Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net

Deacon Salvatore Tantillo

Hours:
Monday – Thursday 9-3 (closed Fridays)

Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 7:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 7 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT
As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 22nd
Vigil: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM
Francis & Connie Hildreth
by their daughter & family
Elaine A. Paul (2nd Anniversary)
by her children
Sunday, February 23rd
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Joseph A. DiConza (7th Anniversary)
by his wife Phyllis, & daughters Jo, Cindi, Lori
Jean Walters (2nd Anniversary)
by her family
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Dominic Paul Minichiello
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, February 24th
8:00 AM
Andrea Brown
by Louise Lemmo
Tuesday, February 25th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Wednesday, February 26th
ASH WEDNESDAY
8:00 AM
Domenick & Jeannette Mercadante
& sons Nicholas and Vincent
by Connie & Tony Tessi
4:30 PM
Service with Ashes CCD Children - all welcome
5:30 PM
Hugh & Mary Borg
by the Serra Club Members
Thursday, February 27th
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
Friday, February 28th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Saturday, February 29th
Vigil: First Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Nicola Volpe (Anniversary)
by daughters Florence & Ann
Sunday, March 1st
First Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Open Intention
by
10:30 AM
Open Intention
by
11:45 AM
BAPTISM: Lucas Matthew Nicastro
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:
IMO Gillian M. Lambert
by her parents

February 22 - 23, 2020
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you…” (Matthew 5:44) Love your enemies, easier said than done, no
doubt. But, remember, the foundation of stewardship is prayer. When
we are in close communication with God, it opens our heart and it turns
our attention away from “me” and moves it towards God and others. It
allows us to have a little more empathy for “our enemy.” When we pray
for others, even “our enemies,” maybe it softens their hearts as well.
READ AND PREPARE
Next week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
Second Reading Romans 5:12-19
Gospel Matthew 4:1-11

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. Ashes will be distributed
during Mass at both 8:00 AM & 5:30 PM. There will be a service
with ashes for the CCD children at 4:30 PM. All are welcome!
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 14 years
old and older on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and on all Fridays
of Lent.
Stations of the Cross will begin on Friday, March 6th @ 7:00 PM
in the church and every Friday during Lent. Please plan to attend.
Rice Bowls are available at the entrances of the Church. Please
take one home for your almsgiving during
Lent. All money collected goes directly to
Catholic Relief Services to aid in their help
to provide food to those most in need.
Church in Latin America Collection – The Collection for the
Church in Latin America empowers the faithful of Latin America
and the Caribbean to deepen their faith and share it with each
other and the world. This collection will be taken up at al Masses
next weekend, February 29 – March 1.
Building & Maintenance Collection to be taken up as a second
collection at all Masse the weekend of March 7 & 8. Thank you
for your continued support!
Time to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
Last call for Catholic Free Press Subscriptions! Be aware that you
have a choice of paper home delivery of or digital copy. sent to
your email. Your payment can be turned in anytime between now
and February 28th. - The subscription price remains $39 per year
– that’s only .75 per week! Please consider submitting a new
subscription or renewing your current one. You can subscribe by
using your envelope or you may do it through the church online
giving page. Thank you.
CRY ROOM (and Ell) – Increasingly there are more children &
adults with severe food allergies. In an effort to be sensitive to
this very serious and often life threating health issue, we ask that
you do not bring, or let your child eat, any food in the “Cry Room”.
Effective immediately, this area will be a “NO FOOD ZONE”.
Unless your children simply can not wait, we ask you not to bring
food to church, but specifically in the Cry Room and Ell area.
Thank you for your understanding.

Dear Friends,
Today's gospel reading is a continuation of the teaching that began in last Sunday's gospel. We continue
to hear Jesus' sermon. These words from Jesus' teaching are familiar to us. They constitute the crux and the
challenge of what it means to be a disciple: Love your enemies, turn the other cheek, give to those who ask,
do unto others, lend without expecting repayment, judge not lest you be judged.
There are several similarities between Luke's and Matthew's report of Jesus' great teaching. Both begin
with the Beatitudes. Matthew includes nearly all the content that Luke does; the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew's Gospel is longer than Luke's Sermon on the Plain. There are, however, differences in language and
nuance. For example, Matthew presents this portion of the teaching as a contrast between Jesus' teaching and
the teachings of the law and the prophets. This is in keeping with Matthew's concern to address his
predominantly Jewish audience. It is likely that Luke omits this contrast because it was unnecessary for the
Gentile believers for whom Luke is writing.
Another point of contrast between Matthew and Luke's presentation is the terminology. In Luke, Jesus
contrasts the behavior of his followers with the behavior of “sinners.” In Matthew, Jesus contrasts the behavior
desired with the behavior of tax collectors and Gentiles. Matthew concludes the teaching about love of
enemies with the admonition to be perfect as God is perfect; Luke concludes by emphasizing God's mercy.
In both Gospels, Jesus' words challenge those who would follow him to be more like God. God loves us
beyond our expectations, beyond anything we can possibly imagine. In response to God's love, we are to love
as God loves, beyond expectations and with a depth beyond imagining.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY & CATHOLIC
CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE PANTRY - We
ask that you continue to contribute to the good
works of St. Francis Food Pantry as well as
Catholic Charities Personal Hygiene & Toiletries
Pantry. Our Parish will continue to support these
ongoing collections. Please bring one or two items and place
them in the collection bins at the entrances of the church.
20th Anniversary Diocesan Catholic Men's Conference,
Saturday, March 28th at Assumption College. Only two weeks
remain to take advantage of the parish discount of $20 off per
ticket! Offer good thru March 10th. Brochures with registration
forms are available at the entrances of the church and must be
received on or before March 10th. Visit the conference website
at www.firstmensconf.org for information. Come and hear
dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic leaders: Scott Hahn
(two presentations), Luis Soto and with Bishop Robert Reed of
Boston speaking on the need for confession. Bishops and
priests will hear confessions. Bishop McManus will offer the
Conference Mass. Adult tickets are $45 until March 11th,
afterwards $60. Student tickets are always $30.
Fish Fry at Madonna of the Holy Rosary, 118 Theresa St.,
Fitchburg. Every Friday during Lent, February 28th thru April 3rd.
Serving begins at 4:30. Eat-in or TakeOut. baked haddock & baked potato
$8, fried haddock & chips $8, macaroni
& cheese. $4, bowl of corn or fish
chowder $4. Desserts available at
additional cost.

Music Trivia Night - Hosted by the Social
Committee of Our Lady of the Lake. DJ: John
Doherty on Friday, February 28th from 7:30 to
10:00PM . For more information email
wchartrand@ourladylake.org
Religious Goods from Bethlehem on Sale March 7-8!
There will be an opportunity for you to purchase religious gifts
from Christian Families of Bethlehem who will offer Crucifixes,
religious artwork, rosaries and other goods all made of olive
wood which is native to Israel and Bethlehem. Since tourism
has greatly depleted, the Christian families in the Holy Land who
depend on those tourists have been greatly affected. Sale of
these goods will greatly help the craftsmen and women to
support their families as well as giving you the opportunity to
have something authentic from the Holy Land. Please browse
and buy some articles. First Communion & graduation are just
ahead. Visit www.holylandgifts.info for more information. Items
on sale after all Masses.
Sons of Italy Invitation: Saturday, March 28th at 7:00 PM the
Watertown Sons of Italy, 520 Pleasant Street, Watertown invite
all to a dinner of homemade cavatelli, eggplant parm., chicken
marsala, sausage, peppers, onions, salad, rolls and homemade
desserts *Catered by Spinellis’s & dancing to DJ Alan LaBella.
Cost is $30 pp. Plus a Meatball Champion Cook-off from lodge
champs in Fitchburg (Ann Pacetti!), Brockton, Methuen, Natick
Tewksbury & Wilmington. Come out for a fun night, shake the
winter off and cheer Ann Pacetti on! RSVP by Friday, March 20th
to Sylvia Poirier, 978-516-8899.

