Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, January 9th
Vigil: Baptism of the Lord
4:00 PM
The Duval & Geremia Families
by Sally Duval
Sunday, January 10th
Baptism of the Lord
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, January 11th
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
Tuesday, January 12th
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, January 13th
St. Hillary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Thursday, January 14th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, January 15th
NO MASS
Saturday, January 16th
Vigil: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Mark Fanelli
by his mother Gina & sisters Kathryn,
Margaret, Mary and Rachel
Sunday, January 17th
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Joseph Raimo (1st Anniversary)
by
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

January 9 – 10, 2021
Baptism of the Lord
"And a voice came from the heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you
I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11) Through our baptism, we too, are
daughters and sons of God. We are disciples of Jesus. As true disciples
we are called to actively participate in our Catholic faith, not just be mere
bystanders. This means working in collaboration with the Holy Spirit and
discerning how we are being asked to use our gifts. Using our gifts for
the benefit of others and not just for our own interests and comfort.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20
Gospel John 1:35-42

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Fr. Juan will be away beginning Thursday, January 14th and will
return Friday, January 29th. During Father’s absence, there will be
no weekday morning Masses. Weekend Masses will remain the
same with Fr. Richard Lewandowski celebrating. Please keep Fr.
Juan in your prayers during his time away.
Financial Update on Collections:
I want to always keep you informed of the financial picture of our
parish. This past year has been a very trying one. We have cut out
or cut back on everything except essentials. By doing so we have
been able to keep current with all our regular operating expenses.
Below is a comparison of 2019 to 2020 collections for both
regular Weekly and our monthly Building & Maintenance.
Weekly 2019
Weekly 2020
$341,079.71
$315,817.95
Deficit of $25,261.76
Building 2019
Building 2020
$34,742.79
$28,414.58
Deficit of $6,328,21
Despite our church being closed for many weeks and the current
attendance at approximately 1/3 of what it was at this time in
2020, you have again shown to be a wonderful, devoted
community here at St. Anthony. Many of you have been mailing
in your donations or have switched to your bank or online for your
giving. We could not continue to stay solvent without your
support. I deeply appreciate you but not just for your donations,
but also for your love and support that has not wavered. Thank
you and God bless you!

Please pray for the souls of
Mark Fanelli
&
Peter Lakutis
May God grant their families peace.

Dear Friends,
Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In most years, this feast is celebrated on Sunday after
Epiphany. When Epiphany falls on either January 7 or 8, the Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Monday after
Epiphany.
In today's Gospel, we hear John the Baptist contrast his baptism of repentance with the baptism that Jesus will
inaugurate. John the Baptist says that he has baptized with water, but that the one who is to come will baptize with the
Holy Spirit. John's baptism was not yet a Christian baptism; it was a preparation for the Christian Baptism we
celebrate today, and through which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy Spirit is received. In accepting John's
baptism, Jesus, though sinless, united himself with all sinners.
The baptism of Jesus is reported in each of the three Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Clearly,
Jesus' baptism was an event of great significance for Jesus and for the early Christian community. Mark and Luke
report the story from Jesus' perspective; the voice from heaven is addressed to Jesus. In Matthew's Gospel, the voice
from heaven speaks to all who are present. The descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus at his baptism shows that
something new is beginning through the baptism and ministry of Jesus.
The baptism of Jesus is considered an important manifestation of God in the person of Jesus, another
epiphany. Jesus' baptism inaugurates his mission. Mark's Gospel moves quickly from the report of Jesus' baptism to
Jesus' temptations in the desert to his ministry in Galilee after John's arrest. The end of the ministry of John the Baptist
is the beginning of Jesus' ministry. In an analogous way, our Baptism inaugurates our mission as Christians.
Surprisingly, on this the last day of the Christmas season the Gospel does not tell a story from Jesus' childhood.
Instead, the Gospel reveals Jesus' relationship to God: the Son of Mary and Joseph is also God's own Son. We believe
that through Baptism we are also made children of God.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan

ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
A New Year is Here! Did you know that you can set up church
donations for the coming year using our online
donation site? Our Weekly Collection as well as
Building & Maintenance and all diocesan
collections are listed there for you to decide if
and when you would like to donate. Once set
up, you can have peace of mind that you don’t have to
remember to write a check or drop off missed envelopes while
away from church. You can always change or stop a payment at
any time. If you haven’t tried it out yet, log on to our website
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net and from there follow the easy
prompts to see what it’s all about.
An alternative and even easier way to contribute is to set up
automatic checks to be sent from your local bank. Contact them
for easy set-up and their bill pay options. You could even use a
PayPal account to make weekly or monthly donations to St.
Anthony’s.
Electronic banking is easy, offers many options and helps us
greatly with financial planning. The ability to add your parish
donations as weekly or monthly automatic donations may be
right for you. This is just an option/suggestion for you. Think
about it… Of course, you can continue to use weekly envelopes,
the choice is yours!

Join the National Novena for Life - 9 Days for Life is a focused
period of prayer, penance, and pilgrimage set aside to mark the
tragic anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court
decision which legalized abortion during all nine months of
pregnancy. The novena will take place nationwide from January
21st through 29th. During this time, all are invited to participate
by joining together with thousands of Catholics across the
country in prayer for a new intention each of the nine days. Visit
www.9daysforlife.com to learn more and to download a free app
for your smartphone or to sign up for daily emails or text
messages with each day's prayer intention. Your prayers
matter! Your sacrifices make a difference!
Knights of Columbus. Council # 15962 - If you are a Catholic
man interested in male fellowship, deepening your faith with
other men as well as being of Christian service in the Fitchburg
community. Please consider the Knights of Columbus. Our
Council has a presence at both St. Anthony and St. Camillus in
Fitchburg. We are a group of men who enjoy smiling, laughing
and being of service. We meet monthly, on the 3rd Wednesday
of each month at 7pm.currently on Zoom. Please contact Dave
Poles at davidpoles137@yahoo.com or call at 617-981-1186.
Attention all Men: A Weekly Rosary Group is beginning at St.
Cecilia's in Leominster. Join us in the Church each Wednesday
evening at 7pm, for a half hour, while we come together to pray
the Rosary. Bring your sons, brothers, nephews, uncles, dad, or
grandsons and bring your intentions. It is a time for the men to
prayerfully join together and pray the Holy Rosary of the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary. We will provide a rosary for you, if needed
and a copy of the prayers. We hope to see you there!

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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