have given their lives in service
to the people of the Diocese of Worcester. Review the
Retirement Report Summary found on the Diocesan Website to
learn more. Thank you.

Please pray for the souls of
Bruno Bizzotto,
Sadie Ellia
&
Richard (Dick) Hautala
May God grant their families peace.

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel continues our reading from Mark and describes what some believe was likely to have been a
typical day in Jesus’ ministry. Jesus and the disciples that chose to follow him in last week’s Gospel arrive at
Capernaum, a small village on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus teaches in the synagogue on the Sabbath. Mark reports that the
people respond to Jesus’ teaching with astonishment, noting Jesus’ authority and contrasting it with the scribes’. Early
in Mark’s Gospel we already find evidence of the tension that will manifest itself fully in Jerusalem.
After Jesus’ preaching, and even more astonishing thing happens. A man possessed with an unclean spirit calls
out to Jesus. As we see in this example and throughout Mark’s Gospel, the spirits and demons seem to know Jesus and
are often fearful of him. In fact, they seem to understand Jesus’ identity better than his disciples. As we will read again
and again in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus orders the spirit to be quiet and drives the unclean spirit out of the man. Jesus’
ability to heal those possessed by demons is an indication of his power over evil.
In the prescientific age of Jesus’ time, all illnesses were understood to be manifestations of evil and sinfulness.
Our modern understanding of illness is very different. Possession by unclean spirits may have been a way to describe
what we might call mental illness today. It may have even been a way of describing certain kinds of physical
conditions. There is evidence that there were many kinds of exorcists and healers in first-century Palestine. Jesus
appears to be like these healers, but he heals with unique authority and connects his healing activities with the words
of his preaching.
We are missing the point that Mark is trying to make in this Gospel, however, if we try to explain away the
healing work of Jesus. The crowds see in Jesus’ cure of the possessed man further affirmation of his authority. Jesus’
power to heal gives greater credence to his teaching. Jesus impresses the crowds through his words, which are
manifested with power in his deeds. Mark’s Gospel tells us that because of the authority with which he healed, Jesus’
fame spread throughout all of Galilee.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
St. Anthony Shrine Candle Reminder: Did you know we have
candles available for you at our St. Anthony Shrines? If you have
special intentions or remembrances of someone dear to you,
we offer St. Anthony candles. Our outside shrine candle(s) is
$5- and is a private intention, not in the bulletin. Our single
candle inside the church, in front of St. Anthony statue, is $10
and the intention is printed in the bulletin. It is lit weekly on a
rotating basis as space is available. Please do not request
specific dates as this is not intended to be used in the place of
our Mass Intentions. Candles outside will be lit the day the
request is made, the inside candle will be lit in the order the
requests are made. Both of these candles burn for 7 days.
Please call the office to place your request.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a
Tax Contribution Statement for your 2020 yearly
giving, please call or email the office. These
statements will only be sent out upon request.
We have begun sending statements out.

Time to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
Your payment for the Catholic Free Press can be turned in
anytime between now and February 28th. - The subscription
price is $39 per year – that’s only .75 per week! Please
consider submitting a new subscription or renewing your
current one. Stay informed on what is important in your diocese
and around the world. You should have received a Catholic Free
Press envelope in your bi-monthly giving packets. If you did not,
simply put your $39 check with CFP marked in the memo area,
into a plain envelope and place it in the collection basket. Thank
you.
Lenten Adult Faith Formation on Zoom or In Person – St. Mary
Parish, Uxbridge will offer "The Search," an innovative video
series from Augustine Institute which tackles the key questions
of the human heart. Multi-disciplinary experts will address such
issues as life and death, sorrow and happiness, science and
faith, and the meaning and purpose of life. Whether you are a
seeker, tepid in your faith or completely engaged, you will find
this series enlightening. It will take place on Monday nights,
February 15 through March 29, from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. There
will be an in-person class at the parish and a Zoom class
running at the same time. There is no cost for the class, but
there is an optional workbook available for $10. Masks are
required and social distancing will be observed for the in-person
session. St. Mary Parish is located at 77 Mendon St. in
Uxbridge. For more information or to register for The Search,
please email: thesearch@stmaryuxbridge.org. or visit
stmaryuxbridge.org.

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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