Saint Anthony of Padua

84 Salem Street • Fitchburg, Massachusetts
www.stanthonyfitchburg.net

We can be found at “Saint Anthony Parish Fitchburg”
or through our website.

Pastoral Staff

Parish Office

978-342-4706
978-342-8160 fax
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Hours:
Monday – Wednesday 9-3
(closed Thursday & Friday)
Vicky Zarrella, Office Manager
church.office@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Louie Bellabarba, Custodian

Fr. Juan Ramirez, Pastor
Rectory: 978-342-2216
frjuan@stanthonyfitchburg.net
Deacon Salvatore Tantillo
Saltantillo1@gmail.com
978-870-4167
Prayer Line Requests
prayers@stanthonyfitchburg.net
978-342-4706

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
LORD’S DAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

WEEKDAY MASSES

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at 8:00 AM

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE

Vigil at 5:30 PM, 8:00 AM day of

RECONCILIATION

Saturday afternoon 3:00-3:30 PM, or by appointment.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS

All are welcome! Please call the church office to schedule an appointment.

SACRAMENTS OF
INITIATION FOR ADULTS

RCIA welcomes all those interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith.
Please contact Fr. Juan with questions.

4:00 PM
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM (African)

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY Please contact us at least ONE YEAR in advance to begin preparation.

MISSION STATEMENT

As members of the Roman Catholic Church, we believe that God is alive and head of our parish family. We endeavor
to be a welcoming, inclusive, charitable and socially responsible faith community. We offer our hearts, our gifts and
our time, as we strive to give witness to Jesus’ command to love one another. Through the example of our patron
Saint Anthony of Padua, we desire to be peacemakers, living the gospel in word and action.

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, February 20th
Vigil: First Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Pelligrino DePiano (Anniversary)
by the Pennetti family
Elaine Paul (3rd Anniversary)
by her children
Sunday, February 21st
First Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
All the Souls in Purgatory
by the Nogueira family
J. Marilyn Romano
by her son Doug & family
10:30 AM
Alfred Zarrella
by his son Dominic
Paula (Goodchild) Gastonguay
by Rose Anne Addorisio
12:30 PM
Parishioners
Monday, February 22nd
The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
8:00 AM
Barbara (Celona) Chaplain (14th Anniversary)
by her husband George & family
Tuesday, February 23rd
St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Wednesday, February 24th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Thursday, February 25th
8:00 AM
NO MASS
Fr. Juan Away
Friday, February 26th
NO MASS
Saturday, February 27th
Vigil: Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM
Open Intention
by
NO LIVESTREAM
Sunday, February 28th
Second Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM
Laura Cali (1st Anniversary)
by her family
10:30 AM
Carlos Mendes
by Rafael Rojas
Dorothy (Dotttie) Giadone-Poirier (Month’s Mind)
by her friend Theresa
12:30 PM
Parishioners

February 20 - 21, 2021
First Sunday of Lent
"After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the
gospel of God….” (Mark 1:14) Do you ever think about how difficult it
must have been for Jesus to come into Galilee, knowing that John had
just been arrested for teaching the same message that Jesus was
proclaiming. It must have taken great love and trust for Jesus to do what
the Father had sent Him here on earth to do. In the same way, following
a life of stewardship takes great love and trust from us. We must be
willing to surrender completely to God, trusting that God will always give
us all that we need to fulfill His plan for us.
READ AND PREPARE
Next Week’s Scripture readings
First Reading Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
Second Reading Romans 8:31b-34
Gospel Mark 9:2-10

PARISH CALENDAR, NEWS EVENTS

Drive-up Communion to be held next Sunday, February 28th from
11:30 to noon and the LAST Sunday of each month until further
notice. If you or someone you know has not felt comfortable
attending Mass and you would like to receive, please “drive-by”
the church parking lot next to the Rectory on Sunday!
Fr. Juan will be away beginning next week and will return Friday,
March 12th. During Father’s absence, there will be no weekday
morning Masses after Monday February 22nd. Weekend Masses
will remain the same with Fr. Javier Julio & Fr. Dario Acevedo
celebrating. Please keep Fr. Juan in your prayers during his time
away. Please Note: there will be no livestream Masses on
Saturday or on FATV on Sunday afternoon while Fr. Juan is away.
End of Year Tax Information – If you would like a Tax Contribution
Statement for your 2020 yearly giving, please call
or email the office. These statements will only be
sent out upon request. All statements requested
to-date have been sent out.
Last Chance to Subscribe or Renew Your Catholic Free Press
We have extended the payment due date to March 5th - The
subscription price is $39 per year – that’s only .75 per week!
Please consider submitting a new subscription or renewing your
current one. Stay informed on what is important in your diocese
and around the world. If you do not use weekly envelopes, simply
put your $39 check with CFP marked in the memo area, into a
plain envelope and place it in the collection basket. Thank you.

St. Anthony Candle Intention:

Please pray for the soul of
Dorothy (Dottie) Giadone-Poirier
May God grant her family peace.

Dear Friends,
On the first Sunday of Lent, the Gospel reading in each Lectionary cycle is about Jesus’ temptation in the
desert. This event in the life of Jesus is reported in each of the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—but it is
not found in John’s Gospel. This year we read Mark’s account of this event.
Compared to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, the details throughout Mark’s narrative are sparse. This is
evident in Mark’s account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. Mark tells us only that Jesus was led into the desert by the
Spirit and that for 40 days he was tempted by Satan. The Gospels of Matthew and Luke explain that Jesus fasted while
in the desert, that Satan presented him with three temptations, and that Jesus refused each one, quoting Scripture.
Only the Gospels of Matthew and Mark report that angels ministered to Jesus at the end of his time in the desert.
In each of the Synoptic Gospels, the temptation of Jesus follows his baptism by John the Baptist. In Mark’s
Gospel, we are told that Jesus went into the desert immediately after his baptism, led by the Spirit. Jesus’ public
ministry in Galilee begins after his temptation in the desert. Mark’s Gospel makes a connection between the arrest of
John the Baptist and the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus’ preaching about the Kingdom of God is in continuity with
the preaching of John the Baptist, but it is also something new. As Jesus announces it, the Kingdom of God is beginning;
the time of the fulfillment of God’s promises is here.
The fact that Jesus spent 40 days in the desert is significant. This recalls the 40 years that the Israelites
wandered in the desert after being led from slavery in Egypt. The prophet Elijah also journeyed in the desert for
40days and nights, making his way to Horeb, the mountain of God, where he was also attended to by an angel of the
Lord. Remembering the significance of these events, we also set aside 40 days for the season of Lent.
In Mark’s Gospel, the desert marks the beginning of Jesus’ battle with the evil; the ultimate test will be in Jesus’
final hours on the cross. In a similar way, our Lenten observances are only a beginning, a preparation for and a
reinforcement of our ongoing struggle to resist the temptations we face in our lives. During Lent, we are led by the
Holy Spirit to remember the vows of Baptism in which we promised to reject sin and to follow Jesus. Just as Jesus was
ministered to by the angels, God also supports us in our struggle against sin and temptation. We succeed because
Jesus conquered sin once and for all in his saving death on the cross.
Blessings,
Fr. Juan
ST. VINCENT de PAUL FOOD PANTRY &
CATHOLIC CHARITIES PERSONAL HYGIENE
PANTRY - Now, more than ever, we ask that you
continue to contribute to the good works of St.
Francis Food Pantry as well as Catholic Charities
Women’s Personal Hygiene & Toiletry Pantry. Our Parish will
continue to support these ongoing collections. Please bring one
or two items and place them in the collection bins at the
entrances of the church.
Magnificat – There are approximately 30 FREE copies of the
month of February Magnificat at the entrance of the church. If
you are interested, we invite you to take one home with you.
There is no obligation to purchase anything, however, if you like
the monthly prayer magazine there is information inside on how
to become a subscriber.
CARE for your Mind, Body & Soul – Fr. Nick Desimone along with
the CARE team of St. Mary Parish, Uxbridge will offer CARE for
your Mind, Body and Soul. You are invited to join them for either
an online gathering or in-person gathering of CARE for your
Mind, Body and Soul. This session will consist of a faith
presentation, including a video entitled, “How to Pray in
Challenging Times,” followed by sharing, prayer and discussion
(if you are comfortable). Thursday, Feb. 25, 7 – 8:30 pm on
Zoom; Saturday, Feb. 27, 10 – 11:30 am in the Parish
Hall. Registration is required and can be done through the
parish website, email or by calling the office. For the in-person
session, masks are required and social distancing will be
observed.
Visit
stmaryuxbridge.org
or
email
diane.moriarty56@gmail... or call 508-615-7154.

An Excerpt from Bishop McManus on Lent 2021
“In these COVID times our personal circumstances may not
allow us to gather in great crowds at church for Masses, weekly
Stations, Bible classes or even the liturgies of Holy Week. We
might worry that this may lead to a diminished Lent. But God
will not be denied. He will not deny us an abundance of graces
for a good Lent if we do not deny Him or forego a vigorous
season of repentance as our circumstances allow.
On the way to the first Holy Week much of what the Apostles
thought necessary seemed lacking and events did not play out
as they hoped. Peter sought to deter Christ from the
Cross. James and John wanted to call down fire from heaven
to consume those who did not receive Jesus. Andrew wondered
aloud what good five loaves and two fish were among so many.
On Good Friday all seemed lost. But Christ rose and triumphed
over all for all.
This Lent, our parishes and diocese will again be creative so
that the Word will be preached, the Sacraments celebrated, and
the good works carried on. Together with those public liturgical
gatherings that your prudent decisions allow you to attend, your
deep private prayer and penances, pondering of Scripture,
examination of conscience, and acts of charity will give glory to
God and draw you closer to Him.
Let us then, like Christ led into the desert by the Holy Spirit for
forty days of prayer and fasting, embark upon this Holy Season
to repent of our sin, grow in holiness and draw closer to
Christ. For it is only in Him, by the way of the Cross, that we will
find and forever share in the deepest longing of our hearts, the
love of the Trinity which triumphed at Easter.
With every prayerful best wish for a fruitful Lent, I remain.”

Brandon
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Funeral Home

305 Wanoosnoc Road
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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Funeral Director
Alexandria Minalga
Funeral Director
Gregory May
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Kim Morse

915 South Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES, INC.

LEBLANC’S COLLISION CENTER, INC.

“The Alarm Professionals”

Lunenburg, MA 01462
David A. Duval
Ph. 978-582-7455 Fax 978-582-6697

info@protectiveservicesalarm.com

(978) 342-3029

381 Summer Street
Fitchburg, MA 01420

WE MEET FRIENDS BY ACCIDENT!
W E PROVIDE A LIFETIME WARRANT Y
AND HAVE FOR

40 YEARS!

C ALL : 978-342-6550
51 RIVER STREET, FITCHBURG

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

Celebrating Our
th
Anniversary
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April 26, 1908 – April 26, 2020
www.sarasinirrigation.com

75 Klondike Avenue
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Lawn Sprinkler SystemsInstalled & Serviced
Fully Insured

Bob Sarasin, CIC, CID
978-345-0086

CAULEY’S

FLORIST & GARDEN CENTER

A Full Service Florist
649 South St., Fitchburg, MA 01420
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978-342-2239
Floral Department
978-342-2300

Fresh Flowers • Quality Plants • Garden Supplies/Gifts
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“Do Unto Others…”

Luke 6:31

“Praying Simply”

your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

St. Anthony
Pray for Us

Matthew 6:10
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