Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 25th
Vigil: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
John Pacetti, Jr. (6th Anniversary)
by Ann Pacetti & family
Sr. Janet Badagliacca & Nancy Ray
by their families
Sunday, January 26th
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Deceases of Frank & Kathy Catalsamo Family
By Don & Annemarie Roleau
10:30 AM
Antoinette Zirpolo (Month’s Mind)
by Jack & Linda Kinsey
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, January 27th
St. Angela Merici, Virgin & Religious Founder
8:00 AM
Bob Babeau
by John & Charleen Raymond
Tuesday, January 28th
St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, January 29th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, January 30th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, January 31st
St. John Bosco, Priest
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, February 1st
Vigil: Presentation of the Lord
4:00 PM
Hugh Borg
by the Isabelle family
Sunday, February 2nd
Presentation of the Lord
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Antoinette Zirpolo (Month’s Mind)
by Jack & Linda Kinsey
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

January 25 - 26, 2020
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father
and followed Him.” (Matthew 4:22) Just as Jesus called the first
apostles, He calls each of us to follow Him, too. Not everyone is called to
leave their business or family behind, but we are expected to put God
first in everything. Everything from our time in daily prayer, our talent in
participating in one of our parish ministries, and our treasure to support
the financial needs of our parish mission.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Malachi 3:1-4
Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-18
Gospel Luke 2:24-40

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Building & Maintenance Collection to be taken up as a second
collection at all Masse next weekend. Thank you for your
continued support!
Feast of St. Blaise – Next weekend, immediately following the
Mass, will be the blessing of throats for the Feast of St. Blaise.
All Mass Ministers: The new Ministry Schedule has been sent out.
If you did not receive one or want a paper copy, please pick one
up from the sacristy (in the folder behind the door). Thank you.
Time to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
Your payment for the Catholic Free Press can be turned in
anytime between now and February 21st. - The subscription price
is $39 per year – that’s only .75 per week! Please consider
submitting a new subscription or renewing your current one. Stay
informed on what is important in your diocese and around the
world. You should have received a Catholic Free Press envelope
in your bi-monthly giving packets. Thank you.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax Contribution
Statement for your 2019 yearly giving, please call or email the
office. These statements will only be sent out upon request. We
will begin sending out statements this coming week. Please
remember that all donations are credited to your name the date
they are received here in the church office regardless of what
date is on your giving envelope. Thank you.
St. Anthony Shrine Candle Reminder: Did you know we have
candles available for you at our St. Anthony Shrines? If you have
special intentions or remembrances of someone dear to you, we
offer St. Anthony candles. Our outside shrine candle(s) is $5- and
is a private intention, not in the bulletin. Our single candle inside
the church, in front of St. Anthony statue, is $10 and the intention
is printed in the bulletin. It is lit weekly on a rotating basis as
space is available. Please do not request specific dates as this is
not intended to be used in the place of our Mass Intentions.
Candles outside will be lit the day the request is made and the
candle inside will be lit in the order the requests are made. Both
of these candles burn for 7 days. Please call or stop by the office
to place your request.
If you do not see the St. Anthony candle to the right of the altar
lit, no request was made for the week.

Dear Friends,
Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke (called the Synoptic Gospels), Jesus’ public ministry begins after his baptism by John the Baptist
and after his retreat to the desert where he was tempted by the devil. When Jesus returns from the desert,
he hears that John has been arrested.
The first part of today’s Gospel places Jesus’ ministry in the context of the writings of the prophet,
Isaiah. Matthew wants to show that Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophecies given to the people of Israel,
and he refers to Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says that the Messiah will begin his ministry in Galilee, the land of the
Gentiles. When Jesus begins to preach in Galilee, Matthew points to his ministry as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecy, proof that Jesus is the Messiah.
When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel tells us that the fishermen (Peter and Andrew, James
and John) dropped everything to follow Jesus immediately. Yet this Gospel tells us little about the prior
experience that the fishermen had of Jesus. Did they know him? Had they heard him preach? What kind of
person must Jesus have been to invoke such a response? We can imagine that Jesus was a powerful presence
to elicit a response as immediate and complete as these first disciples gave.
The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry that Jesus begins in Galilee. Jesus inaugurates
the Kingdom of God with his work. He teaches in the synagogue and preaches the kingdom. His ability to
cure people’s diseases and illness is a sign of the kingdom. In Jesus’ ministry, we already begin to see the
Kingdom of God among us.
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - We
ask that you continue to contribute to the good
works of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as
Catholic Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries
Pantry. Our Parish will continue to support these
ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
These donations are picked up once a week on Monday’s or as
needed. Many individuals and families rely on your donations.
Please help those in need right in our own community.
St. Boniface, Lunenburg Knights of Columbus is hosting a
Cribbage Tournament on Sunday, January 26, beginning at
1:pm in the St. Boniface Parish Hall, 817 Mass Ave., Lunenburg.
$10 entry fee, each player will play 5 games. Prizes for 1st place
is $100, 2nd place.is $50. Registration is required. For
information contact Thomas at 978-430-7600 or
kofc16480@gmail.com
Worcester Diocese Tax Information - Please note that Tax
letters will be mailed on Wednesday, January 22 to all donors
who gave to Partners in Charity 2019, Legacy of Hope and to
Celebrate Priesthood 2019. This includes all gifts and
payments received between January 1, 2019-December 31,
2019. Our tax letter reflects what was actually received in the
2019 calendar year. This is not to be confused with a pledge
gift amount, which may overlap two calendar years. All gifts over
$250.00 will receive a tax statement listing individual
contributions within that calendar year. If you do not receive a
letter (tax statement) and would like one, please contact the
diocese directly at 508-929-4368.
Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday) if
Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there will be
NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our parishioners
safe and off the roads. Thank you.

Diocesan Collection for Home Mission Appeal to take place at
all Masses next weekend, February 1-2.
Many dioceses here in the United States face challenges due to
priest shortages, lack of funds, remote geography, or
impoverished parishes. The Catholic Home Missions Appeal
supports these dioceses that struggle to make ends meet and
to serve the many needs of their parishioners. Basic pastoral
services include Mass and the other sacraments, religious
education, and ministry training for priests, deacons, religious
sisters, and lay people. Right now, over 40% of dioceses are
considered home mission. Thanks to your generosity, these
dioceses were assisted with nearly $10 million in assistance in
2019.
Valentine Dinner in Westminster - A Valentine Dinner will be
held on Saturday, Feb. 1 from 5 to 7 pm at St. Edward the
Confessor Church Hall, 10 Church St., Westminster. Menu:
Peach glazed chicken, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy,
carrots, peas, soup, cranberry sauce, rolls and dessert. Cost of
the dinner is $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child under 12 and
children under 6 eat free. Tickets are available at the door. For
information, please call Wendy Provencial at 978-874-0767.

SAVE THE DATE Music Trivia Night - Hosted
by the Social Committee of Our Lady of the
Lake. DJ: John Doherty on Friday, February
28th from 7:30 to 10:00PM

