Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 27th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Open Intention
by
Sunday, February 28th
Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Laura Cali (1st Anniversary)
by her family
10:30 AM
Carlos Mendes
by Rafael Rojas
Dorothy (Dottie) Giadone-Poirier (Month’s Mind)
by her friend Theresa
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, March 1st
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Tuesday, March 2nd
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, March 3rd
St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, March 4th
St. Casmir
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, March 5th
World Day of Prayer
NO MASS
Saturday, March 6th
Vigil: Third Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Open Intention
by
Sunday, March 7th
Third Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
In Thanksgiving
by the Nogueira Family
10:30 AM
Marjorie Valera
by Glenn & Florence Reynolds
12:30 PM
Parishioners

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

February 27 - 28, 2021
Second Sunday of Lent
"’Here I am!’ he answered.” (Genesis 22:11) It is easy to say, “Here I
am, Lord,” when we are kneeling in church. But how easy is it to say
“Here I am, Lord,” when a neighbor needs our help, when we are invited
to join a parish ministry, or when we are asked to provide financial
support? Often times we are called when it’s not convenient for
us. Discipleship is not always easy, most of the time it will make us
uncomfortable and vulnerable.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Exodus 20:1-17
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:22-25
Gospel John 2:13-29

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS
Drive-up Communion to be held this Sunday, February 28th from
11:30 to noon and the LAST Sunday of each month until further
notice. If you or someone you know has not felt comfortable
attending Mass and you would like to receive, please “drive-by”
the church parking lot next to the Rectory on Sunday!
BUILDNG & MAINTENANCE – Our monthly Building &
Maintenance collection will be taken up at all Masses next
weekend.
Fr. Juan is away and will return Friday, March 12th. During
Father’s absence, there will be no weekday morning Masses.
Weekend Masses will remain the same with Fr. Javier Julio & Fr.
Dario Acevedo celebrating. Please keep Fr. Juan in your prayers
during his time away.
Good news! There WILL be livestream Masses on Saturday and
on FATV on Sunday afternoon while Fr. Juan is away. Spread the
word!
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax Contribution
Statement for your 2020 yearly giving, please call
or email the office. These statements will only be
sent out upon request. All statements requested
to-date have been sent out.
Last Chance to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
We have extended the payment due date to March 5th – Paid
subscriber names will be submitted to Worcester this week. The
subscription price is $39 per year – that’s only .75 per week!
Stay informed on what is important in your diocese and around
the world. If you do not use weekly envelopes, simply put your
$39 check with CFP marked in the memo area, into a plain
envelope and place it in the collection basket. Thank you.

Please pray for the soul of
Arthur Thomas
May God grant his family peace.

Dear Friends,
We all have experience moments of intellectual clarity. Some call it peak experience, or enlightenment, or
inspiration. It can come at any moment, It may come at a time when one is praying, or just sitting and looking at the
beauty of nature, or at a moment of crisis when one is at the crossroad of decision-making.
The apostles Peter, James, and John experienced such moment of revelation on the mountain of
transfiguration. For a brief moment they saw the Lord Jesus in His divine splendor. They heard the voice that said,
“This is my beloved Son.” It was an undeniable experience.
But it was a passing moment. They had to come down from the mountain. From the glory of the
transfiguration, the Lord had to face the humiliation of the cross. Peter, James and John also each in his own way went
through the passion. No doubt, this experience would provide them with strength in the trials ahead. The memory of
the transfiguration and other memories of Jesus would become their source of support.
Beautiful memories are our source of strength. Peak moments and times of clarity are the backdrop against
which we compare low moments and times of confusion. When a mother argues and fights with her teen-aged
daughter, it would be good to recall the times she was a baby, we she was little. When a father brings his drug-crazed
son to a rehabilitation center, memories of him as a loving and healthy boy could strengthen his resolve. A priest or a
religious in the midst of a vocation crisis may find comfort and courage by going back to memories of his initial calling
and initial attraction to the religious life. It would be well for a politician, a policeman, or a teacher who has reached a
low point in his life to go back to memories of his youth enthusiasm when all he wanted to do was to serve. When
think of that beloved deceased relative or friend, what else is left to us but our fond memories? This was the
importance of the transfiguration in the life of the three apostles. It was an inspiring memory. The good news is that
we too can have our moments on the mountain.
This season of Lent is a time to go up the mountain and meet the Lord in a special way. We can prepare the
ground for this meeting by accepting our frailty, acknowledging our sinfulness, desiring reconciliation, spending time
for prayer, intentionally practicing some acts of self-denial and acts of kindness towards others. And we will
experience the Lord in a new way, sometimes intensely, at other times gently. When it happens it is a memory that
will always stay with us, not just in Lent but throughout the whole year.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
“YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH”
100 MEN CHALLENGE
ARE YOU A ST. JOSEPH?
Can you live like St. Joseph for 100
Days??? Then join 1230AM & 970AM
Emmanuel Radio’s “Year of St. Joseph”
100 Men Challenge. Be one of our first
100 men to live like St. Joseph in
prayer, action, and stewardship for 100 days. In this year of St.
Joseph, answer your call to faith like St. Joseph did. For
details/to join the challenge visit 1230radio.com or call (508)
767-1230.
Making Peace Between Faith & Science - Fr. Stephen Lundrigan
will present Making Peace between Faith and Science: A
Catholic Approach, on Monday, March 1st at 7 pm. Join us in
person in the church hall at Holy Rosary, 135 Nichols St.
Gardner MA or watch live on Facebook. at Annunciation Parish
Gardner Massachusetts. Father will take questions from both
those who attend in person and on Facebook.

The Fast Life
Fast from judging others;
Feast on Christ dwelling in them.
Fast from fear of illness;
Feast on the healing power of God.
Fast from words that pollute;
Feast on speech that purifies.
Fast from discontent;
Feast on gratitude.
Fast from anger;
Feast on patience.
Fast from pessimism;
Feast on hope.
Fast from negatives;
Feast on encouragement.
Fast from bitterness;
Feast on forgiveness.
Fast from self-concern;
Feast on compassion.
Fast from suspicion;
Feast on truth.
Fast from gossip;
Feast on purposeful silence.
Fast from problems that overwhelm;
Feast on prayer that sustains.
Fast from anxiety;
Feast on faith.
- Author Unknown

Brandon

(978) 343-4444

Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawrence P. Brandon
Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
Funeral Director
Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

800-350-4945
production@designsinprintandpublishing.com

graphic design and print provider • printing • copying • mailing
specializing in publication layout and page creation

www.champarealty.com

PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary

112

April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
Garden Center
978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts

Space
Available

“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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