Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 16th
Vigil: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Mark Fanelli
by his mother Gina & sisters Kathryn,
Margaret, Mary and Rachel
Sunday, January 17th
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
America & Family
by a Devotee
10:30 AM
Joseph Raimo (1st Anniversary)
by his wife Mary
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, January 18th
Dr Martin Luther King, Jr.
8:00 AM
NO MASS
by
Tuesday, January 19th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
by
Wednesday, January 20th
St. Fabian, Pope & Martyr, St. Sebastian, Martyr
8:00 AM
NO MASS
by
Thursday, January 21st
St. Agnes, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 AM
NO MASS
by
Friday, January 22nd
NO MASS
Saturday, January 23rd
Vigil: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Nancy Ray & Sister Janet Badagliacca
by their family
Mario Zarrella (Month’s Mind)
by his wife Grace & children
Sunday, January 24th
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Joseph M. & Rose G. Secino
by the Ernest Secino Trust
10:30 AM
Wilfrido Macias (37th Anniversary)
by his daughter Irene Rojas
12:30 PM
Parishioners

January 16 - 17, 2021
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, ‘What are
you looking for?’” (John 1:38) What are you looking for? Are you wasting
your time looking for the material comforts of the world? Or, is your heart
longing for something deeper that can only be found by spending time
with God? Take time, each day, in silence and ask the Lord what it is
that He wants you to do.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading John 3:1-5, 10
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Gospel Mark 1:14-20

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
The office will be closed on Monday for the Martin Luther King,
Jr. holiday. It will re-open on Tuesday, however, we are asking that
you refrain from coming to the office unless it is necessary. With
the increase in the spread of COVID-19 we are trying to keep
contact to a minimum. Thank you.
Fr. Juan is Away. During Father’s absence, there will be no
weekday morning Masses. Weekend Masses will remain the
same with Fr. Richard Lewandowski celebrating. 4:00 PM
Saturday Mass will not be livestreamed while Father is away.
St. Anthony Shrine Candle Reminder: Did you know we have
candles available for you at our St. Anthony Shrines? If you have
special intentions or remembrances of someone dear to you, we
offer St. Anthony candles. Our outside shrine candle(s) is $5- and
is a private intention, not in the bulletin. Our single candle inside
the church, in front of St. Anthony statue, is $10 and the intention
is printed in the bulletin. It is lit weekly on a rotating basis as
space is available. Please do not request specific dates as this is
not intended to be used in the place of our Mass Intentions.
Candles outside will be lit the day the request is made, the inside
candle will be lit in the order the requests are made. Both of these
candles burn for 7 days. Please call the office to place your
request.
“A Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children” will
be held at Annunciation Parish in Holy Rosary Church, 135
Nichols St., Gardner on Friday, Jan.22. We will begin with Mass
at 9am followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
throughout the day and concluding with a Holy Hour at
7pm. Enter the church by the ramp door. Additional details at
AnnunciationGardner.org

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Please remember St. Anthony Parish when considering a
monetary donation in memory of a loved one. Please make
checks payable to St. Anthony Church and include “IMO” in the
note area. We will acknowledge your gift and notify the family of
your donations. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
Although the liturgical season of Ordinary Time begins this week, today’s reading continues with the
celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, which concludes the Christmas season. Today’s reading from the Gospel
according to John immediately follows John the Baptist's testimony about Jesus and his identification of Jesus as the
Lamb of God. Having been baptized by John, Jesus begins to gather followers. The first followers sought out Jesus
because of the testimony and witness of John the Baptist.
We are familiar with the title that John the Baptist uses for Jesus—the Lamb of God. We hear it weekly at the
fraction rite during Mass. For those who heard John the Baptist, however, this title recalled key themes from the Old
Testament. It alludes to the paschal lamb offered as a sacrifice when God freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the
event that is commemorated by the Jewish Passover celebration. The designation also recalls the prophet Isaiah’s
description of the suffering servant of Israel. In using this name for Jesus, John the Baptist predicts Jesus’ passion and
death and the new interpretation of Passover that will begin with Jesus’ Last Supper.
We learn in today’s reading how Jesus’ first followers were gathered. The first two, Andrew and another man,
were followers of John the Baptist. After hearing John’s testimony, they became followers of Jesus. During their time
with Jesus, the details of which are not specified, Andrew and the other follower came to believe that Jesus was the
Messiah. Andrew then brings his brother, Simon, to Jesus. Immediately, Jesus gave Simon a new name, calling
him Peter, which means “rock” in Greek. The renaming of Simon to Peter is reported in all four of the Gospels.
In the exchange between Andrew, the other disciple, and Jesus, we see an example of the usual pattern for
first-century Jewish rabbinical schools. Jews sought out rabbis and established themselves as disciples of a particular
rabbi. Jesus appears to have been unique in that he sought out individuals, inviting them to be his followers. In the
passage that follows, John’s Gospel tells us how Jesus took the initiative in calling Philip and Nathanael.
Jesus asks Andrew and the other disciple, “What are you looking for?” This is a telling question and one that
we might often ask of ourselves. John the Baptist testified to Jesus’ identity, the Lamb of God, using the framework of
the Old Testament. Andrew, Simon, and the other first disciples were looking for the Messiah, whom they also came to
know as the Son of God. What do we look for and what do we find in Jesus?
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
A New Year is Here! Did you know that you can set up church
donations for the coming year using our online
donation site? Our Weekly Collection as well as
Building & Maintenance and all diocesan
collections are listed there for you to decide if
and when you would like to donate. Once set
up, you can have peace of mind that you don’t have to
remember to write a check or drop off missed envelopes while
away from church. You can always change or stop a payment at
any time. If you haven’t tried it out yet, log on to our website
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net and from there follow the easy
prompts to see what it’s all about.
An alternative and even easier way to contribute is to set up
automatic checks to be sent from your local bank. Contact them
for easy set-up and their bill pay options. You could even use a
PayPal account to make weekly or monthly donations to St.
Anthony’s.
Electronic banking is easy, offers many options and helps us
greatly with financial planning. The ability to add your parish

donations as weekly or monthly automatic donations may be
right for you. This is just an option/suggestion for you. Think
about it… Of course, you can continue to use weekly envelopes,
the choice is yours!
Join the National Novena for Life - 9 Days for Life is a focused
period of prayer, penance, and pilgrimage set aside to mark the
tragic anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court
decision which legalized abortion during all nine months of
pregnancy. The novena will take place nationwide from January
21st through 29th. During this time, all are invited to participate
by joining together with thousands of Catholics across the
country in prayer for a new intention each of the nine days. Visit
www.9daysforlife.com to learn more and to download a free app
for your smartphone or to sign up for daily emails or text
messages with each day's prayer intention. Your prayers
matter! Your sacrifices make a difference!
The Office of Healing and Prevention Would Like to Remind you
of the Procedures for Reporting Sexual Misconduct - If you are
aware of an incident of sexual misconduct and the suspected
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminarian, religious,
lay minister, employee or volunteer, you are encouraged to
report the matter to the Diocese of Worcester. The report can
be made by phone, Judith Audette, Victim Service Coordinator,
(508) 929-4363 (confidential line 508-726-2880) or email
jaudette@worcesterdiocese.org or in writing, and sent to Office
for Healing and Prevention, 49 Elm Street, Worcester, MA
01609.
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(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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