Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Weekdays 9-3 (closed Fridays)
Summer Hours 9-12 (closed Fridays)

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Mark Carrier
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 13th
Vigil: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Thomas R. Walsh & Leo J. Roux (birthday)
by their children
Sunday, January 14th
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Dominic Bizzotto
by his wife Edna & family
10:30 AM
Deceased of the Francesco
& Maria Marabello Family
by their children
2nd Intention Janet M. Nault
by her husband Joseph & family
Monday, January 15th
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
7:00 AM
No Mass
Fr. Juan Away
Tuesday, January 16th
7:00 AM
No Mass
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, January 17th
7:00 AM
No Mass
Fr. Juan Away
6:00 PM
No Mass
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, January 18th
7:00 AM
No Mass
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, January 19th
7:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, January 20th
Vigil: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Nancy Ray (1st Anniversary)
by her mother & family
Sunday, January 21st
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Stella Pandiscio
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
10:30 AM
Carmella Berube (8th Anniversary)
by her husband Rene & family
12:30 PM
African Community Mass

Please pray for the soul of
Dominica Perla
who died this past week.
May God grant her family peace.

January 13-14, 2018
Second Sunday In Ordinary Time
“Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them,
‘What are you looking for?’” - John 1:38 What are you looking
for? Are you wasting your time looking for the material comforts
of the world? Or, is your heart longing for something deeper that
can only be found by spending time with God? Take time, each
day, in silence and ask the Lord what it is that He wants you to
do.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29-21
Gospel Mark 1:14-20

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Monday is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. The office will be
closed all day.
CORI Updates – The Parish is in the process of doing a CORI
update for ALL volunteers to the parish. If you have not
already been approached, please contact the office if you
volunteer on a regular basis in any capacity for the parish
including but not limited to, all liturgical roles, boards,
seasonal help such as the golf tournament or St. Anthony
Festa, hospitality, money counter, general office or church
help. We need to have a CORI on file with the diocese for
each and every member that is 16+ years or older. Please
call or stop by the office for questions or to obtain a form.
A copy of a valid driver’s license (front & back) or other
government issued I.D. is required with the paperwork.
Thank you.
Attention Parishioners:
Father Juan will be away on vacation from Monday, January
15th through Friday, January 26th. In Father’s absence there
will be no weekday Masses. Please plan accordingly for
your morning Masses. Weekend Mases, Saturday &
Sunday, will be celebrated as usual. The office will be open
for regularly scheduled hours.
To All Parishioners: If you or a family member are
hospitalized and would like to receive communion or the
Sacrament of the Sick please ask your nurse to make a
referral to pastoral care.

Snow Policy – For weekday Masses, (Monday – Thursday)
if Fitchburg Public Schools are cancelled or delayed there
will be NO Mass celebrated. This is done to keep all our
parishioners safe and off the roads. Thank you.

Dear Friends,
I want to begin today by talking about Caller ID and Voice mail. We all use both these advancements
in technology to see who is calling us and then decide whether to answer the call or send it to voice mail. I
might be overstating it to say that these are advancements in technology. I have a friend who never answers
his phone. Every call goes to voice mail. It drives me crazy! Actually, I’m not sure if he does this to all his calls
or just to mine. We all have caller ID and Voice Mail in our spiritual lives. All of us receive calls from the
Lord. Sometimes, like the disciples in the Gospel, we recognize the Lord’s call and follow Him. Sometimes,
we just send God’s call to voice mail. We might be afraid of what He is going to ask of us. He might demand
something more than we want to do or give. Maybe, we’d rather deal with Him later. Maybe if we ignore the
call enough, we won’t have to deal with it at all. And that is the sad truth of our reaction to God’s call. If we
don’t respond like Samuel in today’s first reading, “Speak Lord, your servant is listening,” we might miss our
opportunity to do His will. Maybe the Lord wants us to lead someone who is estranged from Him closer to
Him with our kindness. Maybe the Lord is calling us to enter into the path of life where we can best serve
Him. God’s calls have an impact both on our lives as well as on the lives of other people, even people we might
not know.
This Sunday is the perfect time to discuss the call of God that we receive in our lives, our
vocation. Usually, when we hear the concept of vocation we think of those who are called to become priests
or to enter religious life as sisters or brothers. These are certainly vocations from God, but they are not the
only call that God gives. Many of you are married or are hoping to be married someday. How do you view
marriage? If it is just a romantic matter legalized by the state and celebrated in a Church, then you are missing
an essential part of the sacrament of marriage. Marriage is a vocation, a call from God to greatness by
embracing a life of sacrificial love. If you are married, you need to pray to God that you will be a good Catholic
wife or husband, concerned with giving love. Husbands and wives also need to pray for each other. In
marriage, it takes two of you to push the receive button on the phone and answer God’s call.
Sometimes we miss God’s call because we allow ourselves to become too busy to answer it. We get so
busy in the things that we are doing that we forget why we are doing them. God calls us, but we send his call
to voice mail. “We’ll get back to him later when we have more time,” we say. Only, later may never come.
What is your calling? What is my calling? The general answer to those questions is simple: we are
called to know, love and serve God. But how? How are each of us called to serve God? The particular answer
to this question is a mystery, the mystery of our lives. The mystery enfolds every time we respond to God’s
call. We come before the Lord today and ask for the grace to be attune to God’s call in our lives. And we pray
for the courage to answer His call rather than send it to voice mail. We pray that when He calls we will
respond, “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.”
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

Trip to Italy Planned! Msgr. Doran in collaboration with
Collette Vacations is sponsoring a trip to Sicily and Southern
Italy from September 10-21, 2018. Highlights include Palermo,
Agaigento, Mt. Etna Park, Sorrento, the Amalfi Coast, and many
UNESCO sites. Cost is $4,349 (p.p.d.o.) or $4,849 for single
rooms. Price includes airfare, hotels and most meals. A
presentation will be made at St. Leo Parish Center, 120 Main
St., Leominster, on Thursday, January 18, 2018 at 7pm. All are
invited, no commitment. For information or a brochure, contact
Msgr. Doran at 978-808-5786.
CAN YOU SPARE 2 HOURS TO PLAY WITH A HOMELESS CHILD?
Volunteers are needed to play with young children living in
family homeless shelters throughout Central Massachusetts.
Horizons for Homeless Children is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to improving the lives of homeless children by
providing quality play and opportunities for early education.

Volunteer with homeless children at a Horizons Playspace in
one of more than 100 family shelters state-wide including in
Leominster, Devens, & Worcester. A commitment of 2 hours a
week for 6 months and formal training are required. Upcoming
volunteer training: February 4th from 10:00 - 1:00pm in
Worcester. To find out more or to apply, visit
horizonschildren.org/playspace or call call 508-755-2615.
Please join us in giving homeless children a better tomorrow.
St. Boniface, Lunenburg Knights of Columbus is hosting a
Cribbage Tournament on Sunday, January 28, from 1 - 5pm in
the St. Boniface Parish Hall, 817 Mass Ave., Lunenburg. $10
entry fee, double elimination. Prizes for 1st & 2nd place. For
information contact Thomas at 978-430-7600 or
kofc16480@gmail.com
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“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Matthew 6:10
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