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WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

As announced in the bulletin

RECONCILIATION

Tuesday evenings 5:00-6:30 PM

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

At least one parent must be a member of Saint Anthony Parish. Baptism preparation for
parents on the Second Sunday of every month, after the 10:30 Mass.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Leo with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 31st
Vigil: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
4:00 PM
Stephen & Stella Celona
& deceased of Celona family
by Grace & Mario Zarrella
Sunday, January 1st
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
8:00 AM
Nick Mercadante
by Peter & Mary Gravelle
10:30 AM

Geneva Orlando
by Members of the Prayer Shawl
Ministry

December 31, 2016
January 1, 2017

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Isiah 60:1-6
Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Monday, January 2nd
Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops
7:00 AM
Special Intention
by a Devotee
Tuesday, January 3rd
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
7:00 AM
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Wednesday, January 4th
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
7:00 AM
Father Philip Santonoceto
Thursday, January 5th
St. John Neumann, Bishop
7:00 AM
Rocco Pandiscio
by Deacon Jim & Ruth Couture
Friday, January 6th
St. Andre Bessette, Religious
NO MASS
Saturday, Janaury 7th
Vigil: Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
4:00 PM
Dino Giacomozzi
by his family
Sunday, January 8th
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
8:00 AM
Jennie Haggerty
by the Bailey family
10:30 AM

Anna Mazzaferro
by Mary Aho
St. Anthony students in grade 2 & 7 will be in attendance

St. Anthony Devotional Candle:
Francesco Pennetti
by wife Connie & family

Parish Open House
Sunday, January 8, 2017
Drop in any time between 11:30-3:30pm
Please save the date and plan to stop by the rectory for
a Parish Open House for all parishioners and their
families. There will be great food, even better company
and a chance to relax after the busy Christmas holiday.
Join Father Leo as he and members of the Hospitality
Committee welcome all of you as we celebrate the
Christmas season and the Epiphany of the Lord!
Upcoming Changes: Please make a note of the
following changes that are happening in our parish.
 Reconciliation/Confessions will be offered on
Tuesday evening from 5 – 6:30 instead of on
Saturday afternoon effective Tuesday, January
3rd.
 Beginning January 1st, the office hours will
change to Monday – Thursday from 9-3pm and
the office will be closed all day on Friday. This
is done in an effort to maintain continuity.

Figures were not available at the time of printing

December 24-25, 2016
Sunday Offerings
Online Giving
TOTAL

$
$
$

Prayer Shawl Ministry Resumes on Saturday, January 7th @
THE YEAR OF GRACE 2017
As pastor, I extend to each of you an invitation by God
to fast and give alms. This would be a great New Year’s
resolution.
Although fasting from food and drink for the right reasons may
be helpful and healthy, I would like to suggest a new way of
fasting that appeared in a news article some years ago.
Families were learning to enjoy life “with less things.” This
means less gadgets and toys, but learning to enjoy each other
more. This kind of fasting is not easy. Our children and even we
may at first resist. It means learning to enjoy each other’s
company. What if once a week we play a game of cards, or if
some are too young, we play with leggos. Maybe we just go for
a walk together. For usre with less gadgets we will need more
imagination.
As pastor I would like to recommend fasting from noise
for one or two hours a week. Quiet time builds our capacity and
our children’s capacity to listen to our hearts, it increases our
capacity to listen to God, and it makes us better listeners when
we talk to one another. (And it improves our blood pressure.)
The other New Year’s resolution I recommend is almsgiving.
Like Mary, our Mother, each of us in Christ is a vessel of grace
and Divine Life. Each of us is a treasure of spiritual riches.
Almsgiving, besides giving to charities, also means to practice
random acts of kindness. It means sharing the goodness and
love in our hearts, especially with the lonely, the economically
and spiritually poor who can’t pay us back, and who may even
forget to say thank you.
“God has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing… He destined us in love to be His children through
Christ, according to His will.” (Ephesians 1:3,5)
In 2017 let us take a fearless inventory of our
blessings, and as good stewards, let us make good use of what
God has given us, both individually and as the family of God at
St. Anthony Parish. Let us share our talents, time and treasure
by being involved in our Parish and in our communities. For we
have been given grace, upon grace, upon grace! The Body of
Christ is healthy to the extent that all its members do their part.
Let us be a healthy Parish no matter what age or condition we
are in. May this year, 2017, be the best one yet!

10 AM at the Holy Rosary Campus. If you would like to join the
ministry, know of someone in need of a shawl or would like to
make a donation of yarn or money (100% of the donations are
used in the making of shawls and lap blankets), please call
Barbara Leger at 978-342-1546.

Please don’t forget THE ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD
PANTRY – Operated out of the St. Francis of Assisi Church.
While most of us think of food collection around Thanksgiving,
but this remains a weekly need for hundreds of area families.
Any non-perishable items you use regularly in your own home
are always needed for the food pantry. When you do your
shopping perhaps you could add one or two extra items? Items
can be placed in the bins at the entrances of the church. Thank
you.

Parish Dance Planned - St. Joseph's "After the Holiday
Hubbub" Parish Dance will be held on Saturday night, January
21, 2016 from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm at St. Joseph's Parish Hall,
49 Woodland St., Fitchburg. Come and relax after the holiday
craziness and dance away to the music of "Rhythm". $7.00 per
person. Cash bar. Any questions, please call Janice at the office
at 978-345-7997.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter - “And the Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us,” Merry Christmas! Give
your children the best gift of all-the growing love of their
parents. Explore more by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next WWME Weekends are Jan 2022, 2017 in Duxbury, MA and Mar 17-19, 2017 in South
Kingstown, RI. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle
O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit us at www.WWMEMA.org.

- Fr. Leo

Sandino Camille Brooks
was welcomed into our Christian community through baptism.
May he, along with his parents, grow in faith,
love and service to Jesus Christ.
Thank you to those of you who took one or more tags from our
Giving Tree. You have helped Catholic Charities to bring joy to
those families who are struggling to provide for their children
and also Montachusette Home Health Care who assist adults.
Thank you for supporting the seminarians of our diocese as they
continue their studies on their journey to priesthood. Over 170
gifts were provided through your generosity. May God bless all
of you!

Bulletin Deadline – All notices for the bulletin must be
submitted by 12 noon on Monday. If possible send two weeks
before you would like them to appear. Parish news takes
priority but if room permits we will make every effort to include
other community items. Please email
them to
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net or send them to 84
Salem Street, Fitchburg, MA. Thank you.

